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OMAS MacGlolla took his
organisa3ion through so.me ex-
traordinary changes . in the

qu.rtcr of a century that he was President.
Eccted Preeldent of Sinn Fein without op-
porition ln 1962, he recently announced his
i'rninss( departure from the presi{ency of
6c Workers',Party.

Hc pned{ed over a party which had chang-
cd hr nemc and lts policies gn a number of oc-
c-.ionr,.aad has given the party a clean image
L thc South at any rate. Hls ,party came
tfrorryh the sl;tles pith its pigtgr, the IRA,
rd cmerged into ifis sighties !o take septs in
Lcirner Houee, It it arguable that it was lime
br Tomas MacGiolla to go, that he could br.
rg 6c party no further, and that it was lime
lr e younger man to take over. The party has
rlrryr palntained that the Official IRA went
a ofcrirtgnce in 1972, after a ceasefire was
-ncd.

.XrcGlolla wae born in Nenagh in 1924 and
for the ESB between 1948 and 1977.

Hg thc IRA Border Campaign of 1956-62
L rr interned for twenty.one months..
Hlldy there was yery little known of his
tfrry lnvolvement during this period, if
ry. h ras .he who led the party to the
bcelrfrcugh it achieved by getting TDs
dcctcd la the November 1982 election. But
6c perty has failed to capitalise. on its initial
trcrercr, end remains with only four TDs in
l -Lrtcf HOUSe.

Hmrtrr Dc Ross3,, hotly tipped as the next
T? lcrdcr, was born in 1940 and ioined the
iuior ring of the IRA when he wes twelve. In
It57, hc iolned Sinn Fein and worked to get
Ton A{itchcll elected to parliament. Mitchell
tlr I prironer in Crumlin Road iail in Belfast.
rr 6c ti'-c. De Rossa spent twenty months in-
tcracd ia Mountioy and Crumlin Road. He is
rcrpcctcd rithin the party, but he has gone on
record dth views which might be taken to be
.t oddr rith other.s within his organfualion.
For c-lmple, Bclfast Workers' Party coun-
cillor, Scamur Lynch, last week called for full
su.pport for the RUC. Another Workerst Party
rpolesperson in Bclfast, Mary McMahon, has
consistently cdlcd for full support and
cooperation with the RUC by nationalistg. But
the current positions of both McMahon and
Lynch contrast sharply with what De Rossa
has said. In an inten'iew with Gralton
magazine in October 1983, he said, 'TVe have
policy, developed as far back as .1975, of
demanding the de-militarisation of the RUC.

18 IN DUBLIN 1 OCTOBER 1987

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, THE
LEADERSHIP OF THE

OFFICIAL REPUBLICAN
MOVEMENT (NOW THE

WORKERS' PARTY} STATED
THAT THEIR ARMED WING,
THE OFFICIAL IRA, WENT

OUT OF EXISTENCE.
TODAY, THE OFFICIAL IRA
IS ALIVE AND WELL AND

LIVING MAINLY IN BELFAST
AND NEWRY.

IN THE DAYS WHEN BOTH
ORGANISATIONS WERE

OPERATING IN AN OVERT
WAY. THE LEADERSHIP OF

THE PARTY AND THE
ARMY OVERLAPPED TO A
CERTAIN DEGREE. TOMAS

MacGIOLLA, THE MAN
WHO LED THE OFFICIAL

PARW FOR THE LAST
TWENW.FIVE YEARS HAS

ALWAYS MAINTAINED THE
POSITION THAT THE ARMY
WENT OUT OF EXISTENCE
IN 1972. BUT THE OFFICIAL
IRA STILL MARCH ON. NOT
AN ARMY FIGHTING THE
BRITISH. BUT AS A FUND-

COLLECTING AGENCY.
DEREK DUNNE TRACES THE

ROOTS OF THE OFFICIAL
IRA AND THE WORKERS'

PARTY.

So we, in fact, givc only qualilied suBport to
thc RUC, rith dcmands that lt be reforrned,
de-rniliterircd and have a complaints Bro-
cedure ctc'. This oolte face, while it may ap.
pcar inritnifictnt on the sutface, goes 1o the
heen of thc contradictione within the
YYorlerr' Party.

HE V9orkers'. Party have a
tightty structured centralist,
oraanisation, with more or legc.

the cane pcoplc mnning the show for the paet.
trcnty-fivc yean. One of the most.influentlal
of thcsc hec bcen Sean Gadand, current
gcneral lccrtrry. In April of this year, he
rrrotc e fifteen page letter to the editor of In-
tersatiosal Affairs, a llloscow-based publlca-
tion, in n6pon!€ to an article about the North
rhich hed eppcared in the paper. In his fet-
ter, Mr Gerlend ctated that in 1969 6The Pro-
vbiondc bdrD rhat has continued to thls
d.y, e viciour campaign of septarian
errecainetioo'. Throuthout the letter, tlere
rer barely e mention of thc Official IRA -
tte rrny treditiondly aligned to Official Slnn
Feia, ead rhet ir now the TYorkers'.Party. In
r soEmcot on Bloody Sunday in 1972, Mr
Gulend ctrtd that fhe occaslon 'providcd

tic Provirignde and their alllee Wlth materlal
ro ettcmpt to iust!$ their own terrorlst.ac-
tivitier'. There wa8 Fo mention of the Alder-
rhot bombing, which was garried out by the
Officid IRA at the time. At Aldersftot, whlch
wae the Official IRA response, to Bloody Sun-
day, five cleaning women, a gardener and a
priest.were killed by a 280 pound bomb at the
Parachute Regiment Headquarters.. Neithcr
did Mr Garland tell International Affairc of
the fact that the Official IRA s[ot dead
u ionist.politician Senator Jact Bamhlll, or
that they attempted to ass4ssfurate fohn
Taylor, another unionist politician. Nelther
did he mention that the Ofiicid IRA killed
dozens of British soldierr.

He went on to say that 'Thc cnemy today is
Anglo American imperidirm... twe must,all
the time be coneciou! of thic fect'. He makes
no mention of the facr that thc Workerst.Part5l
rulrport what could bc tct'med the bastion of
.Anglo Amcricen i.mpcridirm - multlna-
tional inveci"'cnt. \eitber did he meatlon
that WP ar'e Eo! efrestirely pro-EEC. Seaa
Garland is indicrtive of thc TYorkerst.Party
today. He epitomise thc contradictions 3nd
the changes that have manifested themselver..
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It could be considered a so.urce of wonder-
ment how a party that has ghanged so, much
could still be led by the sa.me people. What is
now the Workers'Party has gone from a posi;
tlon of traditional militant republicanirln to
esppusrsg an ldeology which is .ostgnsiply
hard left. They also. claim to have seyered all
Itnks ptth their mllltary tendency. However,
the Oftlcial IRA is ,ctill active, mainly in
Belfast.

Sean Garland's . involvernent goes . back
mone than thirty ycars..Towards the end of
1055, when he was rp the IRA, he was isvolved
tn an aborted attempt to free Cathal
Gouldlng, a eeplor member of the organisa;
don, hom a Brltleb iall, usiag a hired DC3
scroplanc. He also;ioined the British. Army to
gether lntclllgence for an IRA raid
on Gough Barracls', and ln 1956'
t oo l  pa r t  l n  t he  ra i d  on
Broolborough Barracls.. During
that rald, rwo IRA men, Sean South
rnd Fcrgd O'Hanlon, were kllled.
Garland was Slt ln the leg. lthen he
rcturncd South, he was ,arrestgd
rnd glven gl5 monthe ,ln iail for
rcfusl$g to arsqer qucatlonr..

Gcrlsnd was q part of the re-thlnk
that went on wlthln the republican
movement from 1900 onwards..So
dso, was poulding, a Marxist,com-
puter scientist.called Roy fohnstgn,
Tomas MacGiolla and others..

Gouldtng had been elected onto
the Arrny Council - the suBreme body of the
IRA - ln the fortles end had sp.ent eigbt years
ln Brldsb iailr for his part ln the raid on

'Felsted Barrachs when the IRA tried to sted
wcapons.,Ae 9 rerqlt of hls imprlsoRment, he
mlsspd the Border Campalgn. In 1962, he was
at atr crtnaodtnary Army C;onvention - the
mecdrg of volunteere : at rvhlch the dropping
of abetgntlonleqr was brought up. Thc dropp-
lng of abstgntionls4 would allow Sinn Fein
clccted lrcplrescptatlves fo tale their seate in
klnster House" Stormont and Westplnistgr.
Gouldtng was fater to say of thls proposa!:
'TYe wanted to clear the ground (in the North)
for polltlcd actlon. In other words 3o gain
frccdom for polltlcal manoeuvrability. The
Sr.rt,thtng wc needed wae givll rlghts', He was
thc eclnowledged Ghief of Staffof the IRA.

Roy tohnetgr returned to lrelaad in 1963
and lnvolved hlmceff wlth the T9olfe Tone
Society. He became education oftlcer for the
Eovcment, ae pell as its political commissp3.
fohnstgn, G6uldtng and MacGiolla developed
thelr own verclgn of Marxisq, peculiar to the
Irlrh sltuadon. They had few linke with lnter-
natlonsl groupsr,and they began to develop
the perepectlve - tn the light of the failed
rnlll6ly so'rrpalgn - whlch the TYorkers'
Perty $pousep loday. That perspectiye Etill
har yery few lnternational connectionsr,and
cmbodyc F form of Marxisq whlch is pnique
b the Irleh eltuatlon.

The nucleua gf the movement, which in-
dudcd the three men, took a decleion to effec-
tlvely drop the physigal force emphasig phich
lrd erletgd wlthln the IRA and Sinn Fein. It
rrr tohnatgn who argued that lf llnkc were
dclcntly forged betwcen the people and the
Dvcmcnt, lt would be poecifle for their
rrpre*ptatives lo enter 'illegdt places pqch
r klnrtgr House, wlthout betng corupted.
lhr Feln iavolved lrclf wtth agitatlons,
LrrrIFg rtghts ,and fteh-tns., It moved away
tro rtc alpplletfc vlew thet the border could
b r:ooved crcluelycly through vlolence. But
r h dtd ro, the older and more milttarily- .
rlrdcd @e1g lts ,members ,moved away
Fro tic moycment. tohnotgn was in favour
d baachtng a clvll rlghts Fovement ln the
Ithdl, tad waated the.JRA to control lt. The
rctdln ilrstegy adoptbd by lohnctgn called
b u erprnelgn of thc base.of the perty lnto
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urban areas through involvement in agita-
tions.. In time, that traditional rural base.
would be eroded completely. The party mov-
ed from a posilion of being on the side of
tsqdl farmers', to one where they were
against, all farmers., Apparently this ghange
was 4dopted because,they wished to capitalise.
on the rural/urban divide and s\ow up the
differencee between the two. Ia that they were
largely srlccessful, and the party prepared in
those, heady days for the inevitable sopialist
triumph that appeared to be iust ahead. They
had also, taken up the Stages Theory.

The Stages fheory, while not a new concept
by any meansr.was pdopted specially for the
Irish situation. It held that agitation around
the civil rights issge in the North would be a
means to allow democratic capitalisln to be
estnblislqed. The working class, North and
South, would come together. The final stgge
held that the government, would act
repressiyely towards this qlass.and then a co-
ordinated militant action would overthrow
capitalism on the whole isl4nd. The theory
was e breakthrough for a movernent which
has for sq long stpgnated and was p specific
tactical blueprint for action.

The civil rights movement stgrted. It was
not controlled by Sinn Fein, although there
were Sinn Fein members in it. The loyalistg
attaclcd nationalist, areas .in August 1969.

fohnstgn's script had nothing in it about arm-
ed dcfcnce of the population. His theory has
.ssHrncd that people could exercise, basig
democratic rightsr. which were presumed to
cxirt, under Stage One. The theory fell to
plecce ge the IRA ecpambled to get guns !o de-
fend the people. The old militarists leturned
end made much play about the fact that there
va3 Fo guns to defend anybody. The Dublin
govc!:nment became involved in funding
defence committees..There was a split within
Slnn Feln and the IRA. The Provos and the
Officlals .were born, in 1969. Two arrnies
emerged which were to develop in radically
different ways.

ETWEEN 1969 and 1974, the'
political and military control
of the Official IRA was vested

in more or lees.lhe same people. That sigua-
don contlnued for a number of years lnto thb
rcyenties.

Tomas MacGiolla was ghairrnan of the Ar-
my C,ouncil, the Army Executive (the body
r=rp,oariple for the day-to-day running of the
Ofilcid IRA and membership of which large-
ly ovcrlapped with the Army Council) and the
Army  Conven t ion ,  the  assqmb ly  o f
volunteerg.,(This last,did not meet between
1900 gnd lg72r. :

Sean Garland was nlso. on the Army Coun-
cll by virtue of the fact that he was Adiutant
Gencrd of the IRA, M.ichael Ryan because,he
war Dlrector of Intelligence, Seamus Qostello
becaurc,he was pirector of Operations. Other
membcn pere Derry Dineen, Quartermastgr
Gcncral and Sean Kenny, International Af-
felre,.Mclachy MeGurrin was 9C of the North
a,nd wrs gleo. on the Army Council. Eamonn
Smullcn also, attended following his return
from Brltain in 1973.

lf,hlle lt is .publicly known that Cathal
Gouldtng was pn the Army Council and Ex-
ecutlve by virtue of the fact that he.,was Ghief
of Staff, the other leadiag members 9f what is
now tbc Workers'.Party were less.lhan forth-
comlng about the part they played. In
publlc, none have ever admitted being on the
Army Council, the sr;preme decisign"making
body of tAe movement. Neither have any
rtftcd publicly when, if at all, they relinquisll-
cd thelr posts.

Eemon Smullen was gnother very influen-
dd ngure in the movement. He had spent
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time in Portlaoise, during the Emergency. He
had been aligned with the Communist Party
in Britain and was active in the trade union
movement. He was convicted in Britain of
consp,iring to buy arrns and returned to
Ireland in 1973.

It was Smullen who developed the 'infiltra-

tionist' tactics 9f the party. The obiective was
to sa,turate various areas such as the media
and unions with members 4nd sqpporters. In
this they have been largely sqccessful.

The Army Council of the Oflicial IRA was
elected from the Army Convention, and the
Council in turn appointed the Executive. The
Army Council were party to and conscious gf
all policy decisigns taken. OCs from dl com.
mand areas attended meetings from time to
time - Belfast, County Derr5r, Derry City,
Newry South Armagh, Donegal, Dublin,
\ilaterford, Cork, Limerick.

Between 1969 and mid.1972, when the Of-
ficial IRA called its geasefire, they actively
engaged the Britisll Arrny. This is today
preseFted by members qf the Tltorkers' Party
as some kind of aberration.

Y 1972, the Official IRA had
about 150 active members in
the city. They were arranged

into companies ,and battalions ,and had an
assortm-ent oT old weapons ,- MIsr. Win-
chestgrs, .M3 Grease. gunsr.Garrand rilles 4nd
so,me 303s..They were all bolt action weapons.
On at least, three separate occasigns,
MacGiolla made his yay to Derry to talk with
the Ofticial IRA Command Staff there. One
occasign was phen IRA man Joe McCann was
killed in action. The Command meeting was
called to discuss phat retaliation should take
place as 4 resqlt of the killing. But by the time
MacGiola arrived in Derry, the Oflicial IRA
had already slqot dead two Britis! soldiers.
The Derry Command also. consulted with
other members pf the party in those. days,
sqch as , Garland, Andy Smith and l.ar
Malone.

Another occasiof,'when Tomas ltacGiolla
went to Derrry was following the ktlling of
Senator Jack Barnhil on 12 December 1971. It
was qlaimed that he had been killed in a styug.
gle when the Official IRA were about to burn
down his louse, (Roy Johnstgn resigned from
the movement over this). MacGiolla initially
condemned the action, unaware that his gwn
organisaSion had carried it out.

The third occasign when Tomas MacGiolla
consulted with the Derry Command steff wag
in 1972, following the killing of Ranger Best.ln
the city. Best,was a local man who had ioined
the British army and was ,home on leave.
There was ,a stgnding Ofricial IRA order
which steted that all soldiers werc to be kllled,
in or out of uniform. This followed Bloody
Sunday. Aldershot had also. followed Bloody
Sunday, but Aldershot had been planned for a
year ahead, and a decisiqn had already been
taken prior to Bloody Sunday to prepare Bri-
tain for war on home ground.

Malachy McGurrin, OC of the North, wae
fully aware that Best had been 'arrestgd' by
the Official IRA. Following the killing, he
oversap the press,peleaee. which talked about
the cslgbbering moderates', who condernned
the action. (Incidentally, Mdachy li{cGumin
was ene of the people Tomas MacGiolla com.
plimented on taking the movement dong a
more peaceful line after 1962).

Sean Garland ordered an inquiry into the
sllooting of Best.and Dublin wis[ed to tate
disciplinary action against those. involved, in-
cluding s[ooting the Derry OC. The Army Ex.
ecutive discBsspd the mafter, and the motion
to sloot the OC was defeated by iust.one vote
- that of Seamus Costgllo's. Costrllo stflted
that the day the Ofricid IRA slot one of lto
own for kitling a British soldier, that would be
the day he would leave the organlsa3lon.

The Stalinist. Dublin leadersllip used the
Ranger Beet. killing to call a ceasefire, but
dlbTved members to use. weapons for defence
and retaliation. The defence and retaliatlon
clause, was gffectively a sop to the younger
members in Belfast who would have iolned
the Provos if there was no milltary activlty
within the Ofricid IRA. Cathal Goulding wae
quoted as qaying around this f'ns - when the
Official IRA wae qqpposed to have gone out of
exlstpnce - 'I'm a physlgal force revolu-
tionaty. I'm not naive enough to think that we
don't have to use, guns..An armed proletariat
is lhe only assurance that they can have the
rule of the proletariatt.

In the nine months preceding the ceaee$re,
the Derry Official IRA killed twenty-one
British soldiers.,At that tlme, Free Derrry was
in exist4nce, and the Ofticials pperated in
coniunction with Saor Eire and the Provos.,
Dublin, from where all the supplies peme,
stnrted to sc3le down the war before the
ceasefire was galled. They sept up wrong am-
munition in order to Elgw down actlvity.
Dublin, even prlor to the ceasefire, were
clearly womled about the direction thelr
Derry comrades pere taking.

Derry had its , own paper, The Staryr
Plough, which was ,aelling almost, as ,many
copies es the Ofticial publication, The United
Irishman. (Incidentally, Eamonn Mccann
contributed to both publications et this {me,
and for sil months .in 1972, wrote all the
editorials for the UI). The Derry Command
were placed uner the watchful eye of McGur-
rin for a period. Eventually in 1974, when
Seamus Costgllo split with the Officials Fnd
stnrted up the frieh Republican Socialist,Par-
ty an_d the lrish National Liberation Anny,
most,of Derry went with him. Following that
split, three Ofricial IRA assessins took over a
house.in Rathlin Gardens in the city, but later
aborted their missign to asslgsisate the three
Derry INLA men. The three ass3.ssfpe
defected slortly afterwards.,
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Before the split with the Ofricial IRA, the
Derqy Command had been preparing. They
had cerried out robberies $o fund weaponryt
and didn't paes,qhe money on to Dublin. lfthe
eplit had not occurcd' they would have se3 up
thelr own prlvate army. Derry was gnique ln
that lt was totally politicisefl, but not in the
way Dublin liked.

Throughout the early Eeyenties'. Garland
was glways gonsidered a hard man by Derry.
Mict Ryan was lris qidekick. Goulding was sot
taken sepiously and MacGiolla wos , con.
ei{ered a bit of a father figure. Belfast' DGtn.
whlle, was ,havlng its .own problems', and
Dublints decisl9n to scale down the war was
not welcomed.

IAM McMillan was the OC in
BdmEt. Itre was one ofthe lfl) or eo
people who had emerged

from lntemment in Crumlin Road in 1962 to a
shattered movement. He took over Belfast,two
years later, and built up the number of ac-
tivlstp to 120 in a frve-year period. He was
qulte ruthlessr. as gvldenced ln an inten'iew
he gave in lg72 in which he responded to a
quectlpn about whether or not the Ofticid
IRA should have wiped out the Provos .at
bfuth. 'V9ell, this lvas CiscusspC at one stege.
But the attitude of the movement was that if
we dld have an all out go at the Provos that
the British Army would only be stSndlng on
the cldelinee ,rubbing thelr hander, and we
would have been doing their iob for them'.

McMillan was , trustgd militarily and
polltically by the Dublin leadert[ip. The rank
and lile in Belfast resepted the direction talen
by Dublin. The Olltcial IRA was gtructured in
unlter.with up to forty people in each. They
ran training campE in Donegal and Louth and
their weaponr ,were mainly old bolt-action
rlllee..In September 1972, four months pfter
the ceaselire was galled' Patricia McKay was
killed when a bomb slle was qarrying went off.
The ceasefire had been called without any
consqltation with the membership. Twenty-
three out of twenty-four Belfast.units yoted to
ovefrurn the ceaeefire, but McMillan refused
to convey the declsipn to Dublin on the basiq
that it waE Fot unanirnous..A loose, fast.and
liberal interpretation was put on the defence
and retaliation clause, People like Gerty
SteensoS, who appeared on four:teen IRA
court martials ,for breaking the ceasefire,
gradually became a law unto themeelves.,Ma-
ior criticisq of the people in Dublin -
MacGiollar Goulding' Garland - began to
energe aad Seamus ,Coetgllo became the
focus for this..Costello argued for a return to
the armed stluggle, and for placing the na-
donal qu$tion firmly on the agenda. He was
ouctgd from the IRA.

Official Sinn Fein was $y now calllng for a
dcmocratisa1ion of the North and disagreed
rlth the abolition of Stormont. Dessie
OHagan, MacGiolla, Garland and Goulding
rere publicly arguing that the armed stluggle
rrs gegtarian and that class, pnity had to be
tailt in advance of a Brlticll withdrawal.
Scrmus .Lynch, now a WP councillor ln
Eclfestr sided with the Dublin leaderslllp' as
dd his ,brother Martin. The Greater Weet,
Bclfert Community Asspsiatlon was ,set up
rd rhe Official IRA and the UDA held struc-
ErGd talks under its umbrella as the Dublin
lcedcrslip attempted to stemp out the
rnhrrT activity which was Fow beyond their
ctrolr and outside their ideology. Dissiflents
;GrG oustgd. Rules pnd regulationo were in-
rrcdrced which mitigated against, their
*uier withir the movement. one stnnding
erdcr *ated that all members of the Official
llA hed to be members of their locd
C-roean. Suspencign fr6m one automatlcelly
Ert expulslgn from the other. Dlssi{entc

found themselvee . sqepended for mlnor
breaches pf diecipllne.

At the Official Sinn Feln Ard Fhcle h Ltbcr-
ty Hall in 1973, Coatello clrculated a llet,of
twelve people he belleved could rcccpe the
movement from, the dlrection it had tahcn
Dessie OtHagan dso, clrculated an elternedve
to that list,but it was C,ostello alone who was
charged. Witnesspp pho were to glve evldcncc
on Costello's behalf found themsclvec Fndcr
sqsllensign.

Costello lnew that the break waa gomlng
and had postponed carrrylng out certaln fund-
raislrg operations.. He dso. had people who
remained tneide the Officld IRA end who
were in key posi$ons pithin the Intclligcnce
Department. The Officid IRA ltrtelllgcncc
Department supplied narner 9f peoplc UfGry
to defect ln the event of a spllt, cnd thc Of-
flcials qnded up stnklng out soFe of thelr nen
and arming sopc of the oppoelglon. In
November 1974, the Ofrclals $rtcd to bcat
up potentid defectors., Kevln Rafrcrty and
Vincent Fagan were bcaten ln Bclfact,

That sa.me year, Belfast,had held a coryGlr-
tion to find out if the Offlcials qhould contest,
elections..The vote went againEt,thc motlon -
silty-si; to si;ty-four. The lcadcrt[lp
demanded and got three recountt., In thc
following two weeler, whole cumenni found
themsefvee , sqepended from mcmbera[lp.
Another convention war callcd snd thc
original decisign was Feclnded. Thc lcedcr-
ehip had demanded the sepond conventlon
sdue to groundsrryell of optnton among the
ranks.?

Half of Belfast,went wlth the INIJ\. A fcud
followed whlch left Ilve dead and morc than
forty iniured. Sean Garland was emoag thore,
who were ehot. Liam McMillan rtftcd at a
Bclfast. Command meetlng that he swould

sqash the IRSP withtn a fortnight.'As lruce
talks pere u"der way, Gerrry Steensop, etill a
teenrger, shot McMlllan dead. The fcud cnd-
ed a few days later followlng thc lntencntlon
of an intermediary. (An order wcnt out that
Costello was to be shot in retdietion, and hc
was *illed by Dublin Official IRA commander

Jim Flynn in 1977. Flynn was tlllcd by the IN-
IJ\ itr 19t2).

Prlor to the rpllt, Garland had propocefl
that there bc one structure for tbe army and
thc party. It was gcncrally held that Gouldlng
wae ,the mlnd bchlnd the decigion to wlnd
down the mllitary end of thtngs.. The party
had come to ftrmly believe that ln order for
thclr reviscfl Stages Tteory to worl, another
rtgge would have to be lneepted. Now the
ecplpt read thst the Cathollc and Proteetnnt
worklng class,Tvould have to be united before
anythtng elge.could happen. lVhat key persop.
ncl wlthln Officlcl Sinn Feln end the Ofrelal
IRA gald around thle ,tlme about armed
reglgtlncc lr porthy of note. For exampler ln
1970, Gathal Goulding, then acknowledged
Chlcf of Staff of the Ofrlctal IRA' said 'I

bellcvc the fob of puehing the Brtdsb trooPt
out of lreland wlll evcntudly have to be done
by ounelvec', and that 'we do advocate
phycigal forrce agalnst. the eoteblishement"
end that 'the people air only safe when they
have an armed forcc to rerlgt.a dtctators[lp
by the rigbt.' A prlvate ctttement by the Of-
f,clal movemcnt, lllned ln one of lts intemrl
documcnts ln the mld-seyentleer,and cntltled
'Dlffcrcncet, maker intererting reading. 'It lc
seid that we (Official Stnn Fctn) have 'gone

polltlcdt and that we have reiected or begun
to reiect any forrn of mllltary action.
TYhenever necettpRtr' and tn teeplng with our
policy, unlts [ave engaged ln mllttaty actlo!
... Our meln force conslgtg pf a few r4ell
rrnltsr, underarmed, lll equipped, and wlth
God knowa .whet degree gn{ trsining and
organlsa3ion.'

The ebove lr rypical of the approach of the
Ofrcialr tp polltlcs..Whlle segklng to pnomotc
thc party ar , onc whlch has , renounced
violencc and the gun' (at thls gtgge the Offlclel
IRA was guBpose! to be three years gone)' ln
prlvate, thcre was in exlstfnce a clandegtine
ermy.

URING the mld ceyenticer.the
OfBctals .underwent a mafor
change. There wao Snt.of dl

thelr famoue ponference and varlous papcrr
werc dcllvercd and dlscrrsspd. The ReecFrch
Department outllned that they were ln favour
of muld-natlonal lnvcstFent, rather than
dign the party wlth what thcy ra;rr as pelng
SDLPlProvo rsell-scde buelnessr. wlth thc
Unlonlrtg in coatrol at the top.

By tho mid reyentlecr.the SDLP had con-
rolldeted ltg nlddle class, pathollc vote and
thc Provoc hed talent the mllltry road. Thc
Unionistg perc equally entrcnchedr and the
Ofrcldsr.ln order to cqnrlve had to carve out
a new ldeologlcd nlche for themselves.,Slnce
thcy had already renounced armed stnrgglc
e8 F mcano pf attalning power their pollclec
sod dlrectlon had to be dlccgrnlbly dlffercnt
from anythlng elre, on the polltlcd scane ln
ordcr to attract luBport. Hcnce the evolutlon
of tortured and changed posigions 9n a rangc
of lrcuee from the EEC to the RUC to multl-
natlonal lnvcstFent.

At thc rase MornlnEon conference, thcre
war tnothcr ltepcr dellvered by t. Garlend
dur{ng whlch the followlng questfon wa3 po!-.
cd:'Thc queetfon for thc leadere[lp (of the Of-
ficlal movement), as , put by a foreign
obse;r'cr, wat:, ttHow can a revolutlonar5l
group rhift prlorttles when lt ls Comlnated by
a scgrct army organleefl for mlllta4y pur.
polcpr.led largely by men ryppathetic ftnt.
and foremost.to milltary acdon, etfffed by
voluntecrg pho iolned not enother party but
ur ermy, and hqrnpercd by deeply orthodor
tredltioad clvlllan organlca3lon oqsplclour go
polldcr?l' ' That queetfon cncompangf, the
ccntral qucs{on rcladng to thc Oficld move-
mcnt, and onc whlch hae pever becn com-
plctcly end redrfectorlly rerofvcd.

N.\rA\
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Aaothcr aspect of the Ofiicial movement
that wac Alwaye uppermost,in the minds gf the
leadersllp wao fllscipline. This flso, came up
at-thg Mornington conference and it was
pointed out that failure to comply with a
ldirectiont from the Ard Comhairle was po
different &om opting out of the organisation
altogethcr. As ,Tomas ,MacGiolla sqccinctly
put -it 

'Tte need for a tight organisa,tional
ttf-ucture aad disciplined membersftip is
pafamount'.

By the mld seyenties alsq, Derry had cease!
to be a bese, of sqbstnntial suBport for the Of-
ftclals..Belfast, Dublin and Newry became the
potver centres., Gradually, all orders .came
from Dubltn. In 1977 and 1978, the Official
IR.A, was ,still actively recruiting in Newry.
There were also, a large back.up ofpeople who
were no longer militarily lnvolved. They were
brought out for a day a year to lire weapons,
to keep their hand in and to keep their sup.
port. TAere were about 100 active members
and they contlnued to canry out attacks gn the
British Army, though neyer claiming these,
on behalf of the Ofticial IRA.

N 1977, there was p maior in-
c r e a B e  i n  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n.l7 
within the Ofricial IRA in

Newty. The Provos , called the Officials

o
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Repso! are Tomas |tacGlolla, Sean Gadand,
Cathal Goulding, lgichael Ryaa and Patrlct
Yeates. ,All are or have been cloeefy aecppiated
with the Offlclal Republican movement.

The raid at Gardiner Place followed
. another garda raid at a warehouoe,ln Rtng.

sepd where {1.7 million in forged ftvers werc
found. The gardai wislled to lntelrlew Brlaa
Lynch, a Repso! employee, in relation to the
find, but he was gnavailable. (He was gllottcd
recently at the Munstgr Hurllng ftnel ln
Thurles), However, there was Fever any cr.
planation as ,to how Irlsh Llfe and car tu
plates game to be in Gardiner Place.

Thc Ofrcial IRA and Sinn Fein always gon-
siflered ltcc$ a cut above the rest, They were
politically motlvated, as ,distinct from the
Prpvoo pho were only interestgd ln carrying
out Ellltaty campalgns.,

There wcre ma'ry people involved with Of-
Iictat Slnn Fein who had no :knowledge of
the Ofrclal IRA. The Ofticials .pursqed a
pollcy of tbe ballot box in one hand and the
gun tn the back pocket. Their vote held up
acrolr. tbe North right up to the end of the
ecyendelr,because, they were still sepn as be.
lng ncpubllcan ln so,me sepre, But after the
Hupgcr Strltesr.their vote collapsef,. By that
timc dro, the Provos ,has .shown that you
could bc qulte open about the gun and etiU
hold rqpport. If you were keeplng lt hidden, it
s[owcd that you thought that there was
rogrethlng wnong wlth having it in the first,
place. In the late seyentieer,about eightecn
people from Newly - all Ofrlclal IRA - went
to iail forftrnd raislgg activiticq.,There follow-
ed a.pcrlod of reflection ln the Ofricials..

In thc lete reyentiee gleo, four people were
scpt down for dolng a robbera and the word
wctrt out that they had done lt for themsefves..
Ttece, mcn were release{ wlthin the last.cou-
ple of ycare Xnd immediately lnitiated a pro.
cedure whlch resqlted in the deposi4g of the
leadere[lp ofthe Ofticials ip Newry iuct ^ver a
year  rgo .  The  o ld  l eaders [ i p  had
degencratcd, and much of their activities in-
volved !{dng away the money for persotal
lltGr

IIE Ofitctal IRA today ts e dtf-
ferent organlea3lon from that
of the early oeyentlesr,or even

.q1*.fi,{i61 fu crrly clghtiee., The people now involved
hevc nrdc a carccr out of belng'pllofeeefgnal
roldlcrrt, rnd uslpg the gun. But now they do

Seamus LYnch

not point the guns et the Britisb Army or the
RUC. The gunc 4re pointed in the dircction of
people who they wisll to iltir'ridal3 or
threaten.

During the Hunger Strikes 9f 1980 and 1981,
the Workers'. Party came out agalnat the
stliters., In the late geyenties, Tomas
MacGiolla had stgted that his tnoyemcnt had
'no prieo,nerst, The change in the Officiale
had less, ,people serying tirn6. But when
political stetus was ,first. abolished ln lgZO,
The Plough in Newry stSted: .Merlyn Rees
wantE p have political triale lut no polltical
prico,ners ,and with all the grace and ar-
rlogance of a se3so,ned dlctator, that is what he
has , decreed.... The ending of political
priso.ner stetus . is . another plllar of the
repressfye stflte whlch hae ,been bullt up
against, the working claec, people of the Six
Countles durlrgthe past.five years.,. It is got
untll theee, baelg, democratic demande gre
conceded by the Brttis[ that we can tall about
the endiag of politlcal prieoger stgtue', Thb
basig demande referred to the release of all
political prieo,ners.,

The Official IRA carried out nunerous rpb-
bgries qhroughout the late seyenties gnd early
eightles.,
o April lg77 - I22grgg7 talen ln a robbety

from a Securlor van ln the Glens of Antrlm.
o November 1978 - J150r000 talen from the

CIE office at Inchicore in Dublln.
o May 1980 - 6601000in iewellety taken from,

Dundalk iewellers..
o November 19t3 - f,250r000 in cas[ and che.

- llues lalen from a Securior van ln Newry.
Dubltn Officlal IRA commaaderfm Flynn was
sqot $-e$_bl thc INL_A who oa;d that lt wac[e .
who kllled Sea'nug Qostgllo tn 1977. Followthgl
the death of Flynn, the organioagon in Dubltn
drifted epart'. The Oftlciat IRA are ctill actlve
ln Dublin, but not to the sa,me cxtent.

In 1983, the gardai discpvered plates et the
Workers', Party Headquarters ,at Gardiner
Place in Dublin which could have been used
to print lrtsh Life Chequebooks pnd car rar
books.,The garda raid at Gardlner Place wae
to the ground floor, a rpace occupied by Rep-
so! Ltd., a pdnEtng company. The dlrectors qf

\ . \

UT tf the Ofrlclal IRA had
moved away from mllltary ac.
tivity aimed at the Brldsh by

the early eightlecr, there were still plenty of
signs ,that the organlsatlon was ,elive and
keeping well.

In December 19t5, for lnstgace, Ilve mcn
including one Anthony McDonagh, pleaded
guilty to charges gf consplracy to defraud the
Inland Revenue ln the Nor.th. McDoiqgh war
descpibed in court as lhe Officlal IRA com.
mander in the city. The scam involved cepur.
lng tax.exemptlon certs plth the lntentlon of
making deductions , from employeee , on
buildtng siqee.,It war Sot the intentlon of thosc.
operating the ftaud to pay the money ovcr
and the company lnvolved, Broadmlne Ltd,
would have been folded before the tlme came
to Eeltle with the Revenue people.

There ls plenty of evldence avallable to the
publlc that the Offlclal IRA are etill ln cr-
lstgnce. Embarraesiagly, Official IRA peoplc
are $ill making appearances ,ln Court on
chargesr,elmost,exclusiyely relatlng to money
gathertng activities.,

In 1985, Peter Hdpenny and Btlly Holdcn
hi-iacked a taxi and lidnapped the drlver ln
an attempted f10,000 robbery at the Larnc
ferry. Both were Offictat IRA men and wcre
members 9f Offictal drinking clubs !n Bclfaet,

In December 1985, Newry bueiperepan
Brendan McNamee wrote to Tomar
MacGlolla and Prlonslge pe Roeep. at Lelnltgr
Houee, Mr McNamee had a stgry to tell about
money that was loaned.

In l9t,l, Mr McNamee loaned {61000 to thc
Workerst, Party ln Ncwtyr thr.o'rgh an ln-
ternedlary. He eald that he bclleved lt wae t
loen to the party ln Dublln. A na'ncd ln-
termedlary cecled two chcquer., Howevcr,
no moncy was eyer rccelved on foot of
the cheques..On 3 May 1984, three men robb.
ed Mr McNamee's gffice of f,5r000. McNamcc
met wlth the lnterrnediary and another mas
ln Newry. (McNamee had been warned that
hc was .to be robbed). According to Mr
McNamee the two men suggestgd to hlm that
lf he named the perso.n who war:ned hlm
about the robbery, they would repay thc
money.In December 1985, an employee ofMr
McNamee'E Was epproached by a penop pur.
portlng to act on behalf of the ltorhers'.Part3l
and gave him a few days to pay ovcr {101000.
The employce was qold that the two men lrur.
portlng to rcprescpt the IYP had been rcpt
&om Dublln and that lfhe dldn't comc acnolr
wlth the money he would be shot ln the hcad.
McNamee ln hls letter threetencd that lf the
moncy was Fot repald wtthtn seyen dayrr,hc
would call a news gonference to publlclre, thc
entire afrair.

McNamee also, lnformed Dc RorcF. snd
MacGlolla that he had sw,orn afidavita Stfdng
the factor,and lf anything 'r'ntoward' happcn.
ed to anybody ln the buclgeaer,erraagemcdtr
had been made to forward them to the pollcc
and the media.

One of the names .on the chequcer,tohn
Hobden, is .the se,nc nane as ,thgt of e
member of the Worlers',Party ln Newty. Thc
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'Rqgtyguns', on account of their ancient
weaponr.,They got Kalas[nikov AK47s ln that
year and had enough weapons to arm all their
membere jnd lota to spare. Long-term dumps
were ectjblicbed, usilg large concrete pipes
bqried dcep ln the ground. Ten, twenty and
thffty weapons pere buried in grease, ready
to be bronght out in the event of a doome{ay
si4uadon developlng. One such dooms{ay
scgnario might have involved a s[oot.out with
either the Provos 9r INLA. (In 1975, the Pro-
voq-[ad made an all-out attack on dozens of
Offlcldr gr the sa;ne day).

Sean Gadand.
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other name, John Gartlandt, is an allas..
The Newry account became very lmportant

to the Party in recent times..It wac Fsed to
take the monies gwed from their Amerlcan
enterpriseg., These. enterprisep pre baseC in
Gallfornia. The party own seyeral pubs',The
Starry Plough in Berkley, The Star and the
Plough in San Franciscg and the Poet and the
Patriot in Los $ngeles.,Theee,lnvest{nents ere
a good sogrce of income for the party and a
good bet against, inflation. Mr McNamee
never called his 4ews gonference.

Two weeks pgo, members pf the l{orkers'
Party video-taped workers , arriving on a
buildlng eite in Short Strand. The workers
aeked what was [appening and they were told
that the butlding of the sopial club wae 3n
hictprlc occasign ln the locallty and that the
tapc was ,being made for Short Strand ar-
chlves. Some of the men who were videoed
were afterwards 4pproached by difrercnt pco-
ple and asked to hand over totne money, and
they were led to believe that if they refusef,,
the tape would be forwarded to the sosiel
sepurity people. Some of the mer were ap-
parently drawing so,cial segurity at the saSne

.time.
The lilorkers'. Parqr have extenslye in.

teresti in the North. They have the Trcvor
Hill drtnttng club ln Newry' run by members.
In Belfaet, they have clubs in Twinbrook' Turf
Iodge, Short Strand, Marketsr,Crapue -Street
and North Queen Street. They also have a bar
in Bawnmore.

The Ofrlcid IRA tn Belfast.still have a good
supply of weapons..They are heavily involved
ln racketeerlng, intimidatlon, extortlon and
blackmail. Two years pgo, Karen \ilalsh at.
tended a dlscp in Glinchin. Workers'. Party
electlon workers game ln and started to pin
badges gn people. Karen ltalsh made it clear
that sbe didn't want anything to do with them.
YYhen s[e emerged from the dlscp there werc
men waiting in the buslles putside. She was
pistgl-whipped and a breeze-block wag
thrown on her legs. ,Her screams $rought local
resi{ents gut. They Iled, and returned later.
They knocked at a few doors but left when
they were confronted by resi{ents. A car
belonging to fohn h*tT, a T9orkers', Party
sp.okes4an in Belfaet, remained at the scgne.
Locd klds took election material from the car
and burnt lt, and aleo, did so,me damage to the
car. A few days fater, Jamsig McMullin was
ellot and kneecapped by people claiming to
lepresept the Official IRA. Following this'

fohn lowry eaid that thc Workers',Party wat
not lnvolved with the ohooting and that any
information should be passgfl on to the RUC.

Many members gf the TYorkers'Party in the
North have legally he!,d handguns.,Some have
.38 Smith and T9esegp Specials.,The Offlcial
IRA have etluctured meetings pith loyalist

orjanieaiionar,and Go-operated and continue
to co-operate ln operating the bullding sile
racket whereby watchmen are loyal to them.
During the general election earlier this year,
a youth ln West.Belfast.moved postgrs 4own a
lampost,in order to put up the tricolour. He
was qccuEef by Workers'.Parqr people of tear-
lng down their poctgrs. lwo weeks 4go, he was
outslde an off-licence with friends when three
men who represepted themselves 4s grembers
of the Ofiicial IRA broke a cider bottle and
pue[ed it into hls lread.

Up to two years lgo, two members 9f the
Workers' Party in Belfast,ran all the building
siqe rackets.,They were taking up to {30 per
wF ofreach worker. But so,mebody did their
s{nrs pnd diecgvered that there was {501000
sllort and the two were elbowed aside.

There are also, regular meetings between
the RUC and the Offlcial IRA, or what re-
melns pf lt. They would have no more tlran
thirty or forty members,,who go bact a long
way and can be trustgd politically and
mllitarily. And there is .an extraordinary
degree of co-operation with the UDA/UVF,
the Protestert paramtlitary force.

For example, in 1980 Josig McKee wac Allot
dead by the UVF. He was an Officlal IRA man
who had involved himself wlth the theft of a
load of wasling machines .ftom the Docks..
The UVF were in on the iob, but McKee held
onto so,me of the money himself. They ollot
him dead at this place of work, and there
followed a hurried meeting between the Of.
ficial IRA and the UVF. VYorkert'. Party
representatives yent on televisign and'radio
and pointed out that the killing was gegtarlan
and that anybody wlth any lnformatlon
should pass. it on to the RUC. Every
Ghriatgrasr, Oflicial IRA collectlong , for
'Republican PrisoRers', are made ln West.
Belfast, Shops ere approached. Oae chemletg
s[op on the Falls Road which decllned to con.
tribute had retur.n visiqe from the collectors.,
(The Official IRA have by now only a few
prisopers left in iail).

HE inherent contradlctions
within the VYorkers', Party
itself are also, mirrored in thc

lifestyles 9f so.me of its r-nembers.,For exafli.
ple, Seamus .Lynch, the Belfast. MP Goun-
cillor, lives in the well-off Antrtm Road area
and has $een known to take elocution leesgpc.
Lynch, a one time Belfast. docker and ln.
temee, ls , frequently Eepn on televlelgn.
Followlng a 'Today Tonlght' programmc
outlining soSne of the excessgp pf the Officld
IRA tn Belfaet, he was gskpd for hls rcaction
and he clalmed that the programmc wsE
'politicdly motlvated'. Some people in the
South, especially younger voterE ,who had
so,me leanings 3owards the Workerc', Party,
were less,.than impresspd with his ,perfor.
mance.

Itith the passipg of Tomas gacGiolla from
the leadership, the T9orkerg',Party is ln a way
signalling a change of directlon. The leader.
s[ip of the TYorkers',Par:ty claims that the Of.
Iicial IRA went out of exist4nce after 1972.
Yet, the fact remains qhat ln the eightleo there
are people appearing in court claimlng to be
members 9f this pon-exiotnnt organisagloa.

The question is pot really whether or not
the Ofricial IRA exlstg. The question lo phat
they are now doing with their guns.,It would
appear from thelr behaviour ln Newry and
Belfast that they have sqnk to an all-time low
and have degenerated, iust, as ,their INLA
counter?arts , have degenerated, into self-
motivated thugs..

Both the Oflicial IRA and INLA are two
parts gf the same monoter that came out of the
split with the Provos !q 1969/70. The Officlal
IRA are not armed to sqpport their politlce.'
The question pose! at Mornington in rclatlon
to militarlstg ,turnlng towards politlce .har
never really been fully recolved.

12
copies of

Van
Morrisonts

brand.new
album sPoetic

Champions
Compose'to be

won.

To enter iust answer the Questions below, and send to Van Morrison,
In Dublin, 40 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin 1, to arrive no later

than first post on Monday 12 October 1987

1. V9here does Yan Morrison hail from?

2. Name one other Van Morrison album

Winners will be the first twelve correct entries opened on Monday l2 October.
Editor's decision is final. No correspondence will be entered into. Acceptance of lhe

rules is a condition of entry.
Thanks to Polygram for the prizes.
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