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FINTAN O'TOOLE
ON ISRAEL
A RATHER Jesuitical argument from
Irish Times resident ideologue Fintan
O'Toole came in a polemic this week
claiming: "It's striking how brazen
incitement against Irish Jews has
become."

O'Toole used
the rantings of far-
right journalists
Gemma O'Doherty
and John Waters in
the freesheet they
edit, the lrish Light,
which contains a
torrent of obscene,
antisemitic matter,
much of which came
from extremists
abroad.

Examples of this
stuff occupied more than half of O'Toole's
column before he segued into the claim that
this kind of antisemitism has become so
"brazen and open" in today's Ireland.

Why, where and by whom? O'Doherty
and Waters? Two far-right eccentrics that
have been eclipsed by the new factions on the
right in the last year or so?

The point of the column appears to be
Fintan's anxiety to disassociate himself
from Ireland's global image as strongly pro-
Palestinian and to show he believes this trend
to be antisemitic.

He devotes a few dozen words to
criticising the argument that pro-Palestinian
equals antisemitism before asserting in the
same paragraph that antisemitism is very
real and has deep roots in Europe - this as
the daily Israeli carnage rn Gaza reaches
new heights of depravity or "catastrophe", as
O'Toole describes it.

Alternatively, he refers to the "Hamas
pogroms" (the mortality ratio here is about 20
to one against Palestinians).

With unparalleled irony, O'Toole goes on
to weep on the page about a displaced and
persecuted people pining for a safe homeland
- and no, he is not talking about Palestinians.
He even makes a ludicrous comparison

tintan OToole

between the collective punishment of Gaza
civilians and the collective blaming in
response of "all Jews" for Israeli behaviour.

Fintan is not a stupid man. He must know
that the chief and practically sole purveyor
of the notion that all Jews equals Israel is in
fact the Israeli state and its supporters - not
Palestinian supporters in Ireland.

O'Toole may be feeling the pressure, not
from Irish political elements but from further
afield. He was for some years drama critic of
the Daily News in New York and was also
a visiting lecturer in Princeton University.
He was a resident of New York for a period
and is currently an advising editor at the New
York Review,for which he also writes.

The UK Guardian also takes a regular
column from Fintan, which may help to
explain the supportive reference in this
week's column to British comic and fervent
Israeli supporter David Baddiel, who has
accused the "progressive left" of refusing to
fight for Jewish people.

O'Toole has form on Israel. He once
offered the fantastic argument against
proposed boycotts of Israeli cultural and
other entities that "boycotts will always be
interpreted as an expression of antisemitism
and as a prelude to worse attacks".

Did Captain Boycott's tenants realise they
were embryonic Nazis?

BLOODY SUNDAY:
KITSON AND WILFORD
COL DEREK WILFORD, thE
commander of 1 Para in Northern Ireland
in 1972, died last November. His former
superior, Brigadier (later, General) Sir
Frank Kitson, passed away earlier this
month. Both men brought secrets about
Bloody Sunday with them to the grave.
'Soldier F', formerly of 1 Para,may now
be the only living witness who knows
precisely what spurred him and his
comrades to murder 13 unarmed civilians
in Derry on January 30, 1972.

Soldier F revealed that, shortly before the
massacre, he and Soldier G received a visit
from Wilford at the Presbyterian Church,
adjacent to the Bogside, while they were
waiting to deploy. In 1972 in a statement to

the Wid-sery' tr ibunal. Solt l ic 'r  F :aid i t  "was a
bit unusual for fWiltord j to e onre around like
this".

Lord Sav i l le  conc lLrded in  h i :1010 repor t
that the soldiers spun out of corrtrol ttlr no
apparent reason. He ignored thc- po..ibilitr
that they were acting in accordance n ith a
plan to provoke the IRA to come out all cLrns
blazing and provide 1 Para rvith an e\clr\c
to invade 'Free Derry'. This is exactll thc
type of operation in which Kitson, the British
Army's counter-insurgency guru. specialised.
Wilford reported to Kitson, who was his
immediate superior.

The British Army was in receipt of
deceitful information that IRA auxiliaries
were lined up
to attack British
soldiers if they
encroached upon
'Free Deny'. The
top brass and
MI5 believed the
information rvas
rel iable. In real i ty.
the IRA had resolved
not to engage rvith
the army that day.

In July 1971. I
Para had attempted
to provoke the IRA
in Derry into battle
during Operation Hailstone but the IRA had
not taken the bait.In retirement. Wilford
hinted that the Bloody Sunday plan rvas a
second attempt to provoke the IRA to come
out fighting on the streets. If so, what he said
to soldiers F and G at the Presbyterian Church
was crucial.

Soldier G died in South Africa in the
1980s fighting for the pro-Apartheid regime
there. Now, with Wilford gone, only Soldier
F has first-hand knowledge about whether
Wilford ordered him to shoot at civilians
to apply maximum pressure on the IRA to
respond.

General Sir Michael Jackson, the former
head of the British Army, who served as an
aide to Wilford,let slip in his memoirs that
Kitson "offered a trenchant comment" to
Wilford after he spoke to him upon his return
to Belfast: "What I don't understand is why,
having got that far in, you didn't go on and
sort the whole bloody mess out."

Frank Kitson
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KITSON'S DIRTY WAR
THE RECENT demise of General Sir
Frank Kitson (see The Phoenix l2lll24)
was a blessing in disguise for the darker
elements of the British establishment:
Kitson cannot now let slip anything he
knows about the roots of the 'dirtv war'
in Ireland.

Kitson was the
architect of UK
state collusion with
murderous loyalist
'pseudo-gangs' - ie
terror cells con-
trolled by British
intelligence.

In April1972,
Kitson was edged
out of the north by
NI secretary of state
William Whitelaw
five months before
the end of his tour of
duty. Kitson flew out of Belfast in a helicop-
ter but his career was far from over. He rose
to become commander-in-chief in the UK's
land forces and aide de camp to Queen Eliza-
beth II. And his counterinsurgency tactics
became a pefinanent feature of Britain's mili-
tary and security strategy during the Troubles.

One of the victims of the first phase of
State-loyalist collusion was Eugene 'Paddy'

Heenan, who was murdered by a UDA
'pseudo-gang' in February 1973. The gang
included Albert 'Ginger' Baker, an ex-soldier
turned undercover British agent. Heenan was
killed when Baker lobbed a grenade into a
bus carrying Catholic workmen.

In 2015, Heenan's family issued a writ
against Kitson and the UK's defence ministry.
It now looks like it will fall foul of the so-
called 'legacy legislation' that Rishi Sunak's
government is currently pushing through
Westminster.

The Irish Government. of course. is
preparing an intra-state action against the
proposed UK legislation on the basis it con-
travenes the European Convention on Human
Rights.

It would be a courageous observer indeed
who would predict the likely fate of the Heen-
an family action. Some of the truth about

the murder is, however, on public record. In
I973,Baker suffered a breakdown and con-
fessed his crimes to the Warminster Constab-
ulary. Baker was put on trial but his links to
the intelligence community were concealed.
He was then thrown into prison for life.

In the mid-1980s, while Kitson was enjoy-
ing the company of Her Majesty at garden
parties, Baker's displeasure at his ongoing
detention was becoming more and more
intense.

In the late 1980s, Baker produced a hand-
written account of his murder spree. Among
his revelations, he described how RUC offic-
ers had spirited guns through security check
points in Belfast for distribution to loyalist
assassins at designated murder sites before
retrieving them for safekeeping.

Baker, who was born in 1951, was
released from prison in 1992 and is still alive.
He has since gone to ground.
If, as expected, Sunak's legacy legislation
becomes law, the public will nonetheless be
able to consult a growing library of books on
the dirty war, such as Kitson's lrish Warby
David Burke (see The Phoenix,I0l9l2l).

DISSIDENTS SPLIT THE
DIFFERENCE
WHILE SINN F6in's project has brought
the republican movement close to state
power north and south, the factions
that split away from SF retreated into
political ghettoes and fruitless attempts
to revive the 'armed struggle'. Now,
two such dissident political groups are
attempting a left-republican renewal with
a unification process.

The development of a close working
relationship between Eirigi and the 1916
Societies is a reversal of Brendan Behan's
cynical quip that for most republican
organisations "the first item on the agenda
is the split". In recent months the protests,
gublic meetings and commemorations that
Eirigi and the 1916 Societies have jointly
organised seem to run contrary to the long
tradition of republicans splitting over
ideological differences.

Both organisations split from Sinn F6in
in the noughties, with Eirfgi formed in 2006

by a group of mainly Dublin-based activists,
including some key head office workers,
'while the 1916 Societies emerged in Tyrone
in 2009. In the years that follorved, the
fortunes of both organishtions have rvaxed
and waned (mainly the latter). It norv appears
that the two leaders - WI6 Societies"Frankie
Quinn and Eirfgf's Brian Leeson - have
managed to persuade members of both
organisations that they should uni,te..

After some initial meetings last year
an ningt delegation - including Leeson,
Mickey Moran and
former Garvaghy
Road protest
leader Breand6n
Mac Cionnaith -

travelled to Tyrone
in September and
afterwards posted
on their social
media accounts
how the purpose of
meeting rvas to talk
about co-operation
between republican
orsanisations.

Since then. they : l
jointly organised a debate - Where now for
Irish Republicanism? - in Dublin; which
was followed in December with an online
talk, The History of Fascism.in lreland,
by historian Dr Piidrai-e O-e 6 Ruairc. This
sought to put the recent emergence of the far
right in historical context. l

At the recent national demonstration for
Palestine in Dublin, activists from Eirigf
and the 1916 Societies marched together
behind a banner that read "Expel the Israeli
Ambassador" and which bore the logos of
both organisations. They also distributed
thousands of joint leaflets to marchers. Last
Saturday members of both organisations
came together for a meeting to discuss future
co-operation.

At present, the left of the Irish political
landscape is a crowded scene. Not only is
SF marching towards power but the Social
Democrats, Labour, People Before Profit
and Independent left TDs are fighting for
ascendancy of the left.

These latter groups have 20 TDs between
them, so can Leeson and Quinn find a niche
for their extra-parliamentary project?
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IRELAND AT NATO
MEETINGS
LAST JUNE, when President Michael D
Higgins commented on the Government's
Forum on International Securitv. he
talked of a dangerous "drift"
away from Ireland's long-
standing policy of neutrality.
T6naiste and foreign affairs
minister Miche6l Martin was
quick to dismiss Higgins's
assertions, claiming: "The
Government have made clear
that we do not intend to change
Ireland's policy of military
neutrality."

In the first weeks of 2024,the
Government has continued this
drift away from neutrality and
towards Nato. On January Il and
i8 in Nato's Brussels headquarters, the 31
chiefs of defence forces of Nato countries
came together as Nato's Military Committee
- with Ireland's Defence Forces chief of
staff, General Se6n Clancy, in attendance.
Discussions focused on Nato's defence plans,
its capacity to engage in warfare and its
continued support for Ukraine.

Opening the conference, committee chair
Admiral Rob Bauer claimed that Nato "face[s]
the most dangerous world in decades". He
added: "In this new era ofcollective defence
we must defend not only the physical safety
of our one billion people and 31 (soon to be
32) nations, we are defending freedom and
democracy... Today, our peace is threatened.
War, terrorism, instability. Authoritarian
states threaten our values. We need a strong
Nato more than ever and a strong Nato is what
we have."

The Military Committee also met with
the chiefs of defence from Nato's Partner
Interoperability Advocacy Group (PIAG),
which includes Ireland. Ireland's participation
in the PIAG allows it not only to participate in
Nato training and exercises but,also access to
certain levels of classified information.

At the conference, Clancy was on
hand to hear the emphasis Nato put on the
interoperability of the Irish Defence Forces

AFIAIRS OFIHE N/TICN
with the defence forces of Nato members.

Also in January, senator Gerard
Craughwell led an Irish delegation to visit thb
Nato Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of
Excellence (CCDCOE) in Tallinn, Estonia. He
posted on X that the trip was really positive -

although, unfortunately, he managed to leave
out the acronym Nato when he tweeted: "I
was delighted to lead a delegation of Irish
academics & FE Trainees to #Estonia and,
in particular, to visit the excellent @ccdcoe
centre. My thanks to @defenceforces Comdt
Hickey for his briefing and Director Mart
Noorma for his excellent presentation".

Craughwell's enthusiasm for Irish
involvement in the CCDCOE and
positive remarks about Hickey's
briefing might surprise some,
considering comments the senator
made regarding Ireland's Defence
Forces last July, when he said:
"Some people are fearful that the
Government would force Ireland
to join Nato, but they wouldn't
want us. We have nothing to give.
We big ourselves up seeking high-
profile seats on the UN Security
Council etc. In reality, we are now
a laughing stock."

Of course, Craughr,vell has
much military experience, having

served in the British Army with the Kings
Division of the Royal Irish Rangers from 1969
untll 19'74, at the height of the Troubles, after
which he returned to Ireland to join the Irish
Army, where he rose to the rank of sergeant.

When Ireland joined Nato's CCDCOE
in May 2023, it did so at the same time
as Iceland, Japan and Ukraine. Ireland's
participation in Nato initiatives has for long
undermined the foundations of our claim to
neutrality. As members of Nato's CCDCOE,
we are allied in cybersecurity to Ukraine, a
country at war.

Not only does the CCDCOE help Ukraine
in its daily cyber conflict with Russia but last
September it also held the Symposium on
Cyber and International Law - Cyber in War:
Lessons from the Russia-Ukraine Conflict,
which looked to analyse the use of cyber
tools as means and methods of warfare and
at the role played by the private sector and
individual actors in the war in Ukraine.

When you consider how gung-ho
Craughwell is for Nato's CCDCOE, it is no
surprise that he has no time for the supreme
commander of the Defence Forces, President
Higgins. Recently Craughwell has been
tweeting and retweeting on X criticisms of the
salary received by Higgins.
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It involves making
intentional decisions
about what to keep,
donate, or discard.
In doing so,  we
create space for new
possib i l i t ies and a
sense of  calmness in
our l ives. Darren
Kennedy on
throwing things
away, Sunday
lndependent Life
Mogozine

On Zoom from his home in London, looking far
younger than his 60 summers, Norton is a splash
of  can-do sunshine in a whi te t -shir t  and open
red shirt. Donal O'Donoghue on Graham
Norton, RTE Guide

I think for 25 years there's been a combat in which
unionism hasn't bothered to get on the battlefield
and has sat back constantly trying to placate
and appease nationalists. I think it 's about time
unionism took the gloves off. f amie Bryson,
lrish Times

It's a raw, unfiltered form of communication that
transcends the polished veneer of our digital
personas. Lorraine Courtney on letters,
Irish Independent

When the storm subsided, St Thomas'and Watty
Graham's Glen were left standing. In their wake,
scattered around Croke Park, lay the broken
dreams of O'Loughlin Gaels and St Brigid's. The
closing salvos of both All-lreland club finals landed
like unsparing tornadoes. Gordon Manning,
lrish Times

Taking time to have a bath, or to meditate, or to
read. Finding a litt le bit of space to reflect where
you're not just a human 'doing'. There's a bit more
'being' going on there. David Flynn of The
Happy Pear on his ambitions for 2024,
Sundoy lndependent Life Mogazine

Being more intentional in clothing choices could
help you reach your fitness goals. Clothing can
empower, aid productivity and influence your
confidence; the same can be said for activewear.
Corina Galley, lrish limes

The brand's dedication to innovation and
sustainability aligns perfectly with the values we
cherish at Brown Thomas Arnotts. Embodying the
stringent criteria we set forth, their remarkable
journey showcased not only a robust sales
performance but also a passionate engagement
with the process. Brown Thomas Arnotts'
Vena Doyle on the winner of its Pitch 23
devefopment fund, ntE Cuiae

I'm just trying to stay calm. l 've been doing litt le
kind of guided meditations when I have time, just

sitting staring at walls as well. Rosanna Davison
on coping with the stresses of being on
Dancing with the Stors, Irish Independent

Please send suitable contributions to: The

Hot Air Brigade, The Phoenix, 44 Lr Baggot

St, Dublin 2 or email: hotair@thi:phoenix.ie

Darren Kennedy
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Department of Defense's National Guard
State Partnership Program (NGSPP). With
over a thousand events organised with partner
countries each year, the NGSPP is seen as
key to meeting the US's security co-operation
objectives. The National Guard aims to
improve interoperability with the defence
forces with which it works around the world
in areas such as infantry tactics; counter-
terrorism; aviation operations; and leader,
staff, officer and NCO development.

Hokanson told McCrum and her officials
in the Department of Defence: "When we
work with like-minded partners, together
we make the world a safer place for the
advancement of our shared values." Like
backing Israel to the hilt with awesome multi-
billion weapons of war with which to commit
genocide?

According to an article on the National
Guard's website, Clancy "told Hokanson the
[Irish defence] force is working to refine its
culture and overhaul its structure. He also
expressed a need for Ireland's forces to be

Continued on pape 4

THE UBIQaITOUS MattCooper was tak-
ing pops at RTE once again last weekend in
/fte Business Post, a pastime neither he nor
his editorfeels should be qualifrcd by any
mention of the degree to which his views as
an independent commentator are hopelessly
compromised.

While the hackfound space on a couple of
occasions to plug his new podcasting gig with
Ivan Yates, there was no room to mention
that Matt's day job is as a radio presenter on
the independent commerci.al station Todny
FM, competing directly with RfE nadio i's
Drivetime s/o/.

This di.dn't stop the commentator explain-
ing to Post readers that RTE's funding
should depend directly on the services it sup-
plies and asking: "Is RTE runfor the benefit
of its employees or the licence fee payers?"
As far as Cooper is concernedrthe reform to
save Montrose from "afi.nanci.al crisis that
would close any private sector operatof'is
proceeding at a glacial pace and is "fur less
radical than would happen in a more com-
mercially foc used media organisation",

Wi.dening his scope,Matt notes the po-
tenti.al impact of a successfulToy Show The
Musical on other producers and theatres,
something that would have simply been "an
abuse of monopoly powef'.

Cooper also notes that RTE must make
"signiftcant sacrifrces to pay for it all rather
than expecting a big transfusion of state caslt
that might bolster it at the expense of the
competition".Who might that be then?

IRELAND.US
MILITARY ALLIANCE
NOT FOR decades has a Middle East
crisis come so close to provoking war
on a global scale of East versus West,
with Ireland by now virtually dragooned
into being part
of it via Nato
partnership groups
and EU security
policies. Just days
ago the White
House warned that
US and British
strikes against
targets in Iraq
and Syria were
"the beginning,
not the end" of its
military actions in
the region. Meanwhile, foreign minister
Miche6l Martin warned against the
devastating consequences for the world
if there was any widening of the conflict.
How strange then, considering the US
role in the conflict, that in January a US
army general, Daniel Hokanson, who
is chief of the United States National
Guard. visited Dublin for discussions on
security co-operation between the US
and Ireland.

While the Department of Defence
did publish pictures on its X account of
Hokanson receiving a warm lvelcome
from secretary general Jacqui McCrum,
the accompanying text was rather vague.
It merely stated: "Secretary General @
MccrumJacqui was delighted to meet with the
Chief of the US National Guard Bureau, @
ChiefNGB General Daniel Hokanson durins
his recent visit to Ireland".

In addition to meeting McCrum,
Hokanson also met with Minister of State for
European Affairs and Defence Peter Burke
and the Irish Defence Forces chief of staff,
Lieutenant General Se6n Clancy.

Hokanson was here to promote the US
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AUBREY'S ELECTION
WAR CHEST
WITH MUCH of the political specula-
tion focused, unsurprisingly, on the
possible timing of a general election, one
contest that looks set to go ahead is the
by-election to determine David Norris's
successor in the Seanad. One person
sure to throw his hat in the ring here is
businessman and philanthropist Aubrey
McCarthy, whose campaign won't be
short of a few bob.

The clock started ticking as soon as Norris
gave up his Trinners seat last month. Paschal
Donohoe, therefore, has until July to an-
nounce the by-election and one of those set
to run is Punchestown, Co Kildare-based Mc-
Carthy, who also spun the wheel in2022 after
Ivan Bacik was elected to the D6il.

On that occasion, Tom Clonan was elected
to succeed Bacik on the Trinity panel, with
Maureen Gaffney giving him a good run. Oth-
ers in the contest were the likes of Hazel Chu
and rugger bugger Hugo McNeill and, while
they all have higher profiles than McCarthy
should they run again, few will be able to best
him in the financial stakes.

According to his website, McCarthy wants
to contribute "with practical ideas about
economy and social justice", with the latter
platform getting quite a boost late last year
when he was honoured at a Trinners alumni
awards ceremony, where he received his
award for having founded Tiglin. This charity
helps people overcome addiction and home-
lessness and McCarthy even got a call out
from Ukrainian ambassador Laryssa Gerasko,
who thanked him for housing over 100 of her
fellow citizens.

When it comes to his business operations,
however, McCarthy is a bit more low profile
but Goldhawk is happy to shine a little li-sht
on his impressive achievements. The biggest
company in his group is AMC Removals Ltd.
established back in 2001, where he ou'ns
100% of the shares. According to the latest
accounts filed, this transport compan\ \\'as slt-
ting on accumulated profits ofjust on €3m at
the end of 2022.It  could be quite a campaigtt.
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Continued from page 3

more postured for defense and collective
security".

In response, Hokanson argued that as the
National Guard - with its 453,000 strong
army and air guard personnel - is the second-
largest military organisation in the US after
the army, the state partnership progranrme
could provide the Irish Defence Forces with a
suitable partner to overcome these challenges.

Hokanson's visit to Ireland did not come
out of the blue and last July McCrum met him
in Maryland to learn more about the NGSPP.

That concerns about our neutrality being
threatened by such co-operative military
ventures with Nato and other western armed
forces are routinely dismissed by ministers as
scaremongering and paranoia is disingenuous
and amounts to a deliberate misleading of
the public.In the current world climate, it is
positively criminal.

MARYLOU'S BACK
YARD MESS
DESPITE THE ascent of Sinn F6in's
northern leader, Michelle O'Neill, to the
Stormont summit, Mary Lou McDonald
and SF have endured various tribulations
down south in recent months. The latest
setback is the Horlicks of a local election
strategy in the North Inner City (NIC)
electoral arealocated in McDonald's
Dublin Central
D6i1 constituency

Initially the party
had candidates in
place in four neatly
divided zones of the
NIC, with sitting
councillor Janice
Boylan in  zone one,
Belinda Nugent in
two, Tom O'Connor
in three and Declan
Hallissey in four.

The faffing
around that then
ensued - partly as a result of moving two
candidates from their previous zones in
the first place - saw Nugent resile from
the elections. The convention last July was
then expected to ratify the three remaining
candidates but, shortly beforehahd, O'Connor
(zone three) stepped back for personal
reasons.

A party organiser quickly selected an SF
member, Alan Whelan, to replace O'Connor
in that zone. The three candidates were then
to each get a part of the remaining fourth
zone, where no candidate was standing.

However. while Whelan has been
parachuted into zone three (Ballybough/
Sheriff St), his family was born and reared

in East Wall, which is where Hallissey is
standing. Hallissey was drafted in to the local
election here in 2019 at the last moment and
did not fare well as a result. After four years
work locally, he was expecting to win a seat
this time round. He and his supporters are
now rearing up in a big way as it is clear that
Whelan will receive many votes in his East
Wall family zone (four) - where Hallissey is
running - as well as the zone (three) in which
he is actually standing. Thus, Hallissey is
seriously undermined in his own zone.

At three candidates, disgruntled members
say that SF is running less candidates in
Mary Lou's NIC area than any other local
area in the south, as calculated by the party's
electoral criteria (2020 results, local results,
polling etc).

But judging by the steaming row here,
it may be that the four candidate strategy -
which has already declined to three - will
come down to just two. Hallissey has walked
away in disgust and while there may be a
compromise deal worked out, his return is not
at all certain.

GROW UP, SENATORS!
MARK FOLEY, the smooth-talking
CEO of Eirgrid, got quite a rude response
last week from senators Alice Mary Hig-
gins (Independent) and Lynn Boylan
(Sinn F6in) at an Oireachtas climate
action committee on data centres and the
stratospheric rise in their electricity use.

Foley, a prominent advocate for data cen-
tre growth, had little time for the impertinent
parliamentarians, saying that "we need to
have an adult conversation" and telling the
adolescent senators the growth in Ireland's
electricity demand was "normal" in a "pros-
perous, growing economy".

Schoolgirl Higgins then gave headmaster
Foley quite some cheek, with a lesson on our
Paris Agreemgnt commitments, in particular
the principle that wealthy countries benefit-
ting from high energy use and which have
done more to cause climate change must do
more to reduce carbon emissions than coun-
tries that have small fractions of per capita
emissions compared with Ireland's.

Higgins asked Foley: "I want to know if it
is EirGrid's position that the rest of the world
can carry the can for Ireland because we are
making money and we want to keep banking
it in and we do not have responsibilities..."

Foley deftly dodged the question, saying
loftily it was a "philosophical question" out-
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"This 6-Nations Fever is getting out of hand..."

side Eirgrid's "domain". But he repeatedly
strayed beyond the same domain, declaring
that growing electricity consumption is "good
for Ireland" and "good for prosperity".

Ideology and
ethics aside. even
on a purely math-
ematical basis there
is nothing "normal"
about Ireland's
electricity demand.
Both Higgins and
Boylan pointed out
that Ireland is an
"outlier", with data
centres pushing up
our demand while
demand falls across
the EU.

A week earlier the
International Energy Agency (IEA) warned
that data centres would consume 32Va of ke-
land's electricity by 2026. Foley dismissed
the IEA prediction as "alarmist" but Eirgrid's
own 2026 prediction - 25 .l7o - is pretty
alarming.

According to Foley's X bio: "The fight
against Climate Change cannot be left to oth-
ers." He could add: "Unless you're a prosper-
ous, growing economy."

/NAN obit of nearly 2J00 words,the
Irish Times devoted just over 200 words to
the late John Bruton's steward.ship of the
peace process - damning him withfaint
praise on the issue - while commenting
uncritically several times on his reverence
for John Redmond and his condemnation
of the 1916 Rising. But the newspaper's
comments on Bruton's handling of the peace
process when he was taoiseach was even less
flattering.

Following the breaking of the IRA
ceasefire in 1996,1T political correspondent
Geraldine Kennedy lambasted himfor his
poor judgement and responsibility in the
matter before going on to also question his
suitability to restore it. Goldhawk wrote
at the time that Fine Gael beast Big Phil
H ogan attacked political c ommentators
as being part of a Sinn F6in conspiracy.
Geraldine Kennedy? !

Kenne dy was, in fact, relatively moderate
in her critique of the then taoiseach and
was responding to her boss,lT editor Conor
Brady,regarded by those who knew him
as an FG supporter but who was aghast at
Bruton's peace process screw-up.
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EARLY ELECTION?
REPETITIVE SPECULATION about
an early general election - before the
local and EU elections in June - is being
argued about among ministers from the
three Government parties, according to
media reports. But this debate is also a
burning question for backbench TDs in
Fianna F6il and Fine Gael.

Much of the
present debate has
been pitched as an
argument about
whether to take
advantage of Sinn
F6in's slippage in
the polls. Some
FG ministers want
to do this, while
FF ministers are
less enthusiastic
in line with
Miche6l Martin's
reluctance to go
early.

However, it is at the level of FF backbench
TDs - and also FG deputies - more than
anywhere else that there is much anxiety
about waiting until after the June EU and
local elections. The reason for this is the
anticipated defeat of many Government TDs
and the availability of sinecures or alternative
employment in the aftermath.

The 2019 local elections saw SF perform
unexpectedly badly, while FF over performed,
returning wrth276 council seats, four times
that of SF. FG, meanwhile, returned with
251 seats. These figures are vitally important
for TDs for the simple reason that local
councillors are the single biggest voting block
for candidates running for the Seanad.

Regardless of SF's relative decline in
recent polls, the two big parties can only
expect to lose council seats in the locals. This
guarantees a decline in the number of Seanad
seats available for party TDs on the run after
a general election.

However, if a general election is held a
few weeks before the local elections, then
the subsequent Seanad elections will be held
with the old franchise from 2019, which will
mean a greater safety net for a defeated TD.
Anyone who thinks that TDs anticipating the
loss of their seats are more preoccupied with
national election strategy and SF does not
know what drives politicians.

Back at the level of party leader, there is of
course a difference between Vlad and Martin
about election timing. The difference, though,
is not about building more housing or SF's
fall or rise. It is the danger that waiting until
after the local elections invites the risk of a
bad poll for FG and a consequent leadership
heave straight away to prepare for a general
election with a fresh, new leader.

IRISH FREELOADING

leo Varadkar

The belligerent think-tank claims that
"the UK also faces a back-door threat from
the growing Iranian, Russian and Chinese
presence in the Republic of Ireland, a
mounting challenge for a chronically deficient
Irish security and intelligence apparatus". The
chaps in Whitehall are also worried that a Sinn
F6in-led government would be "no friend to
British interests", revealing a most perceptive
insight into Anglo-Irish affairs.

It is interesting how this foreign policy
analysis mirrors the Irish edition of the Sunday
Times in recent years.

Policy Exchange has been described by the
righrwing Daily Telegraph newspaper as "the
largest, but also the most influential think tank
on the right". This, er, compliment gives it the
authority to lecture security laggards like the
Aawrish about their responsibilities to tool up
and abandon neutrality.

The think-tank is stocked with mainly
right-wing intellectuals and technocrats and
the group's principles are described as four-
fold * prosperity, people, place and patriotism.

How interesting then to find that its senior
fellow on EU affairs is an Irish man - actually
a former Irish diplomat and ambassador - Ray
Bassett. His credentials, as Policy Exchange
points out, include a stint as Irish ambassador
to Canada, Jamaica and the Bahamas.
Bassett was also
part of the Irish
government's team
at the Good Friday
negotiations.

Other
interesting aspects
of Bassett's
political activities
have included his
strident opposition
to the EU and
his support for a
political project
that never really
got off the
ground,Irexit, in
September 2018. Bassett and UCD professor
Ray Kinsella were the main activists with
intellectual clout in the short-lived group but
the driving force was Irish Freedom Party
founder Hermann Kelly, a former editor of the
Irish Catholic, who also worked for Declan
Ganley's Libertas in the 2009 EU elections
and with former UKIP leader Nigel Farrage in
Brussels.

As the war of words between London
and Dublin over Brexit and the backstop got
increasingly heated in 2019,Bassett wrote
a column for the lrish Sun that accused Leo
Varadkar of bringing Boris Johnson to power
by "his insistence on an unfair backstop".

Bassett's colleagues in Policy Exchange
now want to ramp up Britain's naval and air
presence in Northern Ireland "for maritime
patrol missions against Russian intrusion".

The think-tank "also urges the UK and
its regional partners to unite and up the ante
in pressing Dublin to do its fair share for

Ray Bassett
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HIGH KING OF IREIA,I,{D
A MAN claiming to be the "king of Ireland"
appeared before Thurles District Court wear-
ing a crown and his driver's licence on a lanyard
around his neck. The hearing concerned a claim
notice he wanted to enforce against a Garda
superintendent regarding the ownership of two
roads in Tipperary.James Patrick Carey, who
referred toJudge Elizabeth MacGrath as his
"employee", did not specify which two roads
in particular he was intending to claim, instead
asserting that he "owns the world" due to his title.
\A/hen MacGrath questioned the validity of the
paperwork Carey had presented to her, he asked
for the case to be adjourned so that representa-
tives from Australia, New Zealand and Africa
could come to help verify his claim. He added
that it was a matter of some importance as his
work would supposedly help mitigate the threat
from Vadimir Putin and Russia. The judge put
the matter back to April 16 to allow Carey to sort
out his paperwork. Offa$ Express

TAXI!
DROGHEDA DISTRICT Court recently
heard the case of a 26-year-old man who hailed
a passing Garda car in Drogheda city centre to
drunkenly demand they drive him home.Joseph
Fitzgerald, of Bettystown, was accused of being
drunk and disorderly on the night in question.

Judge Eirinn McKiernan heard that when gardai
pulled over to talk to the defendant, they could
see he was agitated. SergeantJohn O'Hehir told
the court that Fitzgerald proceeded to shout
abuse at gardai, telling them to do their "fucking
job" and drive him home. McKiernan adjourned
the case, remanding the defendant on bail, saying
the charge would be struck out if he makes a €300
contribution to the Red Door addiction service bv
March 4. Drogheda Leader

BAD HAT
ROBERT MCNAIVL{RA (46), of \A4rispering
Pines, Cappagh, Kinsale pleaded guilty belore
a sitting at Bandon District Court to charges of
public intoxication and engaging in threatening
and abusive behaviour following an altercation
over a hatin a jazz bar.JudgeJames McNulty
heard that on October 28 gardai were called to
deal with an incident at the Blue Haven Hotel in
Kinsale. They found the defendant in discussion
with securiry staffoutside the hotel. McNamara,
who appeared unsteady on his feet, became
agitated when questioned by gardaf, yelling:
"Them fuckers stole my hat". He then attempted
to re-enter the hotel bar, saying to officers: "Get
out of my fucking way." Defence solicitor Tony
Greenway told the court that his client had been
listening to some jazz when another customer at
the bar put on McNamara's hat, leading to the
altercation. McNulty sentenced the defendant to
200 hours of community service. Southern Star

ON'BRITISH ISLES'
A RECENT report by British think-tank
Policy Exchange describes our foreign
securitv policy as "persistent Irish
securitv freeloadingi: just as "Russia
once more poses a maritime threat to the
Western Approaches to the British Isles"

Keep Him Informed

. Please send suitable contributions to:
Bog Cuttings, The Phoenix, 44 Lr Baggot St,
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At the launch, Slasky claimed: "This is a
strategic breakthrough that will change the
future battlefield... this was only possible
thanks to the solid connection between the
vision of the Israeli Ministry of Defense, the
IAF [Israeli Air Force] and the IDF's flsrael
Defense Forces] branches".

In the current conflict, Spark drones have
been used to gather intelligence rn Gaza,
escort ground forces in the enclave and direct
strikes in urban areas and against Israeli
targets in high-rise buildings.

RICHARDSON: DAME
ORIRISH COMMONER?
TAOISEACH LEO Varadkar and
T6naiste Micher{l Martin would have
been reassured to learn that the person
chairing the neutrality session at the
Munich conference last week was
Dame Louise
Richardson, who
was so adept
at dealing with
pinko radicals
and pacifists
at Martin's
security forum
last year. But the
awkward voice
at the Munich
neutrality session
was anything but
radical or left
wing, belonging as it did to the rather
hawkish, Nato champion, Brendan
Simms, an international relations
professor at Cambridge University.
Simms badgered Taoiseach Vlad
repeatedly and demanded to know why
Ireland continued to hide behind those
Battle of Britain types in the RAF.

It was a pity the Irish media did not
elaborate on Simms's background as his
presidency ofthe spooky neo-con outfit, the
British-based Henry Jackson Society, would
explain the prof's Cold War views. According
to the society's principles, it "supports the
maintenance of a strong military by the
United States, the countries of the European
Union and other democratic powers, armed
with expeditionary capabilities of a global
reach, that can protect our homelands
from strategic threats, forestall terrorist
threats, and prevent genocide or massive
ethnic cleansing". It also "supports the
necessary furtherance of European military
modernisation and integration under British
leadership, preferably within Nato".

In the past, Simms has jointly authored
articles with Declan Ganley, who addressed
the societv 15 vears aso.

Dame Richardson
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Its patrons and signatories have included
Sir Richard Dearlove OBE, head of the UK
Secret Intelligence Service from 1999-2004,
while CIA director James Woolsey has also
been a patron. Neo-con personality and ex-US
assistant defence secretary Richard Perle was
another patron.

Others have included General Jack
Sheehan, former supreme allied commander,
Atlantic, Nato, and Margaret Thatcher's
private secretary and personal adviser for
defence and security, Lord Powell, is also a
signatory.

Simms is a prolific writer on global
power politics, with special reference to the
necessity of Britain maintaining strengthened
military power. He is also a strident champion
of Israel, warning in 2010 at the climax of
an Israeli bombardment of Gazathat"the
biggest fear we should have is that the Israeli
government will leave the job half done". He
is presumably less fearful of such an outcome
today.

Dame Louise appears not to have been
fazed by the prof but then they may not
share too many political differences in any
case. Richardson has made clear her strident
opposition to "terrorists" such as Bobby
Sands and the other Irish hunger strikers.

However, it is difficult to understand
why the utterly self-confident dame should
be worried about her Irish nationality. She
told the Financial Times just months before
Martin's security forum that she had applied
for British citizenship and that she had feared
being shut out at Oxford University, where
she was vice-chancellor for some years,
because of her Irish nationality. She also does
not believe there will be a united Ireland in
her lifetime.

IAN KEHOE'S
NO.SHOW
IT IS worth quoting The Currency
website' s "over-arching philosophy",
which founders Ian Kehoe and Tom
Lyons proclaim as 'Journalism that is
fearless, focused and always interesting"
and is also free from "any corporate,
sectoral or political interest - including
our own". This detachment would, of
course, be equally important in Kehoe's
other job as a member of the RTE board
as well as being on the board's audit and
risk committee.

It is also worth recalling that the September

2022 minutes of the RTE board. acquired
by the Sunduy Irttlepetttletrr just a year ago,
make many flatterin-e references to Kehoe's
"raft of worried queries and sug-eestions on
the parlous state of the broadcaster's finances
(see The Phoenir 2412123). Kehoe, the minutes
show, was deeply concerned rvith the station's
"internal financial projections and modelling".

How disappointin-s then to note that Kehoe,
the deputy board
chair, was one of the
nine members of the
board and executive
who declined to
appear before the
Oireachtas media
committee. As lrish
Times national
adjudicator Fintan
O'Toole wrote in
his rveekly column,
there is no suggestion
that any of them
did not have a valid
reason for their absence but, nevertheless, it is
disappointing.

It is especially disappointing that a
journalist, a financial journalist at that, of
Kehoe's calibre - as indicated above - was
indisposed due to illness and one presumes
that he would surely have been eager to
respond to probing questions from the
inquisitive committee members and their
chair, Niamh Smyth.

It is even more disappointing that the
co-founder of The Currency,lvhich presents
as a significant media examining the financial
affairs of the nation rvithout fear or favour,
should be stricken by illness when the
finances ofthe national broadcaster need to be
scrutinised with laser-like focus.

Goldhawk made solicitous inquiries to
Kehoe as to why he did not appear before the
committee and was told by Ian that he "was
sick and unable to attend.I supplied a cert
from my GP confirming this and I notified
the committee I would be happy to attend any
future meetings if invited."

Hopefully Kehoe's illness will disappear
beforethe committee's dealinss witn niE do.

lan Kehoe

Keep Him Informed
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BRITISH 'DIPLOMACY'
AT WORK
BARRIE GANE CMG OBE, of MI6,
born on September 19,1935, died of a
stroke on December 10 last. His official
resum6 alleges that he was a "diplomat",
a description that masks his true role as
an MI6 high flier. Also concealed is the
fact that he served in Ireland in the early
1980s. By the time he reached these
shores, he had been involved in a myriad
of questionable
activities around
the globe.

Gane joined MI6
in 1960 and was
blooded in Laos,
196I-63,while MI6
and the CIA were
helping the Lao-
tian monarchy in
its struggle against
communist forces
led by Pathet Lao.

Gane was next
posted to Sarawak,
Malaysia, 1963-66,in what his obituary in
the London Times described as the "first of a
number of paramilitary roles". One of these
was the deployment of "skilled local trackers",
a polite euphemism for the use of 'pseudo-

gang' or undercover assassination teams.
These units had been developed by Frank Kir
son in Kenya and Malaya in the 1950s. Gane
was rewarded with an OBE.

According to the Diplomatic List, in 1966
Gane returned to the Foreign Office in Lon-
don, spent 1967 in Poland and then went to
Kampala, Uganda, where he stayed until 1970.

Gane then returned to London. His next
overseas assignment was to Hong Kong,
where he became "Controller Far East", ie
intelligence overlord of the Indian subconti-
nent, southeast Asia, Japan and China. More
bloodshed and mayhem ensued.

The Soviet army invaded Afghanistan in
1979.ln response, Gane played a vital role in
MI6-CIA operations in support of the Mujahi-
deen. He forged an alliance with Ahmad Shah
Massoud, the commander of the Mujahideen
in the Panjshir Valley. The support for the

Barde Gane

Mujahideen backfired later when the move-
ment became the sworn enemy of the West.

In 1982 Gane was assigned as head of a
joint MI5 and MI6 station in the north. His
obituarists in London have provided a rather
soothing account of how he engaged in "intel-
ligence diplomacy" involving "local special
branches, police and military intelligence"
who had often been "too intent on guarding
their patches to contribute as well as they
might to the general good".

The Times obituary comments without
elaboration that Gane was a "meticulous and
effective planner of covert operations". The
best known 'covert operation' at this time was
a shoot-to-kill programme involving former
British soldiers, RUC officers and MI5. The
combination went on a shoot-to-kill spree in
the early 1980s. It was investigated by John
Stalker of the Manchester police.

One of those murdered was Michael Tighe,
aged 17 , who stumbled across an IRA arms
cache in a hay shed in Co Armagh in Novem-
ber 1982. The barn was bugged by MI5.
Armed undercover officers stormed it, killing
Tighe and wounding his companion. Neither
victim had any involvement with the IRA.

MI5 refused to hand over a tape recording
of the incident to Stalker because it contradict-
ed its version of the event. After Stalker kept
pressing for it, he was vilified and removed
from the investigation by a dark array of
forces.

Gane returned to London and continued his
ascent of MI6's blood-soaked pole to become
deputy chief of the organisation. He resigned
in 1993 and went to work for Group 4 in the
private security sector.

MI6 HONEY TRAPS
IN 2016, an anonymous MI6 officer
swore under oath to Judge Anthony Hart
that MI6 had never engaged in sexual
blackmail. This delicate piece of perjury
was uttered during Hart's inquiry into
child sexual abuse in the north. Hart
lapped it up, despite the publication of
confessions by a string of MI6 officers
that they routinely engaged in such per-
verted practices.

ln 1964, while Stanley Johnson, father of
Boris, was training to become an MI6 officer,

sexual blackmail was very much on the cur-
riculum. One of Stanley's instructors advised
him that there was little point in taking sexu-
ally compromising photographs of Egyptian
targets since they were likely to ask for copies
for their friends.

Anthony Cavendish, a former MI6 officer,
wrote in his memofu,Inside Intelligence
(1990): "Then there
is the agent who is
set up for blackmail
from the beginning.
The groundwork
having been laid and
the agent having
been photographed in
bed with a small boy
or his boss's wife, he
is then forced to pro-
vide information."

MI6 is still hard
at it. The Chinese
Ministry of State
Security (CMoSS)
recently issued a warning to its citizens to
avoid "exotic beauties" seeking to lure them
into the hands of Western spies. The CMoSS
revealed that a Mr Si Li, rvho worked for a
Chinese State enterprise, had been enticed by
a tour guide to visit an adult entertainment
venue while on an overseas trip. He was then
encouraged to "pick" several women to enter-
tain him for the night. While he was enjoying
their company in a bedroom, several "burly
foreigners in uniform" barged in and photo-
graphed him naked. He had fallen into the
clutches of a well-organised MI6 'honey trap'.

The British spies forced Mr Li to hand over
his work laptop. According to the CMoSS,
"the computer... contained close to 10 years
of classified information" and that Mr Li's
"nightmare was far from over" as he was
coerced into providing MI6 with classified
information upon his return to China. He now
faces a "rigorous" trial.

British spooks ran a brothel known as the
Gemini Health Studio in Belfast from 1970 to
1972.lt was attacked by the IRA in October
1972. Nowadays, some of this sort of dirty
work is performed remotely, by GCHQ, Brit-
ain's electronic snoop agency.

This being so, Irish VIPs thinking of visit-
ing internet porn sites would be well advised
to resist such sordid temptation.

Anthony Hart
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GLOBAL WARMING:
.NO BIG DEAL'
A RELATIVELY new farmers' lobby
group, styling itself Beef Plan Movement
(BPM), is pushing for full official
recognition this year as a stakeholder
organisation and to have a say in
negotiating with Government on behalf of
beef farmers.

Like many other farming groups, it
takes an d la
carte approach to
science. Its website
includes some novel
statements about
what it calls "the true
nature of biogenic
methane".

Recently, it
enlisted the help
of a heavy-hitter
from the US climate
sceptic circuit, Prof
Richard Lindzen,a
retired atmospheric
physicist who rejects mainstream climate
science.

Lindzen. who has done extensive
consulting for both oil and coal companies,
treated Irish beef farmers to a masterclass
in misinformation in a series of short videos
understood to have been widely circulated via
WhatsApp groups.

The por,verful heat-trapping greenhouse
gases - carbon dioxide (COz) and methane
- are, Lindzen said, "not a big deal, because
frankly, a few degrees, the temperature
difference between breakfast and lunch, is not
something we don't know how to deal with".

This is, to put it as politely as possible,
nonsense that would fail on a Junior Cert
science exam.

When asked by BPM vice-chair John
Maloney why there was such focus in Ireland
on agricultural emissions, Lindzen explained:
"It's malice; politicians love porver, they love
pushing people around. I have often thought
there is a pathology associated with politics."

While accepting that l00%a of climate
scientists agree that CO2 causes warming,
according to Lindzen: "Probably l7o agree
that it is an existential threat." This too is

patent nonsense and underlines that he is
speaking as a lobbyist.

When asked by BPM chair Eamon Corley
that if no action whatever is taken on climate
change, would it make any difference,
Lindzen replied: "The difference it will make
is probably benign and beneficial, because
CO2 is free plant food."

This is not his first Irish rodeo. Back in
202I, Lindzen delivered a remote lecture to
the Irish Climate Science Forum. a Dublin-
based climate sceptic group on the 'Imaginary

climate crisis'.
Corley and his BPM colleagues will

presumably be seeking to meet with
agriculture minister Charlie McConalogue
to convince him of the merits of formally
recognising their group. Will they take the
opportunity to ask McConalogue if he's really
in the job because of his love of power and of
pushing people around?

IS THE SAS IN GAZA?
LAST OCTOBER there was a flurry
of articles in the British media about
the deployment of the SAS to Cyprus.
The regiment was reported as being on
standby in case it was needed to rescue
British hostages inGaza. Then, suddenly,
there was complete silence. This was
because the British government issued a
D-Notice to muzzle the press.

Reports that the SAS was preparing for
a possible hostage rescue would not have
resulted in the issue of a D-Notice and security
observers believe something else is afoot.
Israeli special forces would be able to perform
a rescue mission just as well, if not better, than
the SAS.

The SAS is the elite of Britain's special
forces and has access to the most cutting-edge
equipment developed for modern warfare.
Gaza rs an oppoftunity to test some of it in a
real underworld scenario.

The SAS may have infiltrated the Gaza's
labyrinthine tunnel complex, a world of
narrow passageways with booby traps and
ambush points, in the company of the Israeli
Defence Force's (IDF) Samur or 'Weasel'

unit, rvhich specialises in underground
combat.

The tunnels present opportunities to test the
latest subterranean military drones and robots

in real combat conditions. Such drones are
fitted with anri-collision sensors and rotator
blades enclosed in protective cages. While
normal drones rely on GPS or other satnav for
navigation, radio waves do not travel through
rocks, dirt and concrete. These obstacles can
be overcome by Simultaneous Location and
Mapping (Slam)
software. A Slam
drone can build a
3D model of its
environment and
track its position
without an external
navigation reference
such as GPS, or a
human operator.

In the commercial
world, Slam-enabled
drones have been
able to map out
disused mines. In
2020 a company called Exyn demonstrated
that one of its vehicles could carr)' out a
complete self-directed exploration of an
underground environment and return safely.

The IDF's Weasels have access to the
Legion-X system manufactured by' Elbit
Systems. Lanius drones - small quadcopters
- which have search and destror. capabilities,
are the core components here. A large
octocopter drone acts as a mothership to
small, sensor-carrying Lanius drones, r,vhich
are ideal to explore the tunnels underneath
Gaza. Lanius drones can also carry deadly
grenade-sized explosive charges.

After sufferin-t multiple casualties in
Afghanistan, US special forces developed the
Nova drone, which can also map and search
multi-story indoor buildings and underground
complexes rvithout a human operator.

Whitehall does not seem to have pondered
what will happen if an SAS soldier is killed or,
even worse, captured. D-Notices are voluntary
and only operate rvithin the UK.

If this scenario is accurate, Whitehall
appears to be rvilling to gamble the safety
of the British public for the opportunity to
secretly deploy the SAS in Gaza. Meanwhile,
senior MI5 and GCHQ officials are issuing
chilling security alerts to the British
government as threat levels reach their highest
peaks in 20 years. The UK's threat level is set
by the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre, which
sits inside MI5 headquarters in London.
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Richard Iindzen
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to strike back at what Allister calls "Irish Sea
border implementers". At his conference he
produced his secret weapon, Richard Tice,
the multi-millionaire leader of Britain's right-
wing anti-immigration, anti-EU Reform party,
and announced a portentous memorandum of
understanding between the parties.

More seriously, the TUV and Reform will
stand "agreed" candidates in the north in this
year's British general election. Allister knows
his candidates will find it hard to win seats
but he'll do his damnedest to unseat targeted
DUP MPs. The most likely casualty is deputy
DUP leader Gavin Robinson in East Belfast,
who will be defending a slim majority of
1,819 against Alliance leader Naomi Long.

Allister's intervention also makes it likely
that Alliance's Stephen Farry will keep North
Down and means Donaldson himself is at risk
in Lagan Valley.

The backing of Tice and Reform also
provides Allister with access to cash for
Tice has deep pockets. Ben Habib, a wealthy
former UKIP MEP who bankrolled the
unionist court case against the Northern
Ireland Protocol, has also promised funds to
the TUV/Reform campaign.

RECOGNISING
PALESTINE - AGAIN
WORDS MATTER. Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar' s statements criticising Israel' s
war on Gaza have helped to muster world
opinion against Israeli genocide there.
But words should not be a substitute for
real action and,
despite a decade
and more of
rhetoric from Fine
Gael and more
latterly Fianna Friil
in Government,
they have used
various excuses to
resist two actions
that would make
a real difference:
recognition of a
Palestine state and
implementation of
the Occupied Territories Bill.

Most Irish people would welcome
Varadkar's St Patrick's Day White House
pledge to recognise a Palestinian state - a
highly qualified pledge, it should be said. As
well, Varadkar's rhetoric was a necessary
manoeuvre given many people's distaste at
the Taoiseach (and Sinn F6in) rushing to pay
homage to President Biden, leader of the
world's most powerful state that has donated
many billions in armaments to the Israeli
war machine. This awesome weaponry was
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still being used to slaughter Palestinians like
insects as the Taoiseach spoke those words
about Palestinian statehood to Israel's gun
runner, Joe Biden, last Sunday.

The pledge to recognise Palestine has
become one of the most specious moves
the government has made in its Middle
East policy in the last 10 years. The D6il
unanimously passed a Sinn F6in motion
recognising Palestinian statehood in
December 2014. This was included in the
2016 programme for government led by
FG but the then foreign minister, Simon
Coveney, repeatedly argued that this clause
also said it was "as part of a lasting settlement
of the conflict". These words enabled the
government to say no recognition could be
granted until there is a "final settlement".

In an even more disingenuous move,
'Covetous' Coveney changed his tune when
he led the government's vanity project to be
elected to the UN Security Council, a goal
that could only be secured with the support
of developing countries. Suddenly, Coveney
warned in 2018 that, if Israel continued to
block peace moves,Ireland would consider
recognising Palestinian statehood. Can
anyone in Government seriously argue that
Israel has not blocked peace moves in the
years since and in recent months?

Not that Coveney meant it anyway.In
the same week that Ireland won its Security
Council seat in 2020, Coveney point blank
refused to allow the Occupied Territories
Bill - also passed by the Dr4il and Seanad -
into the programme for government. He also
steered through a clause in the programme
that pledged to "honour" the commitment "to
recognise the state of Palestine as part of a
lasting settlement" or, failing that, in various
other qualified circumstances.

Another three years later the new foreign
minister, Miche6l Martin, also pledged
recognition of Palestine but he added a
plethora of conditions and qualifications that
rendered his commitment meaningless. The
"timing" was important; so was the potential
"impact"; the "engagement" of other parties;
and so on, he said last September.

Varadkar's latest commitment is also
qualified as he insisted in December that
Ireland should only recognise Palestine along
with a group of EU countries. Varadkar
repeated this blocking mechanism last month.
And his White House statement last Sunday
was carefully crafted, as follows: "Ireland
stands ready to recognise a Palestinian state
with like-minded partners when it is most
helpful to peace". There are, at least three

qualifyin-e. blocking conditions in that short
sentence.

What is there to stop Ireland declaring
Palestinian recognition unilaterally and then
lobby'in-e other EU countries to do the same?
Apart from American disapproval, that is.

TRIPLE LOCK TO GO?
IT OCCURRED to Goldhawk on recently
readin-e lhe lrislt Tintes 's political editor,
Pat 'The Brigadier' Leahy, that he had
contracted gout on some mission abroad,
such was the testr'. belligerent language
he used to describe Irish-hypocris! and
blithe indiff-erence to earth-shakins
developments
afoot.

Amid sneers at
Irish pacifists u ho
speak ofpeace and
neutrality, Leahy
warned that we do
not appreciate that
"the EU is preparin-e
for war". The
Brigadier knows
this because he has
been chatting to
chaps from the war
office ("two senior
members of the government" who are "hi_ehly

engaged at EU level", no less) who told him
so. Yet we are planning to spend a mere € 1.5
billion a year on military spending by 2028
while the EU gets ready to spend billions on
defending Ukraine - and Ireland, don't forget!
- from Russian invaders.

There has been a noticeable build-up of
media sermonising from rvarlike ladies and
gents recently about the need to def-end Ireland
from invasion and Brigadier Leahy has not
hidden behind the editorial lines in the heat
of this editorial battle. Indeed. his chivalrous
defence of Dame Louise Richardson, chair of
Micheril Maftin's anti-neutrality forum last
summer, rivals the story of Walter Raleigh's
cape and Queen Elizabeth I's puddle. It was
that forum, and the bad publicity that Irish
warmongers received as a result, that first
stung Leahy into delivering editorial white
feathers to pinko pacifists everywhere.

Despite the forum's poor public reception.
Dame Richardson recommended the scrapping
of the triple lock that deters snap decisions to
embark on military adventures abroad. \lartin.
would you believe, has norv announced plans
to do just that.

louise Ridardson
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DENTONNO.SHOW TO
FOLLOW KENOVA?
OPERATION KENOVA investisated a
string of murders perpetrated by Fred-
die Scappaticci and his associates. It did
not result in a single criminal prosecu-
tion. Scappaticci, a member of the IRA,
worked for British intellieence. He died
in April 2023.

Operation Kenova was led by Jon Boutch-
er, now chief con-
stable of the PSNI.
Boutcher also led
Operation Denton
before his appoinr
ment to the top PSNI
post. Operation
Denton is looking
at the actions of the
Glenanne Gang, a
group made up of
UVF members with
links to the UDR
and RUC. The probe
is examining the
extent to which this
network was controlled by the British state. Its
report is due for release later this year.

The key figure in the gang was 'The Jack-
al'. Readers of The Phoenix were informed
as long ago as May 25,1984, that his "real
name is [Robin] Jackson", he possessed
information about "the vehicles used in [the]
Dublin bombings" of May 1914 and had "fled
to foreign climes", ie South Africa. He had,
however, "returned to his native soil, unable to
settle down" abroad. Jackson's group had also
"been linked with weapons in the possession
of SAS Captain Robert Nairac".

In202l, Colin Wallace, a psychological
operations officer at British Army HQNI in
the 1970s, spoke to officers from Operation
Denton and provided them with records from
the 1970s concerning members of the gang.
The officers told Wallace twice, at the end of
last year, that they fully intended to have a
further meeting with him but, since then, they
have not found the time to do this.

Wallace knows what is written between the
lines of these documents. He was central to
the psychological operations launched against
loyalist murder packs in the 1970s. Wallace

also sought clearance to (aqget members of the
Glenanne Gang, only to be told to stand aside.
The killers were allowed to continue their
ghastly work for the next 20 years.

A "secret" letter dated December 12.1989.
has emerged from Britain's National archives
(see The Phoenix 24/2/23).It was writteh by
Tom King, a Conservative MP who served
as secretary of state for NI (1985-89) and as
defence secretary (1989-92).It assured UK
prime minister Margaret Thatqher that a then
forthcoming inquiry into false accusations
against Colin Wallace would not examine
"alleged assassinations".

For decades the UK has denied that British
officials ran assassination programmes in col-
lusion with loyalist paramilitaries. This myth
has been demolished in recent years by the
British government itself, which has handed
over millions in compensation to victims of
collusion. The survivors and relatives of the
Miami Showband are the most high profile
of those compensated thus far. Three band
members were murdered in 1975 by Jackson's
crew.

Colin Wallace is still available to talk to
the investigators from Operation Denton. Tom
King should also be in a position to comment
on the "alleged assassinations" to which he
refered in his "secret" letter to Thatcher.

The scorching hot issue for Denton is
whether it will reveal that Jackson and others
in the gang were British agents.

NATIONAL PARTY
.MODERATES'

DIVISIONS IN the far-right National
Party (NP) emerged publicly last July due
to a dispute over the ownership of more
than €400,000 worth of gold bars, with
two factions claiming to be the authentic
leadership of the pafiy. Early last month, a
spokesperson for the Electoral Commission
stated that a decision on which faction is the
legitimate leadership was "expected shortly".
On a recent Telegram live show, The Razor's
Edge, Justin Barrett dismissed this, saying no
decision would be made before nominations
closed for the local and European elections.

Despite this, Barrett claimed that his
faction of the NP, which he argues is the

majority, are no longer prepared to :it trn
. their hands and are preparing to orsarri:c.
under another name if necessan . Barrett er en
conceded that, as a result ofthis and other
controversies: "The National Par-t1 is no\\' a
joke.It  is a joke in
Irish politics. The
media knows it and
everyone knows it."

Barrett explained
the split in the NP
as being a result of
the faction led by
James Reynolds
rvanting to pursue
a more moderate
path in order to
avoid clashes rvith
protestors.

Reynolds himself
echoed this in a speech uploaded to the NP
YouTube channel in September. He recalled
ho*'. at the 2022 NP ard ftreis in Fermanash.
Barrett "_save a Roman salute and self-
described himself as a fascist". Reynolds
went on to deride the fact that Barrett had
posted a quote from Hitler's Mein Kampf
on his Teleeram Channel, claiming Barrett
was tn in_s "to turn the National Party into a
Hollys ood parodr of an extremist right wing
cult".

Just hou ntoderate those who make up
the Rey'nolds t-action are. though, is a moot
question _slr en some of their activities in
recent months. details of ri'hich may emerge in
upcoming couf l  hcar inS: .

In March leadine Rer nolds faction
supporter Keith \\'oods shared a video of
convicted holocaust denier David Irving on
his Telegram channel. Also in March an NP
member visited Itall to sir e a talk at the far-
right Casaggi social centre in Florence.

In addition, Yan N4ac Oireachtaigh of the
NP led a protest at the South .\frican embassy
in March in support of Afrikaner Francois van
der Merwe,leader of the Betereinders (better
ends) movement, who has been charged rvith
assaulting a police officer. At the time of the
alleged assault van der Merwe was proresting
in support of white farmer Piet Groeneri ald,
who is charged with attempted murder in a
case where he hit a black employee on the
head with a heavy object before setting his
dog on him.
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EU'WARECONOMY'
LAST OCTOBER The Phoenix quoted
an impeccable authority on western
political and military strategy - the
Economist magazine - which warned
that the imminent retreat of the US
from the Ukrainian war with Russia
would require
the EU to fiIl this
military vacuum:
"Europe... has
committed as
much weaponry
as America and
far more financial
aid. Yet it needs to
step up further...
Europe will
eventually need
to carry more of
the burden. That
means beefing up its defence industry...
Pray for a speedy victory, but plan for a
long struggle."

The same Phoenix article (see edition
6lI0l23) quoted foreign minister Micher{l
Martin who, after a meeting of EU foreign
ministers in Kyiv that week, predicted
the war would last up to five years and
that Ireland would provide more military
training for Ukraine. This includes his highly
inventive secret weapon, the "non-lethal" rifle
training (unique in the annals of warfare).

Later that month Dame Louise
Richardson, chair of Martin's pet project,
the forum on security policy, happily and
coincidentally endorsed Martin's long-held
opposition to the triple lock in her report
on the forum's deliberations. Even though
the forum's panels were stuffed with her
fellow travellers from the West's military,
academic and intelligence ranks, Dame
Richardson could hardly propose abolition of
Irish neutrality (although her report derided
at some length this long-held Irish foreign
policy principle).

But despite stating that the forum was not

designed to make policy prescriptions, she
did just that, recommending the abolition
of Ireland's triple lock, which demands
endorsement from government, the D6il and
the UN Security Council for foreign missions.

On securing Dame Richardson's approval,
Martin moved fast and the following month,
November 2023, he announced plans to scrap
the triple lock. In January this year he said
he would legislate to get rid of the triple lock
"without delay".

A fortnight later, on February 9,2024,rt
emerged that Ireland had previously signed
up to yet another Nato partnership entity, the
Individual Tailored Partnership Programme
(ITPP), a sister of Nato's Partnership for
Peace (PfP) - that masterful euphemism for
western warmongering.

The lrish Times described the ITPP
as o'more streamlined and efflcient" than
previous Nato PfP arrangements but, when
it was first proposed at a Nato meeting in
Madrid in June 2022,Martin denied that it
eroded Irish neutrality.

He also said then that he had proposed that
a citizens' assembly should hold a "reflective,

Continued on page 4

THE MINTED Comerfamily, who made
hundreds of millions of euro from the build-
ing sector, has had its fair shure of stumbles
in the racing world, most notubly the saspen-
sion of tatc exile Luke Comer's training
licence for three years hy the Irish Horseruc-
ing Regalatory Board (IHRB). Last month, it
wus Luke Comer Jnr who was unsaddled in
Nuvan District'Court and he attracted some
online attention

Racehorse owner Comer Jnr (who has
not hud a winner since September 2020)
appeured in court as u result ofprosecution
by the agriculture department, which was
iniliated after the decomposed carcasses of
nine horses werefound on his lands at Sum-
merhill in Co Meath. Luke Jnr's bamister
said his client knew nothing about the matter
and was "greatly tsken aback".

Happily for Comer, the charges were
struck out when he agreed to puy a €20,000
donation to the DSPCA.

Not everyone wus happy with the outcome
andAmy Lynam, awell-knownfigure in
horseracing marketing and daughter of
trsiner Eddie Lynam, went on X to tweet:
"An sbsolute disgruce, The court's findings
should result in his licence heing revoked hy
the IHRB." With the howler hats now exam-
ining the case, Comer Jnr will be hoping that
Lynam doesn't get her way.
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DEREK RICHARDSON'S
SCRUM
THE FORMER owner of bust English
rugby union club Wasps - Derek Rich-
ardson - is keeping his lawyers busy. As
has been reported, he is suing his legal
advisers, Kennedys Law, over the demise
of his Wasps club in 2022 with debts of
f95m. Another front in his legal campaign
features Mark
Robertson and the
Hottinger Fam-
ily Office, names
that will ring a
bell with fans of
Goldhawk.

Having sold his
l23.ie insurance
business to RSA for
big bucks, Richard-
son chucked a large
slice of his windfall
into Wasps and
oversaw the then
Premiership club's move to Coventry. When
the crowds and sponsorship failed to material-
ise, however, the business was benched.

Richardson paid a heavy financial price for
his involvement in the project and has since
claimed that his advisers - who helped create a
complicated ownership structure that involved
a Malta-registered entity called Moonstone
- had come up with a scheme that somehow
ended up actually disadvantaging him.

It will be recalled (see The Phoenix 9l3ll8)
that the then parent of Hottinger, ArchCo Ltd,
was actually registered in Malta. Both law firm
Kennedy's and the Hottinger wealth manage-
ment outfit (which has an office in Dublin)
have been named in separate proceedings.

On the same day that Richardson filed his
case against Kennedys Law and its former
partner, Robert Dawbarn, he also filed a claim
against Hottinger Private Office Ltd and its
CEO, Mark Robertson, alleging breach of
fiduciary duty. The most recent activity here
was a replying affidavit dated March 2l last.
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BRITISH AGENTS AND
DUBLINBOMBS
MAY 17 next will mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the Dublin and Monaghan bomb
massacres. One of the key figures in the
Dublin leg of that
operation was
Robin 'The Jackal'
Jackson of the
WF. He collected
three devices from
James Mitchell's
farm at Glenanne,
Co Armagh, and
drove them in his
poultry van to the
Coachman's Inn,
in north Dublin.
where thev were
distributed to his accomplices.

The massacres are being investigated as
part of the UK's Operation Denton. It is hoped
this will clarify whether or not Jackson and
any of his associates were MI5 or RUC spe-
cial branch agents.

Campaigners on behalf of the victims of
the Glenanne gang have been waiting decades
for the truth.In 2010,then PSNI assistant
chief constable Drew Harris wrote to them
advising them that an investigation into the
wider questions raised by the activities of the
group was not going to take place.

The Historical Enquiries Team (HET),
however, began to look at aspects of the
gang's activities. The team was operationally
independent from the PSNI and had its own
finances.

In 2010, however, Harris brought the HET
under his control as head of the PSNI's Crime
Operations Branch and he removed investiga-
tive functions from FIET officers. Henceforth,
they could no longer arrest and question sus-
pects. He also took control of its budget and
closed down a unit that was cross-referencing
disparate HET investigations for links, pat-
terns and systems that might indicate UVF
collusion with the NI state.

ln20l4, Her Majesty's Inspectorate of
Policing found that the HET was lacking in
independence when examining cases where
the state was implicated.

The families took the PSNI to the High
Court in Belfast. ln20l7 , Mr Justice Treacey
criticised the PSNI for an "extreme" abuse of 

'

power, adding that "the state [was] not genu-
inely committed" to addressing the concerns
of families of the Glenanne gang's victims.

In November 2Ul4,Harris (now deputy
chief constable) found himself in the witness
box at an inquest into the killing of six people
by the RUC. Senior coroner John Lecky point-
ed out to Harris that the PSNI's engagement in
the disclosure process had lasted "longer than
the second World'War".

The PSNI unit responsible for control of
the files relating to collusion was the Legacy
Support Unit (LSU).It was responsible for
redacting sensitive information prior to its
release to the victims' families. Harris was in
control of the LSU and all of the unit's key
staff were former RUC special branch officers.

In 2018, Harris became the Irish govern-
ment's choice for Garda Commissioner. The
public was assured that there was no possibil-
ity of a conflict of interest in the appointment.

No one was ever convicted for the 1974
bombings during which 34 people died. An
Garda Sfoch6na maintains that the files on
the massacres ars still open.It is not known if
Harris - introduced to the Smithwick Tribunal
as the PSNI link man with MI5 - took the
opportunity, while working for the RUC or the
PSNI, to peep into their files to see if Jackson
was a British asent.

INTERNMENT
WITHTRIAL
THE WALL of silence by southern
media on the recent acquittal of dissident
republicans Colin Duffy and Harry
Fitzsimons is in marked contrast to the
sensational headlines that manv carried
at the start of this case back inbecember
2013. Following a gun attack on a convoy
of PSNI Land Rovers Duffy, Fitzsimons
and Alex McCrory were charged with
a range of offences including-preparing
and directing terrorism, membership of
the IRA etc. Duffy received appropriately
lurid headlines in the lrish Times,Irish
Independent and elsewhere in December
2013.

The prosecution's case was based on
covert video footage and audio recordings
from a public park in Lurgan gathered by MI5
the day after the gun attack (see The Phoenix
l4l7l22). Over a decade later in Belfast
Crown Court, the senior judge ruled that the
recordings did not meet the standard to secure
convictions. The
trial was one of the
longest running ever
in Northern Ireland.

This is not the
first controversial
case involving
Duffy.In 1995 he
was convicted for
the killing of retired
UDR man John
Lyness outside his
home in Lurgan in
June 1993. Lyness
was gunned down
by two assailants who fled the scene on racing
bikes. Duffy's conviction was later quashed
after akey witness in the case, Lindsey Robb,
was deemed to be unreliable.

Robb had given evidence anonymously,
only being identified as Witness C. When
Robb himself was convicted, later in 1995, for
his role in acquiring and smuggling guns on
behalf of the UVF, Duffy was released - after
three years in prison.

In 1997 two RUC constables on patrol
were killed in Church Walk, Lurgan, the
last RUC fatalities before the second IRA
ceasefire. Duffy was charged with their
murders but the case was dropped due to
insufficient evidence.

In March 20l2Duffy was again back in
court, facing two murder charges. Two British
soldiers had been shot while collectingpizza
outside the Massereene barracks in Antrim
earlier that month. Duffy was also charged
with flve counts of attempted murder and
one of having a firearm and ammunition.
Almost three years later, having been denied
bail throughout the case, the judge acquitted
Duffy on the basis that there was insufficient
evidence to convict him of the murders.

If you include the 2l months that Duffy
spent on remand in relation to his most
recent case, he has spent almost a decade of
his life in custody even though there are no
convictions against him.
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ROBERT NAIRAC
RE.VISITED
ROBIN 'THE Jackal' Jackson, of
the Portadown UVF, was the most
notorious assassin of the Troubles.
Virtually all commentators on those
turbulent times believe he was a British
agent,run by the RUC special branch.
He was a key member of the so-called
Glenanne gang.

Jackson led the UVF team responsible for
the Miami Showband massacre in 1975.In
December 2021, the British government paid
f 1.5m to the surviving members of the group
and the relatives of those who perished. One
factor in the collapse of the State's defence
was the discovery of a document that placed
Captain Robert
Nairac, a British
Army undercover
operative, at the
scene of the atrocity
(see The Phoenix
3UU20) .

The state
defendants in the
Miami Showband
case allege that the
f 1.5m payment
was made without
an admission of
liability. This was
nothing more than a face-saving exercise.

The UK police inquiry, Operation
Denton, is presently looking at the activities
of Jackson and the Glenanne gang, which
encompasses the Dublin and Monaghan
bombings in May 1974, The burning issue
for the probe is whether any of them were
British agents.

Unfortunately, Operation Denton has
yet to re-interview Colin Wallace, a former
British psychological operations officer who
worked at British Army HQ in the 1970s. He
has much knowledge of the gang (see The
Phoenix 221312024). The inquiry was meant
to finish its inquiries in the spring and report
next June.

Meanwhile, the families of the Dublin
and Monaghan bombings are pursuing their
action against the British state.

The Jackal was involved in that atrocity
too. He drove the bombs used in the attack
to Dublin. The British state brought an
application before the High Court in Belfast
seekin-e to have the action by the families
struck out on a variety of grounds. The
motion rvas rejected earlier this month.

It is perplexing that the UK threw in the
torvel over the Miami Showband massacre
- led by Jackson - yet is fighting tooth and
nail over the Dublin and Monaghan atrocity
- also involving Jackson. All going well, the
lawyers in the Dublin and Monaghan case
will be able to produce the Nairac document,
which shows the British captain was linked
to Jackson and the Portadown UVF, when
the hearing takes place.

In the legal action taken by the families
and survivors of the Dublin and Monaghan
bombings, the NIO and MoD denied any
involvement with the UVF gang in that
atrocity. So they could hardly have admitted
to the officers from Operation Denton that
Jackson or any of his pack were British
agents. Operation Denton, therefore, is
unlikely to confirm that British agents were
members of the Glenanne gang.

A new documentary on the atrocity,
17-May-74 Anatomy of a Massacre,wtll
receive its premiere at the Lighthouse
Cinema in Smithfield. Dublin. on Mav 10.

GOINGNUCLEAR
IN IRISH SEA
IN RECENT years much has been
made by various academics, media and
politicians about lreland's dependence
on the Royal Air Force (RAF) for air
defence. Independent TD and former
Army Ranger Wing member, Cathal
'Gung Ho' Berry even went as far as
describing the situation as a "national
humiliation and embarrassment".

Strange then that the same voices, and
even Gung Ho himself, have not drawn
attention to other RAF activities in close
proximity to IrelanC.

A recent briefing document, released
jointly by the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament (CND) and Nukewatch,

describes horv nuclear materials and warhead
components for use in nuclear weapons are
transported on 10 round-trip special flights
annually by RAF C-17 Globemaster transport
aircrafi betlveen RAF airbaseBrrze Norton in
Oxfordshire and airbases in the US.

The RAF describes Brrze Norton as
"the largest RAF station" with over 7,000
personnel and contractors. Among other
thin-9s, the station "provides rapid global
mobility in support of UK overseas operations
and exercises as well
as AAR support for
fast jet aircraft, both
on operations and
in support of UK
Homeland Defence".
The station's
website advises
the public to read
its environmental
pol icies and major
accident emer_sency
instructions. Here's
ivhy.

The CND/
Nukervatch report outlines that special
nuclear materials for use in Britain's nuclear
programme are on board these flights
including tritium, a radioactive isotope
used in nuclear warheads; highly enriched
uranium; a nuclear submarine reactor fuel and
nuclear warhead component; and plutonium
for rvarhead components.

When these special nuclear flights depart
from Brize Norton they take one of two routes
towards the Atlantic. Both routes, and the
return trips, involve flying just to the south of
Ireland. 25-30 miles off the Irish coast. While
just outside Irish airspace, the flights are over
Irish territorial waters and if an accident were
to occur, it ivould pose a serious risk.

The report outlines how "both plutonium
and uranium are flammable metals which
burn easily if exposed to heat, creating a
plume of radioactive smoke which is easily
ingested. Tritium is a radioactive gas which is
also flammable and can easily be incorporated
in water and organic compounds, in which
form it may be ingested. All three materials
are carcinogenic."

Have our military enthusiasts and security
experts nothing to say about this nuclear
traffic in the Irish Sea?

GthalBCny
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IRISH PROBLEMS
AND SOLUTIONS
THE IRISH edition of the Sunday Times
appears to have corrected its revisionist
line on British foreign policy and has
been brought to heel by the chaps in
the London office, whose tutors in
MI5 and Whitehall were aghast at the
deviant editorial penned in the new
year's Aawrish
edition. Then,
a stern editorial
castigated
the Irish
Government's
intention to
abolish the triple
lock and asked,
rhetorically,
if Irish voters
wanted "their
ministers, hungry
for approval in
Brussels and Washington", to have the
power to send Irish troops to such hot
spots as lraq, Libya and Ukraine (see
The Phoenix l2lIl24).

This was some sort of first for the SZ's
Irish edition, which had become used to
lecturing the Paddies for not standing up
to Russia, China,Iran and the Palestinians,
telling us we should ditch neutrality and
defend the western way of life.

Last Sunday week the real Sunday Times
in London published the usual diet of anti-
Russian polemic in its editorial arguing: a)
the Ukraine war had triggered a rethink at
Nato; b) Donald Trump was right to lecture
"delinquent" Nato members about not
spending enough'on weapons of war; and c)
increased Nato spending was necessary even
in the UK, where military cuts have bitten
deep since 2010.

The Aawrish edition was written in an
almost different language but its main points
were: a) Nato doctrine of collective defence

Iohn Mooney

\r'as more necessary than ever because of
Ukraine; b) Trump's undiplomatic words
\\'ere unnecessary but his point was valid:
and c) further spending by Nato was a good
move. even in the UK. What an uncanny
coincidence.

The lrish Times has aped these foreign
affairs attitudes as they apply to Nato,
neutrality and an EU armed force, but it
appears to be more in tune with the latter
than UK and US primacy in geo-political
military matters. The IT recently ran an
investigation into an Irish-based company.
Irish Training Solutions (ITS), headed by
Danny Cluskey, a former Army Ranger
Wing soldier. ITS has been training the
forces of Libyan warlord Khalifa Haftar.
a rival to the UN-recognised Tripoli
government.

The investigative efforts by IT Europe
correspondent Naomi O'Leary and security
and crime correspondent Conor Gallagher
amounted to several thousand words and
dealt with the concerns of the Irish Defence
Forces about former Irish soldiers working
with ITS to train Libyan forces, which is in
breach of EU and UN embargoes on such
work in that country.

It may be that SZ security correspondent
John Mooney - whose view of Irish foreign
and security policy does not conflict with his
newspaper's western world view - believes
that an investigation into ITS is small beer
compared to the major inquiries he conducts
into the nefarious behaviour of Russia and
other malign states such as China and Iran.
Mooney was one of those specialists that
last February addressed aZoom webinar
organised by ITS entitled, Delivering
Relevant Real World Security Skills -
De-Risking the Security Threats to Ireland's
FDI Success.

cRoss (VERY cRoss)
BORDERVIEWS
IRISH TIMES northern editor Freva
McClements wrote extensively and
flatteringly about the longest-serving
newspaper editor in these islands,
Noel Doran, who is retiring after
25 years as editor of the lrish News
(IN), the constitutional nationalist
paper in the north. But Doran may not
have been altogether flattered by the
complimentary tone of McClements' s
article.

The article dealt with Doran's attitudes
as deputy editor and editor towards major

"About time - they're warming up the lawyer"

{":.--t

Pfl@ENIXffi

C\ i : ' .1. . : :  : i . rc north. such as the TrOubles,
th. ;\'.1.. [-rt-rrCc'SS. Brexit and so on, as well
a. - i :r l : . :r  t^-r\onal i t ies l ike John Hume,Ian
Pr ' : . .e) .  ( ic ' r r \  Adams etc .

I),':.,n al:t'l touched on prospects for a
hrrrie : jrll and argued that it would happen
:.i.r(\rinJ "ltt-lg. maybe a bit beyond that", but
it nrLr-: .urc'l)' happen and unionists cannot
h, ' lJ  r r  back tor  too long.

Thlnkful l l ' ,  the editor of the sole
nal i trnal i : t  newspaper voice in the north
apfrar\ not to have been asked what he
thouSht of the Irish Government's attitude
to hi. part of the, er, country and especially
thc- :cnre of abandonment by Dublin that
nranr nationalists have felt down the years.
It rnar be that readers of the newspaper
of ret'erence would be interested in such
cro:s-border opinions but the more mature
thinkers behind the IT's project, Common
Ground - Evolving Islands: Ireland &
Britain. n'ould probably not approve of such
naked national ism.

It is not as if the 1N has normally been
slos to r oice the most
trenchant views about
Dublin ministers and
taoisigh. especial ly
in the recent past.
The neu'spaper
ercoriated then
taoiseach Micheril
Martin in 2022 in the
most concerted attack
on any taoiseach
from the long-time
voice of northern,
consti tut ional
national ism.
Academic and writer Brian Feeney, as well
as former 1N editor Tom Collins, savaged
Martin. rvith Feeney describing his speech
at the annual Sedn Lemass commemoration
as a "t ired deadbeat sermon...  of vapid,
vacuous piosity saying nothing".

Collins, like Feeney, is a respected
academic. author and BBC commentator
and their joint broadside reflected the angst
that the southern coalition government
evokes among northern nationalists,
especially since FF went into coalition.

Other Dublin ministers in previous
coalitions to feel the wrath of the
traditionally moderate /N have been former
t6naiste Eamon Gilmore and ex-justice
minister Charlie' BlackandTanAgain'
Flanagan.

It may be just as well that the 1Z did not
elicit this sense of betrayal that the northern
newspaper - the long-time champion of
those extremist parliamentarians in the
SDLP - has come to reflect in its editorials
and columns.

1Z political editor Pat Leahy last
weekend referred - unflatteringly - to Derry
barrister Joe Brolly as a "spokesman for
Northern nationalism's resentment of their
Southern confreres" and who will bring a
"bitter, personalised and partisan" discourse
to discussion about a united Ireland.

In other words, Brolly does not hold any
common sround with the 12.

l'loelDoran
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DECOMMISSIONING
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY
SINCE RUSSIA'S invasion of Ukrarne
in2022 business has been booming
at Thales UK's weapons plants in the
north. Thales designs and manufactures
missiles includine Starstreak. liehtweieht
multi-role missile
systems and the
NLAW shoulder-
launched missile
system at plants
in east Belfast
and Crossgar, Co
Down.

Since the
outbreak of the war
these plants have
doubled production
and Thales recently
claimed that
production is set to
double again soon. It also has a partnership
with Israeli company Elbit to manufacture
Watchkeeper WK450 drones in Leicester,
which Israel has frequently used tn Gaza.

Thales CEO Alex Cresswell has dismissed
criticism of the arms industry: "I don't see that
I'm profiting from misery. I see the opposite:
by being prepared,I'm avefiing more misery."

Thales has long had links to Queen's
University Belfast ,where it has funded
research into cybersecurity at the university's
Centre for Secure Information Technologies
and financed studies into artificial intelligence
and aerodynamics. Thales is so welcome on
campus that it is part of The Chief Executives'
Club at Queen's, where academics and
business leaders meet for 'breakfast lectures'
and'Christmas networking drinks'.

With the protests that began at Columbia
University in New York - demanding that the
college divests from companies involved with
Israel's military - spreading across campuses
throughout the US, the question of whether
similar protest camps might be initiated here
would seem pertinent for Queen's.

Indeed, a referendum to "decolonise,
demilitarise and democratise Queen' s
University Belfast" organised by its students'
union last December misht have starled the

Hilary Clinton

process of the university's divestment and
disengagement, not only from Thales but also
from BAE Systems and other arms companies
or those investing in such companies.

The referendum motion was also very
critical of Queen's chancellor Hilary Clinton's
open support for the bombing campaign
against Gaza.WithSgqo of students who
voted backing the proposal, it seemed clear
that Queen's would have to take action.In the
same week Thales was boasting of increased
production at its factories in the north, QUB
Student's Union announced that an agreement
had been reached with a delegation from the
university's management to start a process to
deal with the issues raised in the referendum.

BRIGADIER
MACLELLANINDARK
WITH THE Crown's decision last
month not to prosecute the paratroopers
who perjured themselves at the Saville
inquiry, a number of doors slammed shut
on the deepest secrets of Bloody Sunday.
A further possible avenue closed with the
recent deaths of General Frank Kitson
and Col Derek Wilford. General Patrick
Maclellan, another key flgure in Bloody
Sunday, died at the end of April, but at
least he passed some of the secrets of that
foul day to an Irish author in2020.

Maclellan, whose wife had Irish roots and
relatives in Kinsale, was in command of the
British Army in Deny on Bloody Sunday. He
viewed Derry as a nationalist area and had
developed a policy of soaking up the violence
generated by nationalist rioters while the poli-
ticians strove to reach a political settlement.
That meant tolerating 'Free Derry', a place
that was off-limits to the RUC and the British
Army. Maclellan's immediate superior, Gen
Roberl Ford, was aghast.

Ford was an admirer of then Brigadier
Frank Kitson, who believed in hammering
nationalist communities into submission.
Kitson was aided and abetted by Wilford,
the commander of 1 Para, during his reign of
tenor in Belfast. The pair produced the Bal-
lymurphy massacre, in which 11 people were
murdered by British troops.

Ford and Kitson were exasperated at

Maclellan's softly, softly approach.
Military intelligence. *'hich reponed to

'Ford, had an agent in Derrl ' .  James \ l i l lc-r.  He
was a lift engineer,lvhich save hinr accL'\\
to the Rossville flats in the Bogside. But
Miller was a conman and concocted a storr in
the week running up to Bloody Sundal that
he had witnessed some 40IRA auxiliaries
practising to shoot at the British Army' durins
the civil rights march scheduled for the end of
that week.

Ford went to
Derry on that fateful
day accompanied
by his own mobile
communications
truck and armed
bodyguards. He
'lent' 1 Para to
Maclellan for
the day. Secretly,
and contrary to
MacLellan's express
orders, Wilford
readied the deadly C
Company of 1 Para to sweep into the Bogside.

In 2020 the discreet Maclellan told
author David Burke that Miller's intelli-eence
had been withheld from him, the man most
entitled to receive it. Burke did not reveal
Maclellan as one of his sources but included
the information Kitson' s lrish War. Burke
concluded that Ford did not want Maclellan
to learn about the IRA ambush party lest he
keep the arrny away from the Rossville flats
danger zone and the author argues that Ford
wanted to invade and "retake" the Bogside.

On Bloody Sunday. Wilford chomped at
the bit to deploy rvhile Maclellan held him
on a tight leash. Eventually Ford ordered
Maclellan to release the paratroopers. C
Company leaped out of personnel carriers with
guns ablaze at the spot where Miller alleged
the IRA would be rvaiting. But the IRA was
not there. Nonetheless, the paratroopers shot
all around them, including at a balcony on the
Rossville flats where Miller had alleged the
IRA had been training. Lord Saville failed
to appreciate the significance of Miller's lies
and blamed the massacre on an inexplicable
rampage by 1 Para.

Soldier F is probably the last person
who truly knows what happened on Bloody
Sunday. He awaits his trial for murder.

Frank Kitson
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STARMER AND SUE
GRAY'S ENEMIES
THE LIKELY advent of Labour leader
Keir Starmer and his chief of staff,
Sue Gray, at the helm of the British
government is already causing ripples
in Whitehall
and Northern
Ireland Office
(NIO) circles,
both of which
have experience
of Gray's modus
operandi as a
watchdog for
the permanent
government and
the deep state in
recent decades.

A recent
splash about Gray's time in the north by
senior Mediahuis editor Sam McBride
in the Belfast Telegraph spoke of a scary
conversation by senior NIO officials; a
"controversial unauthorised interview
to the BBC" (by Gray); and a residue of
resentment against the super bureaucrat after
she left her senior role there to return to the
cabinet office to head up Boris Johnson's
unit char_eed rvith strengthening up the
unlon.

Also mentioned in the article was that
Gray did not -set the job as head of the
north's civi l  serr ice in 2020 "because
Arlene Foster and Michel le O'Neil l
couldn't agree". The precise reason was
that O'Neill wouldn't agree because Sinn
F6in regarded Gray as a "securocrat", a
view strengthened by various remarks from
British establishment politicians and others
(see The Phoenix 28lIl22).

An especially sensitive part of the article
was a reference to her reaction to a BBC
interview in which it was put to her that she
\\ as a spy (a British spy, that is), which she
ar oided answering, saying inscrutably: "I

know you had that put to you. I think if I
was a spy I'd be a pretty poor spy if people
are talking about me being a spy."

Gray's influence in top Whitehall circles
cannot be exaggerated and she was once
described by Tory cabinet minister Oliver
Letwin as a "lady called Sue Gray, the head
of ethics or something in the Cabinet Office.
Unless she agrees, things just don't happen."

But her recruitment to Starmer's
C/S position has enraged right-wing
establishment and Tory figures in the
British body politic and in the NIO, who
see her as a traitor who has gone over to the
Labour opposition and will be 'in charge'
when Starmer comes to power. There is
even talk of a small but signiflcant purge in
the Cabinet Office that she will take some
pleasure in implementing when the hour of
victory comes.

Many of the rumours about her top-
level intelligence links stem from her time
in the north, where at one stage in the late
1980s she ran a pub with her husband near
Rathfriland. The strone hints in the leaks

Continued ott page 4

EARLIER THIS MONTH,/fte Business Post
published a cry to arms under a headline
that warned: "The lrish media sector won't
hold out against social media". The piece
was written onfoot of Mediahuis's proposed
purchase of The Journal, which is where the
Biz Post also happened to be snffing around.

The Business Posl Group is controlled
by Enda O'Coineen, who has been on the
acquisition trailfor some time and has added
the likes of the Red C polling company and
iQuest marketing firm, while it also owns
titles like lrish Thtler and Food and Wine.

When Mediahuis's interest inThe Jour-
nalwas made known,there was panic among
the online organ's staff, given the Belginn
ginnt's stringent cost cutting in recent times.
Certainly, there would have been blood had
the takeover actually gone through,

According to the Irish Times,the under-
bidder was the Business Post and O'Coineen
didn't deny this to Goldhawk. No doubt he
remains interested, which might explain
why lan Guider's Post article proclaimed:
"C ommercially, a takeover [of The Journa[
makes strategic sense." It would, apparently,
"secure the future" of the online newspaper.

Of course, the role of the regulator (Co-
imisirtn na Medn) woul.d be "cruciaf' but it
should notforget that "a strong Irtsh media
sector can probably only thrive though a
series of mergers". Heer, hear!

PAUL HOURICAN'S
SURPRISE
AN ENGLISH firm, Igniyte Ltd, has just
registered a judgment for a paltry €15,000
against a company owned by Goldhawk's
favourite landlord, Paul Hourican. It ap-
pears to have something to do with the
management of his business's reputation.

Fans of The Phoenix will be familiar with
Hourican's rental adventures thanks to the
high-profile collapse of Period Door Properties
Ltd (PDP). It will be recalled (see The Phoenix
2314121) that he first made an impact when
complaints by tenants in the Dublin proper-
ties he was sub-letting reached critical levels,
with the Residential Tenancies Board rulins
against PDP on various occasions. Amonglhe
more high-profile complainants was one Bob
Geldof, whose Dfn Laoghaire property had
been rented to PDP at€4,500 a month.

PDP was incorporated back in2014 to rent
out upmarket properties in southside Dublin
(or at least the individual bedrooms in them)
to mostly Silicon Valley types. But after the
pandemic kicked in, the company was wound
up in the High Court by Judge Michael Quinn.
By then, Hourican had exited the board, along
with his wife, designer Susan Hourican.

Hourican's Station Island Holdings had
net assets of €lm at the end of March 2023,
according to documents just filed. This is the
entity against which the €15,000 judgment
has been registered by Igniyte, "the reputation
experts". Its mission is to "work globally with
companies, brands and individuals, to deliver
positive and lasting online reputations".

Given the bad press generated by PDP,
maybe Hourican felt his group's reputation
needed some management and it could be that
he didn't think Igniyte had delivered on its
lofty promises. Paul wasn't about to tell Gold-
hawk why he engaged with Igniyte, however,
and also said he was unaware that the judg-
ment had been registered.

These days, Hourican trades as Property
Letting And Management, which is a busi-
ness name registered by Laputa Ltd, an entity
100%-owned by Station Island Holdings.
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to the Bel Tel about her shadowy existence
are part of this backlash against "the most
powerful person you've never heard of', as
one senior BBC programmer once described
her.

Starmer's people are not enamoured
by the storm being whipped up by Gray's
opponents - or should that be victims? - and
a somewhat defensive article in the Labour-
oriented New Statesman recently derided
the sources of the 'spy' rumours. According
to the article some right-wing Tories,
outraged at Gray's report into partygate
(which she took over in December 2021),
began to maliciously and falsely peddle
the intelligence gossip about Sue in the
aftermath of the report.

However, this explanation hardly stacks
up as reports of Gray being a spook pre-date
the Covid inquiry by some years.

From an Irish or northern nationalist
viewpoint, having Gray at Starmer's side
is not an enticing prospect. She once said
her role was "to ensure and maintain the
union" and whatever her links to the British
intelligence apparatus are, she is hardly an
ally of devolution in the north or a border
poll.

NATO: WHAT'S
INANAME?
THE AVALANCHE of articles in
mainstream media demanding that
Ireland abandons neutrality has been
accompanied by the Defence Forces
becoming closer to both Nato and the
EU's burgeoning military forces. Every
now and then reference is made in leaks
from the Defence Forces about a new
subgroup or project under the umbrella of
Nato's Partnership for Peace (PfP), that
masterpiece of Orwellian euphemism.

Requests from Goldhawk to the
Department of Defence for the full list of
Nato subgroups to which Ireland has signed
up since we joined the PfP 25 years ago was
initially met with the insistence that the "PfP
isn't a subgroup of Nato per se,but it is the
framework for Ireland's entire co-operation
with Nato. All co-operation comes under
that."

Following a further request for the names,
dates and different agreements, projects
and subgroups - whatever their description
- that have been created via Ireland's
co-operation with Nato, a fuller response
came. Much of this was composed of answers
to questions that were not asked, such as
that "participation in PfP does not involve
any commitment to Nato's common defence
affangements" and the paradoxical remark
that "co-operating with Nato via Partnership
for Peace on areas of mutual interest does not

indicate a move closer to Nato".
The department also said: "Since 2015

Ireland has engaged with the Partnership
Interoperability Advocacy Group (PIAG)...
Ireland is not a member of any Nato
subcommittee... Ireland is not part of
the Nato Critical Undersea Infrastructure
Coordination Cell."

This sparse account of Irish involvement
with Nato and the denial of involvement in
"any Nato subcommittee" does not quite
square with various references in The Phoenix
and in other media to Nato/PfP subgroups.

Nearly two years ago The Phoenix reported
on Ireland's membership of Nato's PfP and
noted that western military cheerleaders, the
Irish Times, had reported that the Government
was considering membership of the Helsinki-
based Nato subgroup, the European Centre
of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats;
that the Government had just signed Ireland
up to another Nato subgroup, the Malware
Information Sharing Platform; and that in
2019 lreland had joined the Estonian-based
Nato Co-operative Cyber Defence Centre of
Excellence.

Along with the PfP and PIAG, that makes
five distinct Nato subgroups that Ireland has
joined.

How many other 'groups' or entities
come under subheadings that the defence
department referred to in its response to our
queries? These included "women... climate
change... resilience... and a number of areas
that focus on Defence Forces capability
development".

Chair of the Nato Military Committee,
Admiral Rob Bauer, would have had much
to discuss with Irish Defence Forces chief of
staff Lieutenant General Se6n Clancy during
his three-day visit to Ireland in late February.

RWANDAWARNING
IGNORED
THE DRAMATIC and forceful actions
being taken by the curent Government
to address the refugee crisis, however
unsympathetic they are to refugees,
indicate a serious issue being tackled by
a serious Government. As it happens,
in Belfast's High Court this week Mr
Justice Humphreys made a ruling that
may or may not have eased the crisis.
That crisis is something that justice
minister Helen McEntee put down to
the overwhelming majority of asylum

l-J 1,
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"No one could have predicted i t  ending l ike this!"

seekers in the Republic being driven by
the UK government's Illegal Migration
Act or the threat of deportation to
Rwanda.

However, if the Government is all urgent
can-do activity in the face of some voters
disaffected by far-right demagogues, they
can't say they weren't warned well in advance
- nearly six months ago - that the Rwanda
bill then being legislated r,vould contradict
terms of the Windsor Framervork and the
Belfast Agreement.
Judge Humphreys'
ruling was made
on precisely these
terms.

As The Phoenix
reported (see edition
315124) British
Labour MP Stella
Creasy wrote to
foreign minister
Michei4l Martin on
December 7 last,
warning him of
the lesislation's
implications and calling on him "to stand up
for the Good Friday Agreement [GFA]". She
was ignored.

Creasy then contacted Irish Labour leader
Ivana Bacik, who asked Martin, among other
things, about his engagement with the British
government on the issue. Martin was unable
to answer that part of the question because
he had made no approach to Dorvning Street
about the matter.

Worse was to follorv rvhen Creasy'made
her own inquiries. via her forei_en affairs
sources, only to discover that Martin did not
want to engage in another confrontation with
HMG as he was about to initiate proceedings
at the European Court of Human Rights on
the Legacy Act.

So instead of the Irish Government being
the guarantor of the GFA - as obliged b1'
international treaty - it has been left to a
British labour MP, a 16-year-old Iranian
boy and the Northern Ireland Human
Rights Commission to defend the GF.\
and, temporarily at least, solve the Rrr anda
emergency in so far as it affects lreland.

CORRECTION
In our edition of April 19,2024, rve described
Catherine Arnold as having once rvorked as a "re-
search assistant" for the Young \4bmen's Christian
Association. In fact Arnold worked there as a "resi-
dent assistant" and she was a 'research assistant" for
Aladdin, helping refugees and asylum seekers.

Stella (retry
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.NEITHER FANCIFUL
NOR ABSURD'
FIFTY YEARS ago this month, four
UVF car bombs blew apart 34 people in
Dublin and Monaghan. The late Henry
Barron, a retired judge of the Supreme
Court, investigated the atrocities for the
Irish government.
He concluded
that suspicion of
British intelligence
involvement was
"neither fanciful
nor absurd".
He reached that
conclusion before
the emergence
of a tsunami of
evidence about
loyalist collusion
with the British
state; not to mention the millions the UK
has paid in compensation to the victims
of state-loyalist violence; nor Britain's
desperate efforts to sweep evidence of
conspiracy under the carpet with its
so-called legacy legislation.

When Barron asked the British government
for its files, he was rebuffed. What had the
British to fear? The answer to that starts
with British military intelligence and MI5's
clandestine relationship with Billy Hanna and
Robin Jackson, the leaders of the UVF bomb
gang. Some of their former colleagues have
claimed they were British agents.

British military intelligence insiders such
as Fred Holroyd and Colin Wallace have
also pointed the finger at British intelligence
sponsorship of the atrocities. Clive Ponting,
a former senior Ministry of Defence official
attended meetings with MI5 officers to discuss
how to prevent Wallace and Holroyd from
making allegations about 'dirty tricks' in the
north. Ponting revealed that MI5 offlcials were
"genuinely worried about what Wallace might
say". Wallace can point to a letter he wrote in
l9l5 in which he named nine of the Dublin
and Monaghan bombers as British agents.

Holroyd, who had worked with military
intelligence and MI6, discovered that Robin

Jackson was a British agent.
Several loyalists have claimed that British

operatives supplied the bombs. This explains
how the UVF managed to suddenly acquire
bombs that contained ammonium nitrate,
sodium nitrate and nitroglycerin. The UVF
did not have the capacity to make that sort of
device. The IRA, however, did. This raises
the possibility that the l9l4 bombs were
manufactured from materials the British Army
or RUC had confiscated. Alternatively, the
British made them from scratch for the UVF.

Some 25 or more loyalists participated in
the 1974 bombings. Within days the RUC
knew who most of them were. The various
inquiries led by Lord John Stevens revealed
that the UK's intelligence services had
hundreds of informers on their payrolls. Yet,
somehow, no one was ever charged with the
1974 atrocitres.

Dan Murphy, who led the short-lived
Garda investigation, concluded that there was
a deliberate policy by the RUC not to assist
his inquiry. He felt the hand of a hidden power
forcing the RUC to act that way. Only Denis
Payne of MI5, the overarching spymaster at
Stormont Castle, and his colleagues at the
NIO, had that sort of authority.

The late Eamon Doherty and former
Garda commissioner (1987-88) assisted the
groundbreaking 1993 Yorkshire Television
programme that pointed the finger at British
intelligence involvement in the bombings.

The UK police inquiry, Operation Denton
(see The Phoenix I8l4l24), is investigating the
UVF gang responsible for the outrage. The
prospect that it will produce intelligence from
the secret files Henry Barron once sought is
probably fanciful, if not absurd.

BRITS ON STICKY
WICKET
BRITAIN'S UNILATERAL decision to stifle
victims' ability to seek truth and justice via its
Legacy Act has been condemned not only by
the Irish Government but also by the Council
of Europe's commissioner for human rights,
the UN's commissioner for human rights and
all political parties in the north etc. Now the
establishment of an expert advisory panel
(EAP) to provide "independent advice and

guidance to the historians rr ritinc the public
history of British policl during thc' conflict in
Northern Ireland" is also pror ins to be fraught
with difficulties.

The EAP is made up of nine academic
historians and political scientists. u ho have
oversight ofall aspects ofthe project including
the selection of qualified and indepe ndent
historians to write the public histon: advising
on the overall structure and content: and even
providing guidance on the selection and use
of primary and secondary source materials
including any
sensitive or classified
documents.

with the EAP
being tasked
with ensuring "a
comprehensive and
objective account
of British policy
during the Troubles",
it was a surprise
to see included on
the panel Lord Paul
Bew and Henry
Patterson, professors
of politics at Queen's University Belfast and
the University of Ulster respectively.

Bew and Patterson joined the Workers'
Party (WP), colloquially known as the
Stickies, in the early 1980s. At the time, these
academic 'Marxists' were arguing that there
was nothing inherently reactionary about the
northern state. Patterson was co-opted on to
the WP's ard chomairle in 1986. By the early
1990s, however, he was advocating that the
only hope for progressive politics in the north
was for the British Labour Party to establish
branches there.

Around the same time in his book, Making
Sense, Bew was arguing that the 1916 Easter
Rising had been an aberration and its heritage
needed to be rejected by the Irish political
establishment. No surprise then that Bew went
on to be an adviser to David Trimble when he
was leader of the Ulster Unionist Party and
was appointed as an independent peer to the
House of Lords in 2006.

None of this is a state secret either and
details were outlined in Brian Hanley and
Scott Millar's comprehensive book, The Lost
Revolution: The Story of the Official IRA and
the Workers' Party.
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BRITISH ARMS FOR A
UNITED IRELAND!
WHEN EUROPEAN Commission
president Ursula von der Leyen
and Josep Borrell, the EU's high
representative for foreign
affairs and security policy,
recently introduced the first
ever European Defence
Industrial Strategy (EDIS),
they were doing so after a
comprehensive process with
key stakeholders. These
included member states,
the defence industry, the
financial sector, think tanks,
academics and the European
Defence Agency (EDA). This
momentous strategic, financial
and political initiative merited
precious little discussion in the
media.

Ddil or

The strategy sets three targets to be met
by 2030.It requires intra-EU defence trade
to represent at least 357o of the value of the
total EU defence market; at least 40Vo of
defence equipment should be procured in a
collaborative manner: and at least half (and
60Vo by 2035) of defence procurement should
be sourced internally in the EU.

Surprisingly, the proposals were not
considered in detail during aD6ll debate
on March 20, which preceded a meeting
of the European Council in Brussels. Then
taoiseach Leo Varadkar referred to EDIS,
saying: "While defence remains a national
competence, these proposals aim to stimulate
production and joint procurement and to
allow the EU both to aid Ukraine and develop
further its industrial base."

He went on to say that the Irish policy of
neutrality should not rule out identifying the
"potential benefits" of the scheme for Irish
industry and academic institutions, adding:
"It will be important to engage maturely and
constructively in these discussions."

While Labour's Brendan Howlin and
Fianna F6il's Se6n Haughey both took

AFTAIRS OF]HE N/TION
issue with the vagueness of Vlad's musings
about the EDIS, Sinn F6in's response was
more intriguing. With four SF TDs - SF
spokesperson on foreign affairs and defence
Matt Carthy, Mair6ad Farrell, Mark Ward and
Chris Andrews - contributing to the debate, it
was striking that not one mentioned the EDIS.

In April a discussion paper, entitled
Defence Spending in the European
Union, from the European Commission's
Directorate-General for Economic and
Financial Affairs put the EDIS proposals in
context. The paper rightly articulated that
EU defence policy has gone through four
stages, starting with the Maastricht Treaty in

1992.The report highlights that
through the Permanent Structured
Cooperation, the Coordinated
Annual Review on Defence, the
European Peace Facility (EPF),
the EDA and the European
Defence Fund (EDF), the EU
has achieved significant levels
of collaboration in the terms of
security and defence policy.

This has all been achieved
by disregarding Article 4I(2) of
the Treaty on European Union,
which prohibits the EU's budget
including "expenditure arising

from operations having military or defence
implications". Expenditure on the EDF will
be close to €10 billion for 2021-2027,whrle
in the same period the EPF will spend €17
billion, but all this is kept "off budget".

Of course, none of this would be shocking
to Irish politicians, who have long debated
the effects of such manoeuvring on Irish
neutrality.Indeed, back in March Independent
TD and former Army Ranger Wing member
Cathal 'Gung Ho' Berry lauded the EDIS
proposals, arguing that while it is looked on
suspiciously in Ireland, as we need to arm
our Defence Forces, we should be producing
weapons and armoured vehicles ourselves.

Perhaps sensing the uneasiness of SF about
all this, Gung Ho attempted to deliver a killer
argument, claiming that having a defence
industry "is part of the all-island agenda".
Berry referred to the 1,200 workers at Harland
& Wolff making, maintaining and refitting
naval ships, while another 800 workers at
Thales two plants in the north help to produce
various missile systems.

Clearly satisfied that he had outflanked
his opponents, Gung Ho charged: "If we are
looking towards some kind of reunification
over the next decade or so, that is something
we must factor in and not run oway from."
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I know there's a lot
of celebrity people
that sign their names
to certain whiskeys.
This is absolutely
not the case with
what we're doing.
Michael Flatley
on the launch of
Flatley Whiskey,
Business Post

I remember the ilichaeltlatleY

beautiful olainness of
the event, the quiet dignity and respect displayed
by working people - a butcher here, a mechanic
there - heads bowed as the hearse passed. Una
Mullally recalls John McGahern's funeral in

2006,lrish Times

The accent of the singer is the most essential
component of country music and that's the
genius of the Texas native's new album. Conor
Caldwell discusses Beyonc6's Cowboy
Carter, rte.ie

However, when she bought her own place, she
realised there was something in the lrish DNA
about owning property... What made the situation
all the more emotional was that the day she had
to close was also the day of the ultra-exclusive
Met Gala fashion fundraiser. Barry Egan on
Samatha Barry buying her apartment in
New York, Sundoy Independent

I was struck by the almost poignant way the
married couple demonstrated their respect for

the proceedings. I imagine that Lady Donaldson,
who ti lted her head and briefly smiled at points

and even spoke a few words to the custody
officer beside her, was - understandably -

trying to convey a sense of confidence, ease
and dignity amid an appearance that even the
most accomplished public per{ormer would find
gruelling. Ben Lowry reports on leffrey
Donaldson's court hearing, Beffost News
Letter, submitted by reader

The simplest and most authentic way to channel
the Bridgerron look is by investing in a series
of sophisticated corsets. Although they can
sometimes have a lingerie-esque feel, there are
plenty of ways to wear a corset to achieve a chic
and timeless look. RfE Guide

There was a famous British polit ician called Enoch
Powell [who said]... polit icians giving out about
journalism is l ike a sailor giving out about the
weather. lt's completely pointless. That's what you

have to live with. lt's the same with the pay figures

Them's the rules, suck it up. Bryan Dobson on
his €200k salary, Irish Independent

lrish men - with the bashful modesty we're
unused to with movie stars, and their tendency
towards the mysterious (neither Scott, Mescal nor

Murphy have public social media accounts) - are

approachable, desirable and sensitive enough to be

considered leading men. Kate Demolder, RTE
Guide

Please send suitable contributions to: The

Hot Air Brigade, The Phoenix. 4'l Lr Baggot

St, Dublin 2 or email: hotair@thephoenix.ie
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CARELESS TCD
FOR THE embattled dons of Trinity
College Dublin (TCD), one PR disaster -
being forced by its students to divest from
Israeli companies on a UN investment
blacklist - was unfortunate.
Two, and it's beginning to look
like carelessness.

First, TCD climbed down after
sustained student protests - and
loss of income at its lucrative
Book of Kells money pit - over its
investments in Israeli companies
involved in illegal settlements
on Palestinian land. Within
hours, it was embroiled in a fresh
controversy involving Ireland's
number one carbon polluter.

On May 8, TCD confirmed it
would "complete a divestment
from investments in Israeli
companies that have activities in the Occupied
Territories", a statement greeted as "historic"
by TCD's Students' Union.

The next day Trinity announced that it had

received €Z.5mfrom what it cloyingly termed
'oEurope's no. 1 airline", bringing to €4m the
total investment in its Ryanair Sustainable
Aviation Research Centre.

It's easy money for cash-strapped TCD or
as provost Linda Doyle put it: "Research must
be central to combating climate change and
promoting sustainable transport."

In December 2016, then provost Patrick
Prendergast proudly declared the college had
become Ireland's first to go "fossil-free" by
pulling its investments in fossil fuels.

Clearly, that move eight years ago didn't
extend to not taking cash from Michael
O'Leary's Ryanair, one of Europe's 10
most polluting corporations. In 2023 itwas
responsible for a whopping 13.3 million

tonnes of carbon emissions.
The silver bullet for the

industry is to develop sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF) that, it claims,
would allow it to grow without
worsening climate change. It
appears to be a vain hope. It's
reckoned that only 0.T7o of all
aviation is currently fuelled by
SAFs, which are biofuels made
from plant or animal materials.

But SAFs cost a lot more than
jet kerosene and providing even
a chunk of the 350 billion litres a
year in fuel burned by the world's

airlines via SAFs would require converting
many millions of hectares of farmland away
from food production.

Right now, at a time of rising food
insecurity as a result of climate-driven weather

extremes, seems like a really bad time to be
diverting scarce food resources into a sector
that is helping to accelerate climate change.

Whatever benefits TCD's research centre
might ever provide in terms of cutting
aviation emissions, the likely reason for this
sponsorship largesse from a company headed
by a man who has long scoffed at climate
change is that it's a handy piece of academic
greenwashing. It distracts from the reality that,
like the whole industry, Ryanair has no plans
to brins its emissions back down to earth.

WON'T AIWONE think of Dublin Airport?
Journalist andThe Currency CEO Tom
Lyons this week bemoaned the "myopic
unwillingne ss" of our lily-livered politicinns
to make the "b.rave but necessary call"
and expand Dublin Airphrt. Y es, Lyons
acknowledged, we need. to d.evelnp greener
ways offlying but clearly this is a mere trifle
compared with the really urgent imperative,
whirh is, of course, ever more growth.

Lyons is in synch with his former
Business Post colleagues in lobbying hard
for expansinn of the already huge numbers

"flying through this airport. The deepening
global climate emergency cuts no ice with
most Irish business journalists. Absolute
physical emission limits are just waved
away by the supposedly hard-nosed and
ultra-rational business press with vague
mutte ring s about non-e xiste nt te c hnolo gie s.
Meanwhile,airports in Dubai and Brazil
were recently W under severalfeet of water
after'extreme' flooding events. Who's next?

EMl55lON6

NO PHONE UNTAPPED
INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALIST
Barry McCaffrey and journalist fllm
maker Trevor Birney got more than
they bargained for when their case
against the PSNI's unlawful snooping
on them finally came before Britain's
Investigatory Powers Tribunal (IPT) a
fortnight ago in London. The IPT is a
superior court with a judge presiding.
It considers complaints about covert
action by public authorities, including the
intelligence services, that may infringe
human ri_ehts under the European
Convention on Human Rights.

McCaffrel and Birney took their case in
2019 alter their unlarvful arrest the previous
year by the PS\1. s'hich was hoping to ferret
out their sources tbr the 2017 award-winning
film No Stone Ltrttttrrted about a loyalist
multiple killing in Loughinisland, Co Down,
rn 1994. The police s anted to discover
their source for a docunient fiom the Police
Ombudsman's Office that rvas cited in the
film.

The two journalists sued the PSNI and it
emerged that they had been anested, their
homes ransacked and elecjronic devices
seized as "a distraction tactic" by the police
in the hope that, on their release, one of them

might immediately contact their source,
thereby revealing him or her to the spying
police. The court found the police actions
unlawful and awarded f875,000 damages
plus costs against the PSNI.

Since 2019 McCaffrey and Birney
have been dragging the PSNI "kicking and
screaming", as Birney said, before the IPT.
The PSNI had asked Durham Constabulary
to investigate how the Police
Ombudsman document fell into
the journalists' hands. Ironically
it was 600 pages of evidence from
the Durham police, not the PSNI,
which revealed to the IPT the
extent of the PSNI's surveillance.

Minutes of a20I7 meeting of
Durham police with two PSNI
officers disclosed that the PSNI
has a database that was trawled
through twice a year for the phone
records of selected journalists,
believed to number eight.
McCaffrey's barrister, Ben Jaffey
KC, said the PSNI called this procedure "a
defensive operation" against journalists in NI.

How did they select journalists? "Trouble-
maker journalists who wrote disobliging
things about the PSNI". Also journalists "who
were always looking for a story".In other
words journalists who were being journalists.

McCaffrey must have been very obviously
a journalist because the IPT, which is
an inquisitorial court, conducted its own
lnquiries and disclosed that the Metropolitan
police had illegally accessed his phone data
in2011 and handed it to the PSNI in 2018.
McCaffrey was placed under surveillance five
times since 2011.

The IPT's inquiries also led to allegations
that the PSNI had spied on Vincent

Kearney, then a BBC journalist, now RTE's
northern editor, when he was probing the
independence of the Police Ombudsman's
Office for a BBC Spotlight programme in
2011. The then ombudsman resigned shortly
after Kearney's programme aired. The BBC
has now joined in the action.

McCaffrey told the BBC last week
that "police were physically following

an individual from the Police
Ombudsman's Office" to see who
he met.

After the IPT hearing, Birney
said: "The PSNI is absolutely
obsessed with journalists and
their sources. I think we need
to remind the PSNI and remind
the authorities in Belfast that
journalism isn't a crime, that
journalists all over the world have
sources and that is lawful and
that is what journalists are there
to do."

But the PSNI's 'obsession'

does not stop with journalists. The IPT heard
that it tried to access data from Birney's
wife and considered accessing personal data
belonging to Birney's solicitor, Niall Murphy.

"The revelations exposed in court are
chilling. The industrial-scale harvesting of
sensitive data by the PSNI is akin to East
German secret police in the early 1980s,"
Murphy said.

SDLP leader Colum Eastwood, who
attended the hearing, said the revelations
were "a scandal", while the Society of Editors
condemned the PSNI's actions. The NUJ's
Irish organiser,Ian McGuinness, called "yet
again for the PSNI to come clean."

The PSNI is due to respond to the
allegations in July.
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.INDEPENDENT'
MEDIAFUNDING
FOREIGN MINISTER and Tan6iste Miche6l
Martin continues to publicly and loudly
mount a heroic defence against media
minister Catherine Martin' s proposals
for the state to fund RTE. The Tan6iste
has described the media minister's
proposal as something that could lead
to "unhealthy
consequences" for
democracy. But
there is something
of a contradiction
between this
virtuous stance by
Mee-Hole and the
ease with which he
has presided over
the disbursement
of several million
euros to deserving
media via his
department's Global Ireland Media
Challenge Fund (GIMCF) set up in2020.

A voluble Miche6l Martin has warned
that "separation between the government of
the day and media funding" is an "important
principle" and a "very serious issue which
can't be just fudged". More recently, he
warned that in other countries government
funding of media shows "how that can erode
democracy and undermine democracy" . Dear
me.

Such rhetoric contrasts sharply with the
global, statesman-like tones of the Department
of Foreign Affairs (DFA) announcement of its
€900,000 pa funding by GIMCF of various
Irish media beginning in2020. This was
part of the Global Ireland 2025 strategy to
expand Ireland's trade, culture and diaspora
links as well as "support Ireland's foreign
policy objectives". These objectives were
based heavily on "Ireland's campaign for
membership of the UN Security Council"
which, having been achieved, required that

(athedne Martin
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the Government now "communicate Ireland's
enlarged role in the United Nations".

Signifi cantly, the announcement made
clear that the target audience was not global
but rather domestic and that "the overall
objective of the initiative is to deepen and
broaden the understanding of the Irish public
of signiflcant global issues and Ireland's role
in the wider world".

A stirring statement attached to the GIMCF
declaration says: "Editorial independence,
within the terms of the overall partnership
agreement, will be preserved as a core
principle lof the fund]." But of course.

As The Phoenix has repeatedly reported,
Irish governments in the 21st century have
moved mountains in trying to jettison
traditional, neutral and non-aligned policies
- policies that have eamed the country an
honourable role and profile in the world. The
support of the domestic media, in particular
coverage of the forum on international
security led by Dame Louise Richardson
(DBE), was regarded as vital in this campaign
to throw out our foreign policy.

The list of media that have secured funding
for this year is as follows: Reach, a group
that includesthe Mirror,lrish Daily Star and
RSVP, received €100000; the Examiner,part
of the Irish Times group, received € 100,000;
and so too did the Business Post. Bauer Media
(the German media group that owns Newstalk,
Today FM and other radio stations) received
€55,000.

In2022 The Phoenix requested information
under the Freedom of Information Act about
records relating to the following funds dished
out by the GIMCF: RTE, CS6OIOOO; Virgin
Media TV, €200,000; and the Journal,
€90,000 (see edition 29lll22). Despite the
GIMCF's ringing declaration that it wanted to
"advance the principle of open government",
the DFA refused to provide such information,
saying that any documents that did exist had
been "submitted to the Government for its
consideration by a Minister or the Attorney
General" or "contained statements made at a
meeting of the Government".

AN INTE RE STING, alternative treatment
of the 1974 DublinlMonaghan bombings
- one that involves award-winning actor
Stephen Rae - is Frank Connolly's
novel, A Conspiracy of Lies, which was
recently released as an audiobook. Rea's
smouldering nanation signals the leap into
the conspiracy of lies that gives the book its
title. He brings various characters and the
story to W in a powerful performance.

Listeners will know that this is not

FUT TNISSAR
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an investigative work of journalism
but a drama in which the British and

.Irish governments as well as northern
loyalism are brought to ffi via various
characters. Rae' s unpleasant, Dublin-based
British diplomat is played with verve and
conviction.

O'DEA'S MEDIA
MESSAGE TO MARTIN
MICHEAL MARTIN'S media maestro,
Paul Clarkson, and Martin's political
brain, Deirdre Gillane, will have been
very interested in former minister
Willie O'Dea's take on the upcoming
local and EU elections in the Sunday
Independent, which contain a cryptic
message - threat even - about possible
adverse results for Fianna Fdil early
next month. This message, however. is
delivered in a roundabout sort of wav bv
the wily O'Dea,
who professes
to be optimistic
about his party's
prospects at the
elections.

According
to O'Dea, the
strong record and
enthusiasm of
FF candidates in
these elections are
such that the party
should retum with
more councillors
than any other
party but also with an increase in MEPs from
its current two seats.

Whatever about an increase in MEPs
(50:50), the chance of FF improving on its
276 councillors on 26.9Vo of the vote in 2019
is most unlikely and it's hard to believe that
O'Dea himself believes it. He does qualify his
prediction by saying: "With the right message
and direction, this is achievable."

In a political party, the "message and
direction" comes, of course, from the top - the
leadership - and the subtext in O'Dea's arlicle
is that these qualities will determine June's
election results. The other part of this not-so-
subtle message is that Martin ri ill harr-' to bear
responsibi l i ty for a bad elect ion result.

In anticipation of a pre-electoral def 'ensive
ar-sument fiom Martin's handlc-rs - one
rvhich has alreadl been satiing around media
punditry - that local elect ions are similar
to unrel iable. mid-term elections, O'Dea
said that a general election rvill come within
months and the local results in particular
would be the "best indicator" we will get of
the general election results.

Last month O'Dea claimed, again in
the Sindo, that allowing Fine Gael to reset
after new leader Simon Harris took charge,
while FF was content to stand idly by, was
the "antithesis of partnership" in a coalition
government.It allowed FG to reassert its
identity while FF's already bluned image
receded even further.

O'Dea went on to make even more strident
criticisms of his party leadership's strategy
in that article, to which Martin responded
within 24 hours. Will he reply to the latest
provocation?

Willie O'Dea
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metaphor, was politically timely. It came just
two months away from the elections and at
a time when middle Ireland was becoming
more and more exercised by Israeli genocide
inGaza.

Whatever about Martin's moves, Fine
Gael cannot claim a better record given
Coveney's manoeuvring as foreign minister
for over five years to December 2022.Ten
long years ago the D6il unanimously passed
a motion - not from FF/FG but Sinn F6in -
recognising Palestinian statehood. It became
part of the 2016 programme for government
led by FG but foreign minister Coveney
repeatedly argued that this clause also said
that such recognition was "as part of a lasting
settlement of the conflict". These Jesuitical
words enabled the government to say no
recognition could be granted until there is a
"final settlement", ie not in the foreseeable
future.

In an even more disingenuous move,
'Covetous' Coveney changed his tune when
he led the Government's vanity project to be
elected to the UN Security Council, a goal
that could only be secured with the support
of developing countries. Suddenly in 2018,
Coveney warned that, if Israel continued to
block peace moves,Ireland would consider
recognising Palestinian statehood. How
very provocative - as were some thundering
speeches supporting the Palestinians the
then foreign minister made at the UN and
elsewhere as he pursued the bauble of a place
on the Security Council.

Not that Coveney meant any of it. In the
same week that Ireland won its council seat in
2020,Coveney point blank refused to allow
the Occupied Territories Bill - also passed
by the D6il and Seanad - into the programme
for government, something the Greens
were pushing for and Fianna Fiiil had also
agreed to. He also steered through a clause
in the programme that pledged to "honour"
the commitment "to recognise the state of
Palestine" - but only as "part of a lasting
settlement" or, failing that, in various other
qualified circumstances.

Having won the UN prize the FG/FF-led
Government simply dropped the Palestinians,
while Coveney went as far as playing footsie
with the team led by Donald Trump's son-
in-law, Jared Kushner, who presented the
most pro-Israeli 'peace' plan the west has
attempted to foist on the region (see The
Phoenix 2612l2l).

Returning to the present state of play:
Can we expect the current verbal solidarity
with Palestinians to survive the electoral
atmosphere and will words be translated into
actions?

NEWSTALK WEEKEND presenter Anton
Savage pitched into the 2FM crisis of its
departing stars - Jennifer Zamparelli,
Doireann Garrihy and the 2 Johnnies - with
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enthusiasm, and then some,last Saturday
and Sunday. So voluble did Anton become
he felt it necessary to tell listeners that they
would be wrong to think that Newstalk and
its owners, Bauer Media, were trying to take
advantage of the 2FM issue to grab audience
share. He also argued that the ctemands RTE
was placing on stars such as those under
discussion were over restrictive.

As diversions go this was impressive
but Anton's guest journalist,Grdinne Nt
Aodha, was having none of it and she said
she did not believe the stars were being
over restricted. She argued: "As far as I
understand, it is a declaration of other
interests."

With RTE sfiIl the subject of discussion,
Savage said one could "meke an argument
that says that if you are in iews and current
affairs that you need to do that kind of
declarationt'.

For some reason the commercial
radio sector was not dragged into this
conversation. In f,act two other panellists
insisted that RTE should have a register of
interests because it was paidfor by public

funds.
But the issue is not public money but

potential conflicts of interest for listeners
of radio stations no matter how they are
funded.

Savage is a co-owner, along with
his mother,Teny Prone, of the
C ommunications C linic, which has trained
more Fine GaelTDs and ministers as well
as other politicians than any other such
company. Savage and Prone regularly
comment on politics and current affairs and
right now Savage is focusing on the local
and EU elections.

Goldhawk has lost count of the number
of times The Phoenix has asked Savage to
say if the list of clients on his company's
website is exhaustive or if he has ever
declared any conflict of interest in a story
he was covering. The normally talkative
broadcaster declined to answer each time.

CLANCY STANDS
NEUTRALITY OI\ HEAD
THE TOP BRASS may not be able to put
a ship to sea and may soon have to bring
back press gangs to replace voluntary
recruitment to the armed forces but they
know how to manipulate the media and
public opinion.

For months Irish ministers, as well as
military and foreign policy chiefs, have been
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eyeing up the next chair of the European
Union Military Committee (EUMC) with
almost sexual desire. When chief of staff
Lieut General Se6n Clancy recently beat off
competition from Poland and Slovenia, there
was euphoria in these circles.

The lrishTimes editorialised with warm
congratulations on Clancy "having been
voted in by his EU peers who clearly have
confidence in him despite the travails of the
force he leads".
In early April the
IT wrote excitedly
that, if Clancy were
to take the post, he
rvould be promoted
from a three-star
general to one with
four stars. Oh joy !

According to
the EU diplomatic
service. the EUMC
is the highest
military body set up
rvithin the council
and is composed of the chiefs of defence of
member states. It directs all military activities
rvithin the EU framework, in particular the
plannin-e and execution of military missions
and operations under the Common Security
and Defence Policy and the development of
mil i tary capabil i t ies.

The IT may rvish to believe that Irish
attachment to neutrality (a commitment the
newspaper itself does not share) will allow
Clancy to act as an "honest broker" in the EU
debate about a new and enhanced military
role required by the Ukrainian situation.

In fact Poland. one of Ireland's two com-
petitors for the post, was considered by some
EU states as perhaps too close to Nato while
the third applicant, Slovenia, was regarded as
balancing between Nato and the EU.Ireland,
alternatively, is regarded as a 'good' EU state
and true.

You have to hand it to Clancy, though,
who showed more sophistication and political
nuance than foreign minister Michedl Martin
with his blunderbuss approach last year via
Dame Richardson's forum on security. Aware
that Ireland's seizure of the EU's top military
job would confirm for many Irish voters that
neutrality is being gradually undermined,
Clancy claimed that Ireland's neutrality was
what earned him the post.

Most security experts believe that Ireland
being placed at the head of the EUMC is a
clever move designed to lock a willing Ireland
into the EU's burgeoning military force.In
other words, it is the polar opposite of respect
for Irish neutrality.
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SHANE ROSS'S
RECORD
MANY YEARS after he had honed it to a
fine art, Sindo columnist Shane Ross was
back puffing up his former boss, Tony
O'Reilly, in his weekly column last week-
end, with a gushing tribute headlined: "A
Titan and treasured family man".

His was of course ffi.:,..
only one of many Tr-
such tributes from
former employees to &
the one-time Inde- 5
pendent News and **t,
Media suoremo. as 

twould be expected
in the circumstances.
Ross. who had been
in situ as business

;11xiiit"'jfi:i s,
any suggestions that
O'Reilly had ever
dreamt of interfering in editorial content in his
various media organs.

Of course, it is unlikely that the one-time
media magnate would ever have had to lift the
phone to Ross given the obsequious tone of
his coverage of the great man. In his tribute
last weekend, Lord Ross did manage to recall
the one time Sir Anto had indeed got involved
in editorial matters - by suggesting to his loyal
business editor that probing questions be put
to him about INM just as they were put to the
chairs of other listed Irish companies. Nothing
to hide here, ye see?

Ross also recalled how, at the lavish
Castlemartin dinner parties the business editor
would attend, Tony would sometimes make
"oblique" reference to the Sindo 3 coverage of
the banks who were causing him difficulties
"but his words were always spoken in jest".

Of course, attacking Tony's enemies
rather than simply sucking up to him would
have been a canny move by the outspoken
Sindo business editor. And boy, did Ross
deliver, most notably when one Denis O'Brien
stumped up a wedge of cash to help the FAI to
pay Giovanni Trapattoni's managerial salary
in 2008.

In a multi-pronged attack on Dinny, Ross
led the charge, expressing contempt for
O'Brien's "army of spinners" and "squadron
of PR spivs". He also made various references
to DOB's tax-exile status and remarked that
O'Brien was driven to personalised attacks
on the O'Reillys because his pride had been

G^b
' \"Abq

ftif-:^ll

"I dorr't hanre a. tr>roblern rivitkr it."

wounded following his loss of Eircom to Tony.
No wonder Tony never needed to lift the

phone to his business editor.

THE TIMES of London published a
lovingly crafted obituary of Bruce Arnold
this week under the headline:'nVriter who
needled the Irish establishmentt'. But did it
accidentally unmask the man who for long
was suspected by malevolent forces in the
service of Aawrish T ee shock, S quire H ockey,
of being a British agent?

The obit indulged in the English
caricature of a civilised, aesthete labouring
under the weight of political authority in
a backward, church-dominated Ireland in
which he was never fully accepted. He had
arrived in Dublin to study at the oasis of
Trinners,"when
the university was
still dominated
by Anglo-Irish
Protestants and God
Save the Queen
was sung onformal
occasionstt. the
obit writer wistfully
recounted.

Unfortunately,
Brucie's obit ended
on a strange note
with the following
paragraph: "A
proud Briton who
never took lrish citizenship, Arnold was
appointed OBE in 2003 for services to
journalism and Anglo-Irish relations. At
his investiture and with typical boldness he
asked Elizabeth II: 'When are you going to
come to lreland ma'am?' She gave him just
a hint of an enigmatic smile as if to say 'in

m! own sweet time',
"He was overjoyed when she finally died

in 2077."
The author had earlier decried the

view of some local upstarts that Arnold
was & British spy. But did the inadvertent
reference to Brucie's apparently virulent
republicanism indicate that he was a double
agent?

SIMON PAYS
THE LIQUIDATOR is now in place at
the homelessness charity, North West
Simon Community (NWSC), which ran
out of moolah less than two years after
a meeting with the housing department

to plead its case. Donegal TD Thomas
Pringle was in the chair here and had
been vocal about the need for support
for the agency from housing minister
Darragh O'Brien, to no avail. Given the
high profile of homelessness, this could
yet turn into a subject that impacts on Fi-
anna Fi4il in Donegal, Sligo and Leitrim
- part of the bitterly contested (by FF
candidates ! ) Midlands-North-West Euro
constituency.

The writing was on the wall at the agency
(one of the eight Simon Community opera-
tions nationwide) for quite some time and the
2022 accounts, signed off at the end of last
year, reveal that NWSC has been dipping into
its reserves, a practice the directors admitted
was "unsustairiable" and had led to "a fund-
ing dilemma".

The collapse comes less than two years
after the charity adopted a new strategic plan
covering the period 2022to2026.It high-
lighted the money that the board claimed
could be saved by the state if the recommen-
dations were adopted by the Government,
rather than big bucks
being directed to
emergency accom-
modation providers.

According to the
annual report, since
the coalition pub-
lished its Housing
For All strategy in
202I,the incidence
of homelessness
in the north-west
region increased by
"almost 807o". Not
surprisingly then,
spending by NWSC increased significantly,
at the same time as income was actually
reducing.

The charity had recorded income in 2018
of €553,000 (which includes fundraising and
rental income as well as grants) and expendi-
ture of €633,000, resulting in a deficit for
that year of €80,000.In2022, income had
fallen to €400,000, while expenditure had
jumped to a chunky €994,000, resulting in a
deficit of almost €600,000. Clearly some-
thing had to give.

In the directors'report it was noted:
"Throughout 2023, NWSC unsuccessfully
pursued increased statutory funding to main-
tain its existing suppoft to people at risk of
homelessness."

The parent charity, Simon Communities
of Ireland, was also approached but the reac-
tion of the Mick Price-chaired board was to
"commission an independent review... and
undertake an evaluation of the strategic op-
tions available".

The end result has been the appointment
earlier this month of Aengus Burns of Grant
Thornton as liquidator. Meanwhile, Govern-
ment spending on emergency accommodation
has continued to rocket in the north west and
elsewhere.
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OPERATIONDENTON
RE.VISITED
OPERATION DENTON is examining the
decades-long homicidal rampage of the
UVF's infamous Glenanne Gang.Its members
operated in the mid-Ulster area during the
three decades of the Troubles and were
responsible for multiple atrocities, including
the 1974 Dublin
and Monaghan
bombings. There is
a considerable body
of evidence that
points to the fact the
gang was a wholly-
owned concern of
the British deep state
(see The Phoenix
ntst24).

Sir Iain
Livingstone leads the
Operation Denton
probe. Jaws dropped
across the country earlier this month when he
told RTE: "I can say categorically there was
collusion. We know that to be true... What we
are going to do... is define the character, the
nature and the extent of that collusion."

Many understood this as a disclosure from
a well-informed insider that MI5 exercised
a level of control over the Glenanne death
squad.

Livingstone, however, was hardly
preparing the ground for a future (and more
formal) seismic disclosure to be made in
his report, due to be published in 2025. On
the contrary, it is unlikely that he will link
MI5 or any wing of British intelligence to
the exploitation of the mid-Ulster UVF as a'pseudo-gang', ie a proxy assassination arm of
the state.

It has long been established that members
of the Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR) and
RUC were Glenanne members. John Weir, a
self-confessed affiliate, served in the RUC's
Special Patrol Group while commensurately
murdering nationalists with his UVF
associates.

When Livingstone spoke about collusion,
he was referring to the overlap at ground level
between gang members such as Weir and not
the MI5 spooks in the lofty turrets at Stormont
Castle.

Livingstone will be relying heavily upon
the files the PSNI and MI5 have already
turned over to his team.It is not difficult to
hazard a guess as to their contents: absolutely
nothing concerning high-level collusion.

This is discernible from the stance MI5
and Whitehall have assumed in the defence
of the civil action that the Dublin-Monaghan
families are pursuing against the British state.
A full riposte has been delivered denying
state-level collusion. MI5 has hardly given
Operation Denton files that will contradict the
official defence being deployed to repel the
Dublin-Monaghan families.

If Operation Denton was to determine that
Billy Hanna and Robin Jackson, the key [fVF
planners of the Dublin-Monaghan atrocity.
were British agents who acted on orders from
MI5, the political heavens would fall. The
gods of Whitehall will prevent that at any cost.

Readers of The Phoenix will recall that
in202l Colin Wallace, a psychological
operations officer at British Army HQNI in
the 1970s, spoke to Operation Denton and
provided it with records from the 1970s
relating to the gang. Despite assurances in late
2023 from officers connected with the probe
that they would engage in a further meeting
with him, none had materialised by March
last (see The Phoenix 2313124). By way of an
update however, whilst Wallace has yet to
have a face-to-face meeting with Operation
Denton about what he knows, contact has
finally been re-established with him.

We await developments, if any.

STEENSON
MELTDOWN
PROMINENT ANTI-IMMIGRATION
activist Malachy Steenson is standing
as an Independent candidate in Dublin's
North Inner City local electoral area and
the Dublin EU Parliament election. The
cut and thrust of the campaign seems
to have got to Steenson and on May 19
he had somewhat of a meltdown on his
X account, publicly haranguing Sinn
F6in candidates standing in the same
constituency.

Steenson gained some notoriety and a
media proflle recently as spokesperson for
East Wall Says No, a group campaigning

against the use of a former ESB building to
house asylum seekers in November 2022.
A series of marches and rallies he organised
has kept Steenson to the fore of the anti-
immigration movement in the 18 months since
the initial protests.

Steenson ran before in the North Inner
City, firstly as a candidate for the Workers'
Party in 2009, when he received 281 votes,
and then as an Independent in2014,when
he received 217 votes. On both occasions he
failed to win a seat.

Coming into this
election Steenson, on
a number of podcasts
and livestreams,
rvas bullish about
his chances in
both elections. His
campaign, however,
has not been
straightforward.

In the last month
a series ofthree short
videos have appeared
on social media
making all sorts of accusations against him,
including having links to far-right activists
in Ireland and Britain. The videos have been
downloaded and shared on other social media
platforms and have had a massive reach. One
shared on X has had over 40,000 views.

On top of having this malign content
distributed online, Steenson did not fare well
in an lrish Times poll, which showed him
Ianguishing at2Vo in the Dublin EU election, a
similar figure to other new-right candidates.

Then on May 19, SF candidate Alan
Whelan posted a quote from British trade
unionist Mick Lynch speaking at the Tressell
Festival about why every trade unionist must
fight racism. But the cruellest cut of all came
rvhen Whelan reposted a Phoenix profile of
Steenson (see edition 16lI2l22).

In a series of posts that followed, Steenson
went off the deep end. A flavour of the tweets
came when Steenson replied to Whelan
saying: "The Provos should keep clowns like
you off social media as you really haven't a
clue."

When Whelan responded that Steenson had
not said a word when they had met two days
earlier canvassing in the area, Steenson lashed
back with: "What did you want me to say I
don't normally speak to scum."
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IT IS natural that Tonv O'Reillv's
grown-up children would praise their
father's qualities in funeral eulogies, as
would any bereaved family members and
friends. But the selection of tributes paid
to the businessman
focused heavilv on
his contributioh as
a publisher and,
to a lesser extent,
his commitment
to politics and
peace in Ireland.
Whatever about
his family, there
is only so much
licence that should
be granted to
media revisionists
in repeating such
cant about one of the wealthiest and most
powerful men in modern Irish history.
And O'Reilly did not hesitate to use that
wealth and power to his advantage.

Mourners at his funeral heard his son.
Cameron, tell of "the time and effort Mr
O'Reilly put into his charity Ireland's Funds,
which supported reconcjliation projects north
and south of the border during the Troubles.
Along with the Irish papers he owned, he
did this as he would 'never support men of
violence'."

Son Gavin followed, saying that John
Hume was one of "his political heroes in
Ireland".

UI[IFICATION OF HUME
One of the stand-out features of southern

reaction to the Troubles in the north was the
vilification delivered to Hume on a weekly
basis by the most profitable and best-selling
of O'Reilly's titles, the Sunday Independent,
when the SDLP leader was doing his best to
bring the 'men of violence' into the peace
process.

A small taste of that abuse came when
Eoghan Harris argued: "If we persist with
the peace process it will end with sectarian
slaughter in the north, with bombs in Dublin,
Cork and Galway, and with the ruthless reign
by provisional gangs over the ghettos of
Dublin. The only way to avoid this abyss is to
cut the cord to John Hume."

Eamon Dunphy described Hume in the
same period as "the political bomber flying
over unionists' heads trying to kill them".

In the same year, 1993, one edition of the
Sindo carried six articles attacking Hume,
concluding with a cartoon depicting blood
dripping from Hume's hands. O'Reilly's
hero?

GOLDEN BOY'S TARI{ISHTD IMAGE
A cruder and more direct form of 'pol i t ie r i l

interf'erence came on the clay of thc litc)7
general elect ion, lvi th the infamous l ' r 'ont-pure
headline in the lrish Indepentlent savinS:
"For years rve have been bled rvhitc - n()\ \
i t 's payback t ime". Underneath wils an art icl . '
attacking the Fine Gael/Labour coal ir ion.

O'Rei l ly  la ter  denied that  any o l -  the sc l t -
interested arguments he had been har ing u i th
that government over commercial issrrcs hlrt l
anything to do r.vi th the 'payback' art iclc- or
that he had instructed the Int lo to ptrbl ish i t .

Ten years later Goldhalvk reportccl hori
O' Rei l ly interf-ered in the not- incon s iclcrab I c
matter of a general election for the sccorrrl
time - or at least the seconcl tirne that rir:
knorv of. The Sindo was thell savagirrt Bcrtic
Ahern's Fianna Fr4i l- led coal i t ion rvith thc
Progressive Democrats, largcly bccluse
of its refusal to refbrm starnp duty to thc
satisfirction of various property orvncrs ut thc
newspaper.

POW.WOW WITH BERTIE
On May 18, 2007, Goldharvk rvrote : "[ ;orrr '

weeks ago, Goldharvk predicted thut FF hcrLrlr
would  have a l i t t le  ta lk  rv i th  O'Rc i l l r  unt l
persuade him to whip his nervsprpcrl '  intr,
l ine (see Tlte Plnenix 20104107). Ju:t l ' rrrrr
days later. Bcrt ie's state car -ql idecl rounrl trr
Tony's torvn house in Fitzlv, i l l iam St;rnlc
and An Taoiseach
was ushered in to
pow-wow rvith the
man lvho appears to
wield more power
than Ireland's
elected leaders.
Shortly afterwards,
Bertie was joined
by the Minister
for Finance. Brian
Cor,ven. ancl the trvo
made a pol i t ical
sales pitch to the
Rupert Mr-rrdoch of
Ireland. Bertie and
Biffo asked Tony if he really r,vantecl to scc rr
disparate, inept government l ike the last t \  ()
FG-led coal i t ions, lvi th a Labour Party lccl
this time by fbrmer Workers' Party hcads.
instal led in Government Bui ldings."

Suddenly the Sindo'.r editorial iine rvtrs
reversed and cri t icism of Bert ie and his
murky financial dealings rvas dismissecl as
the work of the IRA, the "British-o'uvncd"
Daily Mcti l ,Fine Gael types and other malign
forces.

Brendan O'Connor rvrote that "there is no
viable alternative to Ahern as Taoiseach" altcl
Eoghan Harris recommended a vote for FF
and Labour in an election thzrt Bertie went on
to rvin.

Another O'Reil ly ini t iat ivc via "thc Ir ish
papers he owned", this t ime in the bLrsiness
of media and publishinc, came rvhen the Ir ish
Press group of newspapers fell into serious
decl ine before closing in 1995. In Decernber
I 994 O'Reil ly 's benevolent Indepenclcnr
Newspapers bought a24.9o/r, stake in the
Press t i t les, in a move described by the
competition authority as an abuse of the
Independent's dominant market posit ion.

r ,  l r  i l t '  t  l t c  P rcss  t  i t l e  s
, l  1 . , . 1 , ; ' , . . 1 r r " ' t l  I i r l t , r  t . r ' .

l r , .  l 0 i l
( )  I i - ' r i l v  h a c l  o t l r c r
i -  t  r l ) . i l i j I  I tOfS t ( )  \VOl '1 ' ]

l i i . , r . ; l  ( l t s  t t ' e l i  l t s

l r  l l t ( ) \ 1  i t g g r e s s i v c

[ ) . ' n  i  :  O '  [ i r i e n  ) .  u , i t h

i ) l l J  t - ) 1 r  t h e  s e  b c i n g

l i r c  i r i s h  c c l i t i o n  o f

t h. '  . t iul i /rr . i  Tintt ' . t ,

u  h ich  t l r rc : r tencc l  t c r

cut  in t t r  t l rc  sa lcs  o f
O 'Rc i1 i r " r  cash  co rv .
t l r c  ̂5 r r r 1 r , .  O 'Rc i I l y ' s
INN4 i r r r cs tec l  i n  thc  S tu r t l t r_ t  

' l ' r i b t r t r t ,  
i l t  l 99 l

i ' r t r t  l l r " ' i r \  s  t lc l r tcd thc ncn spal)L ' t '  i ts  lL btr l l 'e t '
r tgr . r i t ts t  thc 5 ' l r i r la. i '  T int t ' . t ' rat l icr  lhan l  t i t lc :
to l - r t '  c lcvclopct l  cc l i tor iu l l l '  ancl  n, i th ar lcqLratc
i r r r  e -s t i r t cn t .  Thc  in t - r  i t l i h l c  resu l I  r v : r s  tha t  thc' l t r t ' h ! i t t ' . l r t i i t i - l  

r i l t  l  i l r ' i g r  l cec l  l l ' o rn  lNN4 t i l r
\ ( )n r . -  \ 'C l r | s .  c0 r t t  i n  t re  t i  t 0  t t t akc  i t e  av r , ,  l 0sscs
' i r . l  f j ' l l e  r i l r  , - ' l r r : cc i  i t  i n  l 0  t  I  .

l i  , :  t l t c  5 i i r t i t t r v h i c h .  t r n t i l  r c c ' e r r t  y c a l ' s .
, -  i i r l l f  t ( )  c l l ! l ( ) i r , i . "  t hc :  s r t ccess  -  l t r t c l  t l t c
' ,  l , ! t i ' .  o l ' i l t , :  i  '  \ .  I  c ro r rp  L rcc l r t r se  t t l ' i t s
, ,  ) i i l l l l ( .  i \ . ' t i l l  : i , ,  . , . . .
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l l - i .  - i r l l l ) ( , ' ;  l i t  
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EDITORIAT HORROR STORNES

i  t ; l t , ' i ' l ' c \u i t \  o1  the  i r r c reas i l t ! t  t l ' , . t o1 io r r  i r t
' t r i r  

l i i  l r r r t l  t : - l sh_1 ' '  cd i tu r i i r l  s tan r l l r t l s  i _ .a r le
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l cpo l ted  t i ra t  hc  l t a r l  c l i c r l  i i t  t hc  c t t rnpan l ,o f  a
p r ' ( ) s t l t t r l c .

Other cc l i t r t r i l l  l rorror  stur ies inc lur lcd the
r. l r  i r  r r le r .  r  l  l ' . jountal  i  s t  Vcron ic lL [ i  r rc r i  n ncl . r l l  t
3 ( )  r c l r l s  ago .  r vh i ch  lec l  t o  e la i r r r s  by  hc r
br .o l l rer^. l i rnrnv Clrrc l i r r .  th: r t  the ,Sinzlo hucl
t i tkcn nror . '  c i r fc  to "p l ' ( ) tcc i  the c i t 'culat ion
o1' the nc\vspapcl ' than thcy i l i r l  to l ) l 'o tcL ' t
Vcnrn ica " .

1-hc pietu le o1' t i rc  takc-ove r  o l '  iNN4 f lurn
thc  "gooc l "  - fon l '  

O ' l { c i i l y  [ r1 ,  l hc  ' bad '  Dcn is
O'Br ien r i 'as p iu ' t l - r '  a rcsLr l t  of  t l rc  N, l r t l iar ty
T r ib r rna l  i n to  O 'Rr i c r r ' s  c i t l l t r i l ' .  o1 ' t l t c  rno [ r i l e
pl rone l icrr r , ,c .  11 u,as also c l r rc lo l " l l : l l ty
jc l r r rnal  i  s i . , '  i i . - f r rc nt ia l  a i l  i  I  r ic le iou,arc ls u ' l tat
p l i a r r t  hc r i t l l i r r c  , , r  l i t c r s  ca l l cc i  t i t c  go i t l cn  boy '
o f  I r i s l r  I r r  r s i i r c : : . .
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NEUTRATITY ANNOYS
EU,FG AND BRITS
AFTER A European Parliament election
campaign dominated by the issue of
immigration, which was put centre stage
by a cohort of ideologically committed
hard-right parties and then amplified
by more opportunistic politicians,
the possibility that neutrality and not
immigration will be the key issue for
the newly elected parliamentarians,
as well as Nato
cheerleaders in
Blighty, might
sound fanciful.

The big guns,
however, have
already trained
their sights on
Ireland's policy
of neutrality. The
British Secretary of
State for Defence,
Grant Shapps, did
not name Ireland,
Malta, Austria
and Switzerland in a speech to the London
Defence Conference on May 22but he was
clearly referring to these neutral states when
he said: "I r,vill make the case for Nato to
bring all those who benefit from the alliance's
umbrella of protection into the organisation."

He added: "Some European countries
effectively benefit from Nato coverage, they
enjoy the benefits of freedom and liberty, and
yet fail to sign up to the continent's collective
deterrence."

While the speech was covered in the
British press, you would search in vain for
any mention of Shapps assertions regarding
our neutrality in the lrish Independent,lrish
Times etc.In the last month RTE managed
to cover Shapps musings on Russian
interference in Georgia and on the Rwanda
scheme for migrants but nothing regarding his
bellicose address on Irish neutrality.

A week later Dr Eoin Drea weighed
in with an article on Politico.eu,entitled:
"Ireland's the ultimate defense freeloader".
Drea is a researcher in the Wilfried Martens
Centre for European Studies, the official
think-tank of the European People's Party,
to which Fine Gael MEPs are al igned.
Indeed, from2020 to 2022 Drea was also a
board member of FG's Policv Lab. which
he describes as "an innovative new way of
developing public policy".

Eoin Drea
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During that time the Brussels boffin
courted controversy, with articles in the
/Z condemning the hounding from office
of Phil Hogan as a result of Golfgate and
penning another IT article that critiqued the
Government's hotel quarantine system as an
international embarrassment.

The IT published two pieces by Drea
musing on Irish engagement with the EU
in 2023 but when he set out to pillory Irish
neutrality in the lead up to the European
Parliament elections it was a Brussels-based
outlet that published his thoughts.

Drea did not hold back. Among other
claims, he charged that Ireland "has, in effect,
abdicated responsibility for protecting the
Europe's north-western borders".

He added: "Unfortunately, so entrenched
are the country's policymakers in their
formula for defenseless neutrality that no
major shift in policy is possible."

DUBLIN.MONAGHAN
BOMBING FILES
LAST MONTH President Michael D
Higgins told the survivors and victims'
relatives of the 197 4 Dublin-Monashan
bomb atrocities that it was "not moiallv
acceptable, nor is it politically feasible,
to request that those affected by such
tragedy should forget about the past,
draw a l ine or move on..."

The Dublin-Monaghan victims want to
see the files the Irish Government holds on
the attacks. T6naiste Micher{l Martin said
recently: "I've a general view that any files
we have in Dublin, or within the Department
of Justice or in An Garda Sioch6na, should be
released to all inquiries in respect of atrocities
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in Northern Ireland."
There are two ongoing UK inquiries:

the Police Ombudsman Northern Ireland
is probing the RUC's dealings with the
UVF unit which perpetrated the bombings,
while Operation Denton,led by Sir Iain
Livingstone, is also looking at the bombers.

The Tdnaiste may have opened a can of
worms. In the 1990s, Garda Special Branch
placed some of the Dublin-Monaghan
campaigners under surveillance. One of them,
the late Colonel John Morgan of Irish military
intelligence, described in his book on the
bombings: "Strange
things began to
happen to me.
Strange men were
looking at me...  Fit .
hard-looking men.
They were of a type.
Big and brawny.
Tough...  Holding
up newspapers.
Not reading them.
Peeping over the
page...  Gett ing
flustered and looking
away, hurriedly,
when they saw I saw them looking at me...
They were Special Branchmen. They were
tai l ing me...

"At home, my phone began to act up.
Sometimes it would emit noises. Rustling
sounds... As time went by, I noticed these
incidents would increase when matters
became more urgent... When you don't hear
the rustling sounds, it means they are not
actively listening. However, they may still be
tapping and taping...

"One later afternoon I came home to find
that, in my absence, a man had called to my
door. He identi{ ied himself as a Branchman...
He 'd  on ly  rvanted to  ta lk  to  me.  he 'd  sa id . . . "

He cal led back on a later occasion. agairr
while the colonel was out.

At  the t ime.  Morean \ \  as  ass is t inc
Yorkshire TV in invisti-eating pot"niiul MI-5
involvement in the attacks. He rvas not the
sole activist to raise concerns about Garda
surveillance.

The T6naiste has mentioned giving
"any" files to the UK inquiries. Heaven
forbid that Dublin might furnish them
with the surveillance files from the 1990s.
Instead, they should be handed over to the
targets of the scrutiny. What conceivable
'national security' concern could justify their
concealment (aside from hiding the shady
dealings of certain Special Branch men being
manipulated by MI5)? ffi

mdre*tltartin
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MI6,HAUGHEYAND
THEMAFIA
AN UPCOMING book on British
intelligence in Ireland, The Puppet
Masters, includes new material on Patrick
Crinnion of Garda intelligence, who
worked for MI6 in the 1960s and early
1970s. Author David Burke has gained
access to papers written by Crinnion,
which provide the backbone of the
volume and shine new light on a string of
historical events,
including MI6's
role in the Arms
Crisis that split
Fianna F6il.

Burke delves
into an MI6 smear
plot directed against
Charles Haughey
that involved
Crinnion. The
scheme began after
MI6 acquired an
FBI report about the
Mafia.

According
to Crinnion, the report "set out [a list ofl
registered shareholders of [a] company in
[Dublin] allegedly linked to the Mafiao', which
manufactured slot machines.

MI6 had passed the FBI extract to Thomas
Mullen, a former Garda intelligence officer on
MI6's payroll. Mullen and Crinnion set about
manufacturing a connection between Haughey
and the company.

Crinnion wrote later that he knew "from
reading reports that the Mafia [were] active in
international gun-running. I could think of no
better cover for importing arms illegally than
this arrangement involving slot machines..."

He went on to say that "some Mafia leaders
had travelled to Dublin allegedly to meet
Charles Haughey, TD."

Burke argues that Crinnion knew full well
that he was involved in a smear plot with no
basis in truth.

The FBI extract presented problems
for Crinnion when it was discovered in his
possession at the end of lgT2because it was
a foreign intelligence document that had not

been sent to An Garda Sfoch6na through the
normal channels.

Crinnion defended his actions by claiming
that "Tom Mullen [asked me] if I had ever
known of any Mafia executives visiting
Ireland to conduct business with Charles
Haughey TD" and that the FBI information
"might have [had] some police interest."
Yet, he withheld the information from his
superiors.

If any link could have been found between
a shareholder or employee of the company
and Haughey, MI6 had the skill to transform
such an encounter into an appetising treat for
Dublin's army of gossips.

Burke's book also delves into the role of
John Wyman of MI6, who acted as Crinnion's
handler. Wyman's roster boasted the notorious
Littlejohn brothers, who spied on the Official
IRA, robbed banks and were asked to carrv
out assassinations in the Republic.

Another topic covered is British collusion
with the UVF in the bombing of Dublin in
1972, an outrage that ensured the passage of
anti-IRA legislation.

There is also new information about
MI6's tracking of Rita O'Hare (later the
general secretary of Sinn F6in and the party's
representative to Washington, 1998-2023)
to Leopardstown and Foxrock in south Co
Dublin. Wyman tipped off Crinnion as to
her whereabouts, a development that led to
the tapping of her phone. Through this, the
gardai gained access to the goings-on of the
Provisional IRA's GHQ in Dublin.

BIGJOBS FORBIG
IRISH SOLDIERS
FOLLOWING THE appointment of
Defence Forces chief of staff Ser{n Clancy
as the first Irish chairman of the EU
Military Committee, Irish ex-officer Sei{n
White was appointed by the European
Defence Agency (EDA) as director for
industry, synergies and enablers (ISE).
Thus, the integration of the top brass of
the lrish Defence Forces into joint EU
military initiatives continues apace.

White is a former Irish Defence Forces
brigadier general, who prior to moving to
the EDA was director of communications.

information systems and cyber defence for the
European Union Military Staff.

A native of Sligo, White's appointment
comes at a critical juncture for the EDA
- at the end of May EU defence ministers
expanded the EDA's core tasks from three to
five. Despite some criticism and reluctance
of some countries
to use EDA in this
role, it was given the
task of facilitating
joint procurement
and enabling
collaborative defence
research, technology
and innovation.

In steps Brigadier
General White who,
as director of ISE
for the EDA, is
responsible for its
industry strategy and
EU policies unit, which will be central to the
area of procurement.

The expansion of the EDA's remit and
White's appointment should be assessed in
the context of the recently approved European
Defence Industrial Strategy (EDIS), which
has three clear targets to be achieved by 2030
(see The Phoenix 17l5l24). This requires intra-
EU defence trade to represent atleast35Vo
of the value of the total EU defence market:
that at least 4OVo of defence equipment should
be procured in a collaborative manner; and
at least half (and 60Vo by 2035) of defence
procurement should be sourced internally in
the EU.

It is unlikely that White's appointment is
out of step with the aspirations of the Irish
Government.It is telling too that, in May,
Amy Graham wrote a piece for the Institute
of International and European Affairs (IIEA),
which posited that Irish small and medium-
sized enterprises could benefit hugely from
EDIS expenditure. Graham also claimed
that, in the context of "Ireland's ambiguously
neutral stance", it "must re-evaluate its
posturing and determine if its legacy ideas of
defence are compatible with the needs of the
future".

The IIEA is that pro-EU quango founded
by Brendan Halligan in 1991, which over the
decades has received millions in funding from
various Irish government sources.
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McNamara's victory in South at the recent
EU elections.

Within minutes of the Independent TD's
triamph, Timmy tweeted: "C ongratulati.ons
to my neighbour andfriend Mirhael
McNamara who has tonight been elected to
the European Parliament. Delightedfor his
wife Sarah Jane and his extendedfamily,
friends & campaign workers".

A senior front-bench spoke sperson for
FF in the past,Timmy has been in and out
of the Ddil and Seanad since 2002 and was
a TD from 2007 to 2020. At the 2020 general
election count in Clare, Dooley found
himself neck and neck with McNamara - not
for the first time - before he was pipped by
his'neighbour andfriend' on the 10th and
l,ast count,meaning Timmy had to accept a
nomination to the Seanadfrom another great

friend,Mfuhedl Manin.
McNamara,formerly of the Labour Pafi,

is now on the verge ofioining the Renew
group in the EU parliarnent,of which FF is
also a member.

Timmy must be even n ore delighted - as
long as his neighbour does not retarnfrom
Europe any time soon.

DUBLINDANGERFOR
FIANNA FAIL
MICHEAL MARTIN',S appointmenr of
Jack Chambers as finance minister and
also as deputy leader of Fianna Fdil, a
post that had been vacant for four years,
was doubtless a recognition of the party's
need to project
a Dublin image
in these divisive
times.It was also
a reward for the
party's unexpected
success in the local
elections. in which
Chambers was
FF's director of
elections. But the
awarding of these
posts was hardly a
form of approval
for Jack's electoral leadership role in
Dublin, where the party performed very
poorly compared to the rest of the state.

Fine Gael had a good election in Dublin,
taking 43 seats out of the 183 in Dublin City
Council (DCC), Drin Laoghaire-Rathdown
(DLR), South Dublin County Council (SDCC)
and Fingal County Council, or 23.57o of the
total number. This compares very well to
FF's 24 seats in the same Dublin councils,
or 13.l%o . And while FF ministers expressed
joy at their party's national vote percentage
of 23Vo in the local results, the Dublin results
should have raised many red flags.

Going through the different Dublin regions,
the overwhelming picture is of FG mopping
up seats in the four areas well ahead of their
rivals in FF in the unspoken competition for
top dog between the two goveming centre
parties.In DCC it was FG 11-FF 8; DLR, FG
16-FF 5; SDCC, FG 9-FF 5; and Fingal, FG
7-FF 6.

In the 2019local elections, FF took
18.27o of the first-prefe#nce vote in Dublin
and 26.9Vo nationally. Eight months later in
the general election of 202O,it produced a

national share of 22.27o.
With dozens of Dublin Dr{il seats in

contention, it will be interesting to see the
ratio of seats that will result from FF's local
election share in Dublin of I3.l7o.

Based on these local election figures, it is
hard to see any Dublin constituency producing
a gain for the party at the general election,
(while FG can expect gains, especially in
south Dublin). There could even be FF losses
in constituencies such as Dublin South-West,
where TD John Lahart could suffer from a
weak vote in the locals (l2.5%o in SDCC).
And another backbencher, Drin Laoghaire TD
Cormac Devlin - where FG took 16local seats
to FF's five in DLR this month - faces a tough
general election.

Much will depend on whether Sinn F6in
manages to revive itself for the second time
in five years and if so, by how much. Any
revival, however, will damage FF more than
FG, especially in Dublin.

Martin last week said that Chambers had
received agreat reaction to his role as director
of elections from "around the country", an
interesting qualification on the compliment.
But Jack will need to improve the party's
standing and vote share in the capital city at
the general election if he is to proceed along
the designated route of finance minister and
party leader, as described by excited party
'sources' last week.

GARDA BUGGERS
TD RICHARD Boyd Barrett hauled
justice minister Helen McEntee over
the coals in the Dr{il last week regarding
Garda surveillance of the survivors and
families of those butchered during the
Dublin-Monaghan (D-M) bombings
(see The Phoenix 1316124).

Boyd Barrett asked the minister about the
presence of undercover special branch officers
at Garden of Remembrance ceremonies for the
D-M victims in the 1990s.

In an earlier response to a written question,
McEntee had informed Boyd Barrett that the
issue was an operational matter for An Garda
Sioch6na, not her department.

In the D6il, she refused to engage any
further with the scandal. Crucially, she did not
deny that it had happened.

The D-M survivors were not the only
victims of shadowing by the force. John Hume
- a key architect of the peace process, a Nobel
Peace Prize winner and former leader of the
SDLP - was also a target.

During the all-party discussions of D6il

"Oh no! He's gone ful l  Mescal!"

parties at the New Irelhnd Forum in Dublin in
the 1980s, members of a Garda unit availed
of their access to the phone exchange in
the basement of the Burlinston Hotel. Thev
frequently placed
recording devices
on the phone lines
leading to rooms
occupied by guests.
The handpieces
in the hotel acted
as microphones,
which picked up
what was being
discussed inside.
A connection to
a room Hume
was using was
tapped. Details of
Hume's discussions
somehow wound their way to the Northern
Ireland Office (NIO).

Hume realised what was afoot after an
encounter with a spooky civil servant at the
NIO, who tried to coerce him into conforming
with NIO policy. The NIO man threatened to
publicise information derived from the hotel
as leverage.

Sir Garret FitzGerald, then taoiseach,
intervened, approaching one of Thatcher's
ministers in protest. The politician realised
that if the sensitive information made its
way to the press, he would be implicated in a
political blackmail plot. The bloodhounds on
Hume's tail were called off.

The Burlington scandal was kept under
wraps but an indication of the uproar that
might have erupted became apparent after
the same Garda unit bugged a house in which
Seamus Mallon was staying in Kilbarrack,
Co Dublin, at this time. Mallon was the then
deputy leader of the SDLP. The snoopers
secreted a bugging device in the kitchen at the
residence. After it was discovered, a media
furore exploded.

Garda commissioner Larry Wren covered
up the role played by his officers and sat back
- as did FitzGerald - as the State prosecuted
two innocent republicans for the intrusion,
Patrick Stagg and John Doherty.

It is inconceivable that FitzGerald did
not realise what was afoot at Kilbarrack,
especially in light of what he knew about the
activity at the Burlington. Yet he left Wren
and his subordinates in place.

In a parallel development, solicitor
Kevin Winters has resorted to warning the
Government he will sue An Garda Sfochdna to
ensure that it hands over all the relevant D-M
files to the Police Ombudsman in NL
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SPOOKY STARMER
AT LONG last, Britain's Deep State can
breathe a sigh of relief as the keys to 10
Downing Street are finally in a safe pair
of hands - those of Sir Kier Starmer.

Gone are the days when Britain's spies
withheld intelligence from Boris Johnson,
a politician who -
against the wishes
of MI5 and MI6 -
socialised with, and
ennobled, oligarchs
with links to Russian
intelligence (see The
Phoenix l2l8l22).

Sue Gray,
a woman with
multiple links to the
intelligence services,
wounded Johnson
with her 'Partygate'

report (see The
Phoenix 3016123).
Sir Simon McDonald, the former chief at the
Foreign Office (and ex-MI6), administered
the coup de grace to Johnson by exposing his
lies over the Chris Pincher sexual harassment
affair (see The Phoenix 9 19 122).

Jeremy Corbyn was another recent victim
of dirty tricks. Jan Sarkocy, a former Czech
spy, alleged he met Corbyn 10 times in 1986
and 1987 and that Corbyn was code-named
'Agent Cob'.

"He was our asset... He was getting money
from us," said Sarkocy.

No one took any of this seriously.
No attempts have been made by the

Deep State to undermine Starmer.Czech
intelligence opened a file on him in 1986.It
turned up in2023 in the "Foreign Intelligence
Main Directorate - Operative Files" archive.
The British media presented it as innocuous.
Corbyn would hardly have fared so well.

Starmer went on to become a successful
human rights barrister and a supporter of an
array of left-wing causes.

In 2005 he said: "I got made a Queen's
Counsel, which is odd since I often used to
propose the abolition of the monarchy."

Somewhere along the way, he mended
his errant ways and sidled into bed with the
establishment.

In 2008 he was appointed director of
public prosecutions and head of the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS). As head, he
chose not to prosecute MI5 for its role in the
torture of Binyam Mohamed, an Ethiopian
national and UK resident in Morocco. This
"delighted" Jonathan Evans, the then director
general of MI5. Starmer attended MI5's
leaving party for Evans on April 16,2013.

Leaked emails have shown how, under
Starmer, the CPS colluded with their Swedish
counterparts in the pursuit of Julian Assange.

Starmer retired from the CPS in 2013 and
was knighted by the then Prince Charles. He
became an MP rn20l5.

Two years later Sir Kier earned another
feather for his cap when he joined the spooky
Trilateral Commission. He did so behind the
back of Corbyn, his then party leader, while
serving as a member of Corbyn's shadow
cabinet.

The commission is a magnet for former

Continued on page 4

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION S heavy-
hitter Rory Godson doesn't spend much
time tweeting but he clearly likes to get some
things off his chest.

Last month,he was walking down the
leafy street where he lives in London's SIIZ
when he spotted a chap pissing on his neigh-
bour's doorstep. Rory ma.de his disdain clear
to the "gttyrwho says his name is Craig",
only to be told he was "an Irish c**t''and
then follnw ed home "looking for a fighf'.
Happily,Godson had snapped a pic of Craig
("who says he is very rich') and posted the
story on X using his personal account embla-
zoned with the Powerscourt brand.

Many of the comments on the post were
pretty negative,however,asking if the rather
rich PR whizzwas "trying to destroy [CraigJ
and his reputation" or wondering if a stra-
tegic communications consultant should be
"engaging in this sort of outing activity". One
comment even repeated the ('c**f' epithet
and expressed the hope that'Craig'woald
sue poor Rory.

The fuss died down, however, when God-
son deleted his provocative tweet. Presum-
ably, he doesn't need to be dealing with key-
board warriors when he could be counting
his money,having offioad.ed Powerscourt last
yearfor a reported {50m. Rory owned.85Vo
of the company,with the balance held by his
wife, Hilary. T he last accounts filed before
the sale revealed divi.dends Inshed. out to the
happy couple ofjust on f2m in 2022.
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PHIL HOGAN'S
DOCTORATE
CONGRATULATIONS TO former EU
commissioner and current unofficial
advisor to Simon Harris, Phil Hogan, who
landed an honorary doctorate in science
from UCD. Goldhawk was eager to read
the citation for the controversial lobbvist.
who was forced to
step down from his
EU gig after the
controversy that
arose when Hogan
was found to have
taken a Dominic
Cummings-type
tour of Kildare
shortly after he
attended that
infamous Oireach-
tas golf dinner in
Clifden in2020.
Among those who hung him out to dry
were Leo Varadkar and Simon Coveney,
neither now senior figures in FG.

Oddly, the press releases on UCD's website
do not include anything trumpeting Dr Phil's
award, so Goldhawk asked for some detail.
Alas, there was no explanation for Hogan's
hon doc in the material provided - maybe it
is related to Phil's hugely lucrative lobbying
operation in Brussels?

This operates under Triton Advisory a
company registered in lreland, where Hogan
is not a director (the two in situ are his sister,
Joan Teehan, and his London-based son, Ed-
ward ) but he does hold 100% of the shares.

The press release that was made available
did at least include some words of wisdom
from Phil, who expounded on "the profound
wisdom of local communities" and quoted
Tip O'Neill andArthur Miller. He also took
a swipe at the far right, stating that "identify
is not threatened by newcomers but, rather,
enhanced by embracing them".

Then it was back home to Brussels to start
earning more moolah.
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Continueel from page 3

intelligence types and Starmer served
alongside two former CIA heads. By now, he
was set on ousting Corbyn.

Another figure set on removing Corbyn
was Mike Pompeo, US Secretary of State,
20I8-2I, and a former director of the CIA,
20T7-l8.In June 2019 Pompeo leaked to the
press his determination to "do [his] level best"
to prevent a Corbyn premiership. A vitriolic
media campaign was soon under way.

Corbyn fell in Apr1l2020 and was
replaced by Sir Kier. A smiling Pompeo and
Starmer were photographed together at a
meeting in London on July 21,2020.

Starmer next became a guest speaker at
conferences at Chatham House, a secretive
body currently run by Eliza Manningham-
Buller. DG of N'I5.2002-01 .

Sue Gray, author of the 'Partygate' report,
retired from Whitehall last year and became
Starmer's enforcer.

MI5 should see an expansion of its power
and influence under Starmer. He has promised
to create a new Border Security Command,
which will employ hundreds of additional
intelligence agents.

Time will tell if Starmer's close
relationship with the Deep State will stymy
the attempts of Hilary Benn, the new Nl
secretary, to reverse the Conservatives'
legacy legislation, a universally disliked
enactment (except among spooks) designed to
conceal the truth about dirty tricks perpetrated
by UK operatives in Ireland.

MACRON'S FRENCH
EMPIRE CRUMBLES
WITH FRENCH president Emmanuel
Macron grappling with a complicated
loss of power at home, his illusions about
restoring the glory days of the French
empire have also taken a battering with
the announcement by Mali, Burkina
Faso and Niger that they are forming
an Alliance of Sahel States, which will
support each other against external and
internal threats. Irish military involvement
in the region was as a fig leaf in support
of traditional French colonialism.

This alliance follows on from the
military government of Niger breaking with
the French state and nationalising.mining
enterprises that previously were owned by
French companies. France relies heavily on
uranium from these Sahel states to power its
nuclear-fired electricity generation in France.
Niger, a major supplier (it producesTVo of
the world's uranium), has pointed out that its
own population is for the most part without
electricity even as the country gives France the
wherewithal to generate its own.

Equally, the three states have pointed out
that, despite having many gold mines, none

of their states have significant gold deposits,
while France, which has no gold mines, has
considerable deposits.

The three military governments have now
required Germany to also withdraw military
bases it had established in the region by
insisting that all soldiers - French, German or
whatever - will be subject to local law.

Pressure is also
growing on US
bases, especially in
Niger, as all three
states look to Russia
to give them political
and military backing
as they confront the
West.

Ireland is
involved in this
situation, of course,
because Irish troops
were sent to Mali as
part of a French-led
military intervention in that country. The Mali
government, however, has severed its links
with France and the whole enterprise calls into
question once again why and for what purpose
Irish troops were sent there - supposedly to
train a Mali army that was expected to act in
French interests.

How this is compatible with Irish neutrality
is again something that is known only to God
and Michedl Martin.

This also comes on foot of serious unrest
in the French overseas territory of New
Caledonia, where France is attempting to
change the constitution to bring in recently
established French settlers as citizens, with
a vote that would outnumber the indigenous
Melanesian Kanak population.

Macron is determined to strengthen French
control of the territory which is the world's
third-largest producer of nickel, but Jean-Luc
M6lenchon, leader of La France Insoumise,
the main left party in France, has indicated his
sympathy for the Kanak population.

Poor Macron. How is he supposed to
re-establish France as a major influence in the
world if he has to depend on the left at home
to stay in power - the very left that is totally
opposed to everything he wants to do.

AN OMNI Air aircraft,N3|LAX,on contract
to the US military,landed at Shannon
Iast weekendfrom Rzeszow airport in the
southeast of Poland. Rzeszow is the main
supply airportfor munitions and Nato

Emmanuel Macron

"No ,  Enoch !  No ! "

soldiers going into Ukraine.The plane also
made a stop at Tallinn in Estonia, which
neutrality activists in Shannon say shows
that the plane was part of what they call the
US proxy war in Ukraine against Russin.
After refuelling, the plane took off on its way
back to America.

These US militaryflights are not
subject to any examination when they
land in Shannon. Peace activist group
Shannonwatch insists that we just do not
know to what extent the flights are part of
the Nato war machine but the indications &re
that they are indeed part of that enterprise.

This again raises the question of what
is meant by Irish
neutrality. Tdnaiste
and defence minister
Michedl Martin
got quite testy in
the Ddil when
challenged on this
point.

'nVhat planet
are you living on?"
he plaintively asked
TDs who posed
questions to him.

It seems that
neutrality means
to the Government whatever they want it to
mean. So instead of trying to play a role to
encour&ge an end to war and to find a way
to peace, our role is to play a small but still
valuable role in the West's war effort.

Meanwhile militaryflights continue - and
indeed are increasing in frequency. This
begs the question as to whether the Russi,ans
or anybody else might consider Shannon a
legitimate target in the event of Ukrainian
hostilities increasing to a direct military
confrontation between Nato and Russia.

Perhaps it's not so much a question as
what planet we are living on but will we have
any planet W to live on at all?

Correction
In the last issue, reference was made in an article
on the Abbey Theatre to "the €700,000 pa) ment
to exiting co-directors Graham Mclaren and \eil
Murray". This figure actually includes legal and
other costs incurred by the Abbey in relation tt
the departure of the two directors. The redundancr
packages were €63,333 each, rvith a further
sett lement of € I  10,000 to Mr Mclaren in relalr, 'n rt '
the mishandling of the HR process. \\'e ar.- hrpor ttr
correct this matter.

Itlidedlilartin
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MICHEALMARTIN'S
TALL THATES
THE NUMBER and intensity of protests,
including pickets and blockades of
weapons manufacturer Thales UK plants,
have ratcheted up significantly in recent
months.

The ire of pro-Palestinian and anti-
war protesters has been provoked by a
contract Thales UK has to supply parts for
Watchkeeper drones to Israeli company
Elbit Systems.
The Watchkeepers
were developed by
Elbit and Thales
UK with f 1.4bn
of funding from
Britain's defence
minister. Today
Thales UK continues
to supply parts
for the 54 drones
manufactured.

Early this month,
14 protesters were
arrested after a
blockade of Thales UK's Glasgow plant
in Govan.In May there were also clashes
between protestors and police at the same
factory, with four activists arrested. There
have also been pickets of the Thales UK plant
in east Belfast, a site which was previously
home to Short's Missile Systems.

T6naiste and foreign affairs and defence
minister Michedl Martin has made much of
the Irish and Spanish request for a review of
the EU-Israel Association Agreement, which
governs trade between the EU and Israel, in
response to Israel's carpet bombing of Gaza.

In May he asserted: "We're calling for a
review by the Commission of the Association
Agreement and particularly the degree to
which Israel is fulfilling the mandatory human
rights clauses of that agreement... We are of
the view in Ireland that humanitarian law has
been breached and broken time and time again
now, and that the level of civilians dying,
women and children, is quite shocking."

It did not come as a shock to Goldhawk.
however, when the defence department issued
a press release in June announcing that it had

just awarded a €76.1m contract to the Thales
Group for a software-defined radio system
for the Defence Forces. The systems will be.
produced by Thales UK and Thales France.

There is a clear link between Thales UK
and the Watchtower drones deployed in
Gaza. And the fact is that the Irish defence
department has paid over €5m to Israeli
company Aeronautics Defence Systems Ltd
(see The Phoenix 2312124) since 2015 for a
fleet of drones and the continuing maintenance
of the fleet and the purchase of new batteries.

Is it any wonder European Commission
president Ursula von der Leyen appears
to be less than proactive in responding to
the joint letter from Spain and Ireland last
February demanding a review of the EU-Israel
Association Agreement. That agreement
contains human rights clauses that few
reasonable people could argue have been
observed in the last nine months or so.

LABOUR'S
LAMENTABLBLAMMY
NEW BRITISH foreign secretary David
Lammy is a keen supporter of Nato.
Appointed shadow foreign secretary by Kier
Starmer in November 2021, he was quickly
reassuring his new pals in Washington that the
Corbyn era was over and there would be no
change in UK foreign policy under Labour to
that of the Tories.

In June 20zz,Lammy attended the pro-
Nato spookfest known as Bilderberg, in
Washington DC. The trip cost f6,200 and
was funded by Newbridge Advisory, a firm
run by John Sawyers, MI6 chief, 2009-2014.
At the time Sawyers was a director of British
Petroleum. Lammy disclosed the benefaction
in his parliamentary returns later that month.

Lammy also attended the 2023 Bilderberg
conference, which was held in Lisburn.

Immediately after his appointment as
foreign secretary, Lammy announced that he
would be "delivering on European security
[and] global security".

He claims his role model is Ernest Bevan.
the trans-Atlanticist Labour foreign secretary
who helped create Nato. One of Nato's most
important trans-Atlantic security issues at the
moment is the securitv of the undersea fibre-

optic cables that link the US and Europe and
run through Ireland.

Last year Ti{naiste Miche6l Martin
attempted to bamboozle the Irish public into
supporting a closer relationship with Nato,
EU militarism and
the alray of tribute
acts that orbit them.
Martin's vehicle
of choice was the
Consultative Forum
on International
Security Policy.
It was a less than
spectacular success.
The Irish public
was not in the mood
to tug the forelock
to the array of
academic, security
and intellectual beauties lined up by Martin.

Under Lammy and his propaganda assets,
Ireland can expect more lectures from our
betters, not to mention frightening stories
about maritime Russian bogeymen.

On July l,2024,Bloomberg News reported
that a "Russian sub had reportedly been
chased away from Cork Harbour". Worse still,
"Russian attack submarines have conducted
missions around the Irish Sea twice since
120221... an unprecedented move by the
Kremlin that forced the UK military to take
steps to protect British and Irish waters."

Tell that to the Irish fishermen who
have been dragged along by Royal Navy
submarines that smashed into their nets.

Last June the recalcitrant Irish public
was told what was what by theTelegraph's
Tom Sharpe. The former defence ministry
communications officer would have us believe
the Russians are preparing to attack the Corrib
gas field off the Mayo coast. He was indignant
that a Norwegian submarine-hunting aircraft
was allegedly deployed to follow a Russian
submarine in Irish waters. "Ireland has a
GDP larger than Norway's and yet, here it
is, reliant on Norway's real maritime patrol
aircraft to help defend it. The difference is that
Norwegians are not freeloaders."

Righrthinking Irish citizens must have
been mortified by Sharpe's supplementary
assertion that "the Irish, who can't do anything
for themselves. or worse. can't be bothered to
and assume someone will do it for them..."
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FRED HOLROYD'S
ORWELLIANTRAUMA
OPERATION DENTON has recently
interviewed Fred Holroyd as part of
its investigation into the 1974 Dublin-
Monaghan (D-M) bombings, perpetrated
by the notorious Glenanne gang.
Holroyd served as a Military Intelligence
Officer in the
Special Military
Intelligence Unit,
NI,  1973-75.He
was attached to
the 3 Brigade area
where members of
the Glenanne gang
operated.

Holroyd also
worked for MI5.
He has described
how their "policy
was basic and
short sishted -
use whatever means,legal or illegal". Thrs
included blackmail to force terrorists "to carry
out operations that cannot be traced back to"
MI5.

Holroyd kept detailed notes of what was
happening around him. One reveals that
William Hanna of the UVF, the leader of
the D-M bomb gang,was providing bomb-
making classes to his subordinates in the
months before the D-M atrocities. He was not
arrested, something that only makes sense if
Hanna was a British agent.

Holroyd and his colleagues were ordered
not to interfere with Robin 'The Jackal'
Jackson, because Jackson "was working on
behalf of the RUC Special Branch." Jackson
was the man who drove the three bombs to
Dublin rn 1974.

Holroyd has also asserted that: 'The RUC
Special Branch 'ran' a number of Protestant
paramilitaries in the Portadown area that I
was aware of, some of them who operated
with Robin Jackson. I, like most of my Army
colleagues, was disgusted by this but was
assured by my senior officers to 'go along
with i t ' ."

Holroyd objected to MI5's lethal
prograrnme of diny tricks. In I9l5 he was

detained in the military wing of Musgrave
Park Hospital in south Belfast. "I have
evidence, through the recent disclosure of
my British Ar-y medical file, of a totruous
malicious conspiracy to unlawfully detain
me in a military psychiatric institution and to
force me to resign from the British Army,"
he stated in 2018. He is presently suing the
British government for conspiracy.

Dr Hugh Thomas, a major with the Royal
Army Medical Corp at Musgrave Park,
revealed in2018,"The first I knew about
it was when a senior physician colleague
of mine came into the theatre and sought
sanctuary . .. because he had been ordered to
section Fred, and had found that an abhorrent
request, which it was. ... It was an appalling
thing to ask someone to section someone for a
political reason."

Holroyd's Orwellian nightmare was far
from over. Dark forces arranged for him to
be transported to Netley military hospital in
England in May 1975 where he was confined.
That ended his military career.

Holroyd blew the whistle in the 1980s.
This was countered by a campaign of
vilification against him by elements of the
British press which ultimately failed.

If Operation Denton dismisses Holroyd's
evidence as lacking credibility because of his
detention at Netley Hospital, its officers will
have serious questions to answer, especially if
Holroyd's legal action is successful.

MERCIFUT TORY
MERCER
KEIR STARMER'S pledge to repeal
the controversial Legacy Act, opposed
by all political parties in the north, must
come as a blow to former Tory Minister
of State for Veterans' Affairs Johnnv
Mercer. The act set out to provide indem-
nity and immunity from prosecution for
some perpetrators of crimes during the
Troubles.

In introducing the act, Mercer had set out
to provide succour to retired British security
personnel who may have faced civil and
criminal cases as well as their political mas-
ters. Ironically Mercer, who this month lost
his Plymouth Moor View parliamentary seat,

which he had held since 2015, faces legal
troubles himself in relation to the Independent
Afghanistan Inquiry (IAI). The Afghanistan
Inquiry was established in 2022 to investi-
gate allegations that British Special Forces
deployed to Afghanistan between 2010 and
2013 had engaged in rvar crimes.

While Mercer laudably told the IAI in Feb-
ruary that he believed members of the SAS
had engaged in dozens of unlawful killings of
Afghan civilians betrveen 2010 and 2Ol3,he
has refused to identify the "multiple sources"
who confided details of these atrocities to
him as a backbench MP. Mercer himself
served three tours in
Afghanistan as a cap-
tain with the Royal
Atillery but attached
to a Special Forces
Unit. So when the
Chair of the IAI Sir
Charles Haddon-
Cave ruled that
Mercer must hand
over the names of his
sources by July 25 it
was understandable
that Mercer took it
personally. Mercer
said. "Mr Haddon-Cave must now stop fixat-
ing on attempting to bully me - I have done
nothing wrong." He rvent on, "I gave my word
to junior personnel rvho approached me. I
intend to keep it."

The IAI is investigating up to 80 suspicious
deaths resulting from SAS counter-terrorism
night raids in Helmand province in Afghani-
stan. Allegations include that in one raid nine
people were allegedly killed while sleeping;
that Afghan males already detained and cable
tied were taken back into buildings during
searches and summarily executed; that so
called 'drop weapons', AK-47s, were planted
at scenes to justify the killings of unarmed
persons; and that SAS units were competing
with each other and Australian special forces
to get the most kills. Add to that a cover up
of these crimes by UK Special Forces head-
quarters and it all sounds very familiar. The
controversial role of the SAS in Ireland during
the Troubles is well documented and yet while
Mercer is supportive of demands for justice by
Afghan families, he hoped to shut down simi-
lar efforts by Irish victims and their families.
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.MY CHURCH,RIGHT
ORWRONG'
Last December, The lrish Times pub-
lished a statement from the Church of
Ireland in a report by Arthur Beesley
saying that it "neither owned nor operat-
ed" mother and baby institutions. Griffith
College media academic Niall Meehan
responded in a letter, based on research
on behalf of sur-
vivors, that CoI
clergy oversaw
the Bethany Home
and the aptly
named Church of
Ireland Magdalen
Asylum (from
1979 called Denny
House). The CoI
Archbishop of
Dublin. no less.
sat on a Magdalen
Asylum manage-
ment committee.

You might think the 1Z would be keen to
clarify an enor published through no fault
of its own. Alas on this issue, far from it, as
Goldhawk has enumerated too often. The
IT has a de facto policy of denying Meehan
an opportunity to question CoI treatment of
single mothers and abandoned or abused chil-
dren. Ralph Walker, the 1Z's chief executive
from 1959 to73,was heavily involved with
the Protestant evangelical Bethany Home run
by Hettie Walker, his aunt (see The Phoenix,
29tv2r).

The paper last published a letter from
Meehan in January 2020.It was two months
old and appeared only after then Press
Ombudsman Peter Feeney's intervention.
Meehan pinpointed the Times's misreporting
concerning an effor in the Ryan Commis-
sion's report on child abuse.

Facts matter on this occasion also. The
paper refused to publish Meehan's letter and

----

l{iallMeehan

'We're here to create content, not rnernories-

ignored his subsequent complaint. He wrote
to the Press Ombudsman and, as rn20l9-
20,'mediation' was attempted. Unlike then, .
the newspaper was having none of it. Edi-
tor Ruadhan Mac Cormaic responded, "The
Church of Ireland statement is accurately
quoted in an article... There is no need to
'correct the error'because there is no error in
our reporting".

In light of this argument, that errors within
inverted commas don't count, Press Ombuds-
man Susan McKay's task seemed clear:
tell the newspaper to allow correction of an
inaccurate or "distorted report" (as the Press
Council Code of Practice puts it), howsoever
attributed.

In May McKay came up with a tortured
finding that "The Press Ombudsman finds
that The lrish Times published in quotation
marks an assertion made by the Church of Ire-
land as part of a news report about an ongoing
process in relation to redress. The newspaper
was not under any obligation to editorialise as
to whether it believed the statement to be true
or false."

Meehan appealed to the Press Council,
the body that oversees ombudsman decisions,
what he described as McKay's inability to
apply what the Code of Practice plainly states.
He had not argued, he wrote, that the paper
was obliged to report (or 'editorialise') on
the day of publication that the CoI statement
was false. The paper, he argued, was obliged
afterwards to assess contrary evidence and to
publish a correction, explanation or clarifica-
tion, as set out in the code.

Two months later the Council decided,
in a curt statement, as follows: "There was
no evidence that the Press Ombudsman had
erred in her application of principle 1.2 of the
Code, which was clearly encompassed in her
decision".

That's it, in full. The majority of press
council judgments usually detail reasons
for decisions. Meehan asked the council to
explain its new approach. "Why not, as is
normal practice", he wrote, "explain how the
code was, in your view, correctly applied?"
'Chairman' Rory Montgomery, a long-time
department of foreign affairs mandarin,
replied that the Council does not explain
itself.

[T'S NOT CRICKET
ONE OF the most enduring lines
peddled by post peace process British
securocrats, and enthusiastically relayed
by the UK and Dublin media's security

'experts', is that British intelligence
forced the IRA to negotiate in the early
1990s because they had infiltrated
the paramilitary group at every level.
Now Sam McBride, perhaps the most
respected and sophisticated Unionist
commentator in the media, north and
south, has unearthed British government
security documents that reveal this to be
a myth.

McBride writes that British defence
secretary Sir Malcom Rifkind told Prime
Minister John Major rn 1992, "Better
intelligence is the key to significant attrition
of terrorist capabilities, but PIRA maintain
such tight security that intelligence of
that quality is rarely attainable." Also in
1992, Rifkind told
Major in a highly
confidential memo
marked,'Secret UK
eyes A',  that "the
diversity and degree
of the PIRA threat
has grown steadily
s ince 1988" .

McBride also
quoted senior
cabinet official
Pauline Neville
Jones - later chair
of the powerful
joint intelligence
committee (JIC) - who said it was "not
right to keep extra army resources pinned
down indefinitely merely because continuing
shortcomings in intelligence co-ordination
have to be compensated by increases in
manpower".

The then northern secretary, Sir Patrick
Mayhew, wanted changes to the law to allow
for intelligence surveillance via technical
devices, saying that while the political
situation had improved, "the security
problem was more stubborn".

None of this information from the horses'
mouths about the low level of intel the
British Army had on the IRA squares with
the repetitive, expert media analysis that
says the IRA was hopelessly compromised
by British penetration. But it does help to
explain the high level of IRA activity like
the Brighton bomb, the mortar attack on
10 Downing Street, attacks on the City of
London, massive arms supplies from Libya,
and so on during the period in which British
security was supposed to be in control of the
organisation.

McBride's detailed article was published
in a Mediahuis title, the Belfast Telegraph,
last Saturday, revealing the content of a
number of secret memos that had "lain
buried in Government archives for more than
three decades, until now".

A day later, Mediahuis's southern
flagship, the Sunday Independenf, also ran a
riveting article by McBride - on the modern
history of cricket in Ireland.
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HUWEDWARDS
AND MI5
HOW DID Huw Edwards, the former
face of BBC News, maintain virtual
immunity for so long given the evidence
of his crimes involving sexual pictures
of children? Police
presented evidence
at Westminster
Magistrates'
Court last week of
Edwards sharing
indecent images
of children as far
back as December.
2020. Yet the
extent of MI5
surveillance of
BBC programmers
has been
disseminated by
main stream media and books in years
long since past. Did MI5 really not know
of the criminal. abusive actir it ies of
people like Edwards fbr so rnany years?

Edwards has a long historr of sexual
transgression at the BBC. Hi: eventual
undoing was a complaint rnade last year by
the parents of a 17-r c-ar '-old r outh who was
supplying him *' i th inclc.e'nt photographs and
had received t3-5.(X)0 irr rL.tLu'n. He was using
the moncr  to  fund a e  ( )e  a ine habi t .

Edu ards pl 'c ' :cl) tc ' t l  thc BBC's coverage of
Pr ince Phi l ip 's  t i tnc-nr l  in  l02 l  dur ing Cov id
restr ict ions. On th.- r-\  c ()f  the funeral,  he
suggested to a lunior BBC producer that he
stay rvith hinr in hi:  hotcl room for the night.
Edwards sent thc \ ollns nran a photo of the
room as an al lurcnr.-nt.

The BBC has aclnri t tcd that i t  has evidence
of "inappropriate" bchar iour on the part of
Edwards towards othcr. jLrnior employees.

Edwards, on a salarr of f529.999, carried
enormous clout at the BBC. He was formerly
chief political correspondcnt fbr BBC News,
and spent more than l-1 rears reporting

politics from Westminster, featuring on
Newsnight and Panorama.Hrs career with the
BBC stretches back to 1984.

His celebrity status was confirmed rn 2012
when he played himself in the James Bond
movie, Sl<yfall, where he presented a news
report based on a fictionalised attack on the
HQ of MI6.

Edwards now joins the BBC's rogues
gallery of paedophiles that includes Jimmy
Savile, Rolf Harris, Jonathan King, Stuart
Hall, Chris Langham, Chris Denning and
Benjamin Thomas.

Meanwhile, BBC DJ Tim Westwood,66,
is facing multiple allegations by women of
sexual misconduct. The BBC has delayed
publishing its report about him because of an
ongoing police investigation into allegations
going back four decades

People are scratching their heads
wondering how BBC attracted so many
sexual deviants over the decades and who
survived without being outed for so long.
One explanation is the all pervasive role of
MI5, an organisation that was obsessed - for

Contit tuct l  ort puge I

GOLDHAWK'S OLD frie nd, Tom Ryan, has
just had a judgment registeredin Stubbs
Gazette against him in Londonfor no less
than €3m by the dreaded taxntan.

The hapless Ryan has had his fair share
of setbacks in recent years and in 2022 he
failed to have substantial judgments against
him in the UK overturned.

He first popped up on this side of the lrish
Sea with his Ryan's lrish Cream liqueur busi-
ness, where he was joined at various stages
by otherfamiliar nantes such as moneylender
e xtrao rdinaire Ro n We i s z.

Ryan - or Thontas G Ryan or sometimes
Thomas GF Ryan - let his tax affairs slide,
however, with the result that in 2016 he
ended up in the Dublin High Court,where he
failed to have a € I .6m tax judgment against
him set asi.de on the grounds that he enjoyed
non-residency status.

By that stage Ryan had made headlines in
the English media - including the front page
of the Financial Times - after issuing a press
release annouttcirtg ltis plans to acquire a
fl20m site and build a 7S-storey tower block
of apartments irt Canary Wharf, which was to
be the tallest residential building in Europe.

Alas,despite the impressive scale of his
ambition,Torn never got his audacious
skyscraper off the ground. Given the appetite
of the taxnnn ltere to get his pound of flesh,
however, it is perhaps not all that surprising.
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KATY BROWN'S
HANDICAP
FANS OF The Phoenix will be familiar
with outspoken racehorse trainer Katy
Brown, who started last month with a
second win in two runs for Petrol Head,
in the €50,000 Bia Energy handicap at
Bellewstown (see The Phoenix 2617 124).
What makes this horse interesting is that
the gelding had previously been trained
by no less than two subsequently disquali-
fied trainers - David Dunne and Ronan
McNally - before moving to Brown's
Friarstown stables at the end of April.

Last Friday" the stage was set for the fan-
cied Petrol Head to impress in the €270,000
Guinness Galway Hurdle but the nag was
dramatically pulled at the last minute by the
bowler hats of the lrish Horseracing Regula-
tory Board (IHRB). This was done on foot of
test results received that very morning from
hair samples taken after the Bellewstown race.

This decision has proven controversial,
especially given that traces hang around in
hair samples for long periods and, in this case,
the substance (clenbuterol) was presumably
administered before Brown took charge. (The
anti-inflammatory may be prescribed for medi-
cal treatment but not in the run-up to a race.)

Given that Petrol Head had previously
been with the controversial NcNally, who
was banned for no less than 12 years tn 2023
for race fixing, his horses have been on the
IHRB's radar. Another factor. no doubt. was
last year's embanassment in the wake of the
€120,000 auction of a horse called Flemens-
facebeing able to proceed three weeks after its
trainer had been made aware by the IHRB of a
positive test for clenbuterol.

What punters - and Brown - now want to
know is why Petrol Head was selected for the
hair test. IHRB boss Darragh O'Loughlin has
refused to say if it was totally random or based
on intelligence and there will be a lot of inter-
est in the hearing into the horse's last-minute
withdrawal from the richest handicap race in
Ireland.
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Continued from page 3

malevolent reasons - with the sordid sex lives
of public figures. During the 1970s-1980s and
beyond, MI5 collected sexual 'kompromat'

to exploit public figures.In this period MI5
had an office at the BBC's HQ from where its
snoops crept out to spy on and control those
employed at the station.

If the MI5 curtain twitchers knew about
Edwards's secret life, they may well have
been pleased to see him climb the corporate
ladder knowing they could control him.
The BBC, after all, is regarded (rightly
or wrongly) as too left wing as well as an
ever present threat to MI5 and the British
establishment.

This was the culture of the time. Peter
Morrison MP was Margaret Thatcher's
private secretary and deputy chairman
of the Conservative Party. Morrison was
also a notorious paedophile.In 1985, MI5
director-general Antony Duff discussed his
predilections with Cabinet secretary Robert
Armstrong. Armstrong later admitted that
he knew Morrison was a child rapist yet did
nothing. Neither did Duff.

At the time MI5 was deeply involved
in covering up the rape of children in the
north, particularly at Kincora Boys' Home
in Belfast. The paedophile network that
MI5 monitored included senior unionist
politicians.

One would like to think that MI5's
exploitation of powerful paedophile circles
is a thing of the past but, if so, how come
Edwards was still running amok inside the
BBC as late as 2023?

IRELAND SAID'NO'
TO PINOCHET
THE CHILEAN Supreme Court
demanded Irish government co-operation
in establishing the alleged guilt of the
two Shannon sisters, Dubliners Frances
and Christine, in a helicopter jail break
of four anti-government guerrillas in
December 1996. This was allegedly
organised by the pair in an IRA gesture
of solidarity with the Chilean resistance.
It led to diplomatic friction between the
two countries and internal recrimination
between Ireland's foreign affairs
department and the Garda Sppcial Branch
unit, with the latter refusing to believe
that the two sisters were involved in the
jail break.

The military dictator, General Pinochet,
was no longer in power when the prison
escape took place but he was still head of the
armed forces and two of the escapees had
been jailed for trying to assassinate him.

Recent efforts by Chile to extradite
Frances Shannon - Christine died in 2022 -

are running \
dangerously low2

from Croatia failed. In 1997. however. the
Chileans put serious pressure on the Irish
government to deliver the two women to that
country.

When the Chileans demanded co-operation
from An Garda Sfoch6na and also that the two
sisters be extradited - despite there being no
extradition fteaty between the two countries
- the Argentinian-
based Irish
ambassador to Chile,
Art Agnew, urged
the government to
co-operate fully
as Ireland's image
would otherwise
be damaged. This
was reported in
2022whenthe
mainstream media
caught up with the
story - 25 years after
it was first broken by
Goldhawk shortly after the jail break (see The
Phoenix 15l8l9l).

Agnew's sensitivity followed a near
hysterical reaction in Chile, with President
Eduardo Frei calling an emergency meeting
of the National Security Council for only the
third time in the country's history.

The main pro-government newspaper, El
Mercurio - once a supporter of Pinochet but
then a supporter of the conservative, Christian
Democrat government party - led a media
campaign, making allegations against all
things Irish. It claimed the Irish Troubles had
caused "violence and terrorism to infiltrate
every area of Irish society" and that this
explained why Irish priests and nuns had lent
their support to "Marxist terrorism during the
military government".

Agnew wrote a letter to the newspaper in
which he defended Irish democratic standards
and traditions and so, too, did the regional
director of the Columban fathers, Derry
Healy. He explained that the strife in the north
was caused by'Britain's denial of civil rights
and that most Irish people wanted change by
peaceful means only. Healy also defended the
role of Irish clerics working with the poor in
Chile's shanty towns and rural areas.

In the event, the government, then headed
by first-time taoiseach Bertie Ahern, was
not about to deliver two Irish women to the
tender mercies of the Chilean government.
And foreign minister Ray Burke had other
things on his mind as it was just months away
from his resignation following allegations of
corruption by developers.

General Pinochet

LEYDEN AT LARGE
AFfER MANY years of ducking and
diving and not a little in-fighting in
Roscommon politics, as well as 43 years
in the D6il and Seanad. former Fianna
F6il junior minister Terry Leyden has
not in fact retired from public life but has
segued into the rvorld of international
diplomacy.

Members of the Oireachtas recently
received notice of Terry's elevation to the
role of honorary consul of the Republic of
Azerbaijan in Dublin rvith jurisdiction for
Ireland. Some weeks a-eo Ley'den received
his exequatur document - appointed by the
Tdnaiste and FF leader Michedl Martin on
the nomination of Azerbaijan's president,
Ilham Aliyev - from e
Elin Suleymanov, f
ambassador to the
United Kingdom and
Ireland.

Before he could
slip into the ranks of
the diplomatic corps,
Terry was compelled
to resign from FF. A
consul cannot be a
member of a political
party or be a political
office holder.
so he tendered
his resignation to FF - an "honourable"
resignation. he assured Goldhawk - last year
in advance of his diplomatic posting.

Leyden has no business interests involving
Azerbaijan but he developed a relationship
with that country and other East European
countries such as Ukraine, Armenia and
Russia rvhile serving with dedication on the
Council of Europe. Apparently Terry fbund
that flourishing on the Council of Europe
was a piece of cake after years of faction
fighting in western FF. The council. too.
gave "recognition of services rendered to
the European cause" by Teny on the lOth
anniversary of his time on the council (2001 -
2017), conferring on him the title of "honorary
associate of the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Eurooe".

There remained only. alter al l  these
accolades, for Terry to be received, along
with the speaker of the Azerbaijan assembly,
Dr Sahiba Gafarova. bv ceann comhairle
Se6n O Fearghafl, whoie reception of foreign
dignitaries has been refined to that of an art
form.

Terry teyden
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BRITISH AND IRISH
FARRIGHT
THAT A section of the anti-immisrant
movement in the south was prepaied
to line up alongside Ulster loyalists
and British fascists in racist attacks in
Belfast last weekend indicates extreme
stupidity as
much as extreme
politics. When the
'Coolock Says
No' banner was
brought to an anti-
immigrant demo
at Garda HQ two
days later, some
of their comrades
attacked the
banner and told
them to leave
because of their
new pals, UDA sectarian killers.

That night a BBC news broadcaster
described far-right activist Tommy Robinson
as the main instigator of riots across the UK.

Robinson appeared to be as enthusiastic
about the riots in Belfast as anywhere else,
posting a picture of the crowd and the text:
"Do people understand the importance of this
photo. If Catholics & Protestants don't unite
to stop the Islamic invasion Ireland will be
unrecognisable".

The heart of loyalist darkness was made
evident to their new Dublin pals when they
reached the Lower Ormeau Road bookies,
Sean Graham, the scene of a loyalist triumph
in 1992 when they murdered five Catholic
civilians. The marchers rushed towards the
bookies holding up five fingers, making
shooting signs and shouting UDA, UFF.

Ormeau residents emerged from their
houses to scatter these ecumenical racists,
who later reassembled in a Sandy Row bar,
where they swapped yarns about republican
traitors.

While most leading figures in the anti-
immigration movement in the south were not
on the ground in Belfast and did not call the
protests, many were later prepared to justify
those that did travel north.

In a post (later deleted) on X, Irish

Freedom Party councillor Glen Moore
argued: "I could see and hear in the voicgs
of those waving the Tricolour and Union
Jack together as one that these people were
distressed at what is happening to Northern
Ireland. Love for each others nation has
brought us closer together".

Moore's party leader, Hermann Kelly,
echoed this sentiment when he tweeted:
"Irish Nationalists & British Unionists in
the North of Ireland, have common interests
in a # of things. More socially conservative
and Eurosceptic than in culturally self-
loathing South Dublin; Neither Catholics nor
Protestants in #Belfast want part of Caliphate
by immigration."

Derek Blighe, leader of Ireland First,
posted on X to complain that only right-
wing gatherings were unacceptable on an
all-Ireland basis such as protests on "border
control" or the "Islamification of Europe".

Whatever nuance and subtlety was
employed by Moore, Kelly and Blighe,
National Party leader Justin Barrett threw
caution to the wind and posted a video of an
Enoch Powell interview and was free on both
X and Telegram to infer a racist epithet when
describing the perpetrator of the Southport
attack.

Many prominent figures in the new
Irish right have in recent years refused to
distance themselves from Robinson and other
personalities on the British far right. Despite
Robinson making the news in 2019 by giving
support to Soldier F (charged with murder on
Bloody Sunday), Malachy Steenson - who
makes much of his republican pedigree -
declined to comment on his visit to Ireland
last year, saying only: "He's a distraction.
He's not important."

Meanwhile, Derek Blighe has shared
dozens of posts from Robinson and has also
repeatedly shared posts by Mark Collett,
leader of British fascist party Patriotic
Alternative and who in the past has been
active in the National Front and was leader of
the youth wing of the British National Party.
Blighe has also shared posts from Britain
First.

The links between British fascist groups
and the UDA and UVF have existed for
years. But for the new Irish right to be
playing footsie with the same elements may
be a bridge too far.

PUTIN'S IRISH
GUN SLINGERS
THE TABLOID-readins British
public is losing sleep ov"er an alleged
disinformation operation being directed
by Vladimir Putin to subvert the United
Kingdom. Britain has been reliably
informed by undisclosed security sources
that the Kremlin is responsible for
sparking the recent riots in the UK.

Last week the Mail reported: "Russia
linked to fake news that sparked mosque
riot." According to the article, Putin's
propagandists
enraged right-
wing protesters
with a report that
the knifeman who
ki l led three chi ldren
in Southport was
a "migrant on
MI6 watchl ist".
The notion lvas
circulated via a
"Russian-linked
fake news website
[which] fuel led l ies"
that led "to an attack
on a mosque". Apparently, the right-wing
hooligans in Southport might otherwise have
behaved themselves.

A similar story appeared in the UK's
Independenf. It cited "Home Office" sources.
MI5 is part of the Home Office.

Irish readers of the Belfast Telegraph on
August 2 were treated to an equally shocking
expos6. According to "security service" (the
official name of MI5) sources. the INLA is in
receipt of "Russian State 'dark money' amid
Republican support for war in Ukraine".

According to the newspaper, the "INLA
are just one of the many groups supposedly
supported by the Russian Government in its
efforts to destabilise the west". Putin, it is
claimed, is responsible for "an upsurge in
UNLAI activity over the summer, including
an attack on a homeless charity last month".
The INLA has also allegedly received
weapons from the Kremlin.

Surely Irish pro-neutrality groups will
blush a deep red at having being caught in the
same bed as Putin and his Irish paramilitaries.
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RTE'S CLIMATE
.STRATEGY'
FOR YEARS RTE's coverage of
the climate emergency has vacillated
between lukewarm and non-existent. It
reached such a low point that
in July 202I its then managing
director of news, Jon Williams,
was forced to admit how dire
its performance had been.

Williams promised the
immediate establishment of a
team "working across RTE News
and Current Affairs, dedicated to
reporting the climate crisis" and
all news journalists were to be
required to attend workshops on
climate science reporting.

Fast forwardto 2024 and the
crisis-wracked broadcaster' s
strategy document for 2025-2029, A New
Direction, has been published - after the
Government committed€725m in support for
the broadcaster over the next three years.

According to director general Kevin
Bakhurst, public service media "has a vital

role to play in countering disinformation,
informing and empowering citizens in
relation to climate change and other societal
challenges". In the strategy's timeline, the
creation of a "dedicated Climate Unit in Cork
within RTE's News and Current Affairs" is
flagged up as an action - for 2026, five years
after Williams made this same commitment.

What is a 'climate unit' and why will it be
in Cork? For €3/qbn in taxpaydrs' money, we
had hoped to get a little more detail on how
RTE is going to finally start covering the most
consequential story of the 21st century but,
alas, the strategy document has nothing to say.

If it actually happens, this unit may well
end up as one or two staff being told to come
up with something to tick the 'climate' box

every few months. This may
seem unduly cynical but, for
a station whose first reflex in
covering almost any climate issue
is to immediately platform farm
or industry lobbyists attacking
whatever is being proposed, it's
understandable.

Goldhawk has watched
incredulously over the last decade
and more as RTE stumbled from
ignoring major climate science
reports to actually promoting
climate deniers on its current
affairs programmes on the
vanishingly rare occasions it even

paused to acknowledge the issue. Evidence
of its rudderless approach came in the form
of a shambolic docu-drama in late 2023
called Tonight Tomorrow, which featured an
"interview" with a Bond-villain type character
livins... on the moon.

While RTE has a handful of journalists
with a strong interest in ensuring the public
understands the climate crisis, their voices
are drowned out by curmudgeons such as
its highest-paid broadcaster, Joe Duffy. He
routinely uses his Liveline show to ridicule
climate issues and claim that the "family
motorist" is under attack from nefarious
interests who want to hammer drivers "under
the guise of helping the environment".

Given RTE's heavy dependence on
car advertising and multiple controversies
involving some stars being "ambassadors" for
various car brands, ie getting freebie motors,
it may be seen as a real missed opportunity
in that bailing out RTE, the Government
did not insist that the broadcaster follow the
BBC route and eschew all advertising and
commercial sponsorship and, in so doing, help
rebuild its battered reputation.

SLIGHT REDUCTIONS in emissions from
agriculture in 2023 have been attributed to
cuts in the use of chemical nitrogen and was
celebrated by farm advisory agency Teagasc
as proving the sector was on the right track
at last.What then to make of agriculture
minister C harlie M cC onalogue re cently
urgingfarmers to use more nitrogen?

"My sense is thatfarmers are going
softer on the pedal than they need to be on
the fertiliser side", he told the Farming
Independent.

Hiss bizgne intervention underline s
the chaotic state of the sector on emissions
reductions, with the minister and state
age ncie s at complete cross-purpose s.

E Pl  f  55lON6

PSNI SNOOPS
THE PLOT thickens in the ongoing saga
of the PSNI snooping on journalists and
lawyers. Investigative journalist Barry
McCaffrey and film maker Trevor Birney
finally dragged the PSNI, as Birney
said, "kicking and screaming" before the
Investigatory Powers Tribunal (IPT) in
London in April for unlawfully trying to
flnd the journalists' sources for their film,
No Stone Unturned, about RUC/UVF
collusion in the multiple killings in a bar
in Loughinisland, Co Down in 1994 (see
The Phoenix 17151202$.

The IPT is a superior court with a judge
presiding. It considers complaints about
covert actions by public authorities including
the intelligence services that may infringe
human rights under the European Convention
on Human Rights. In the tribunal it emerged
that McCaffrey and Birney were far from the
only journalists the PSNI were monitoring
but that lan'r'ers and people in the Police
Ombudsman's Office rvere also subject to
pol ice sun'ei l lance. I t  revealed the PSNI held
a database of 'troublemaker journalists' that
it monitored routinelr'. The BBC asked the
IPT to be alloried to join Yi,ittr trrtccaffrey and
Birney in their complaint because it suspected

that Vincent Kearney, now RTE's northern
editor, was also on the surveillance list when
working for BBC Spotlight in the north.

In response to the revelations at the IPT,
the north's Policing Board demanded an
inquiry, which the chief constable duly set up
under senior counsel Angus McCullough. In
the meantime, the PSNI reported to the board
that it had made 823 applications
for communications data for
journalists and lawyers from
20ll-24 including 10 applications
to identify journalistic sources.
In light of this information, the
NUJ also asked to join the action
before the IPT.

At the latest IPT hearing on
July 18, where the NUJ and BBC
made their cases to be included,
more startling details came to
light. An English police force
was also monitoring journalists
but it's not known if its action
was at the request of the PSNI.
Approximately 4,000 communications,
including text messages and the location of
calls made, were logged from July-October
2011. They concentrated on 12 (unnamed)
journalists including well-known award-
winners and other media figures.

The IPT only allowed the NUJ to supply
written submissions on the importance of
journalists protecting their sources but there
was an intervention by a lawyer representing
a party the IPT referred to as "respondent
three" - MI5. The IPT went into closed
session, excluding the lawyers for McCaffrey
and Birney and everyone else, for two hours.
On resumption, the court refused the BBC's

application, which will now be considered
at alater date. The reason given was that
lawyers for MI5 and GCHQ said the spy
agencies have such voluminous material they
are unable to work through it before the full
hearing gf McCaffrey and Birney's case in
October. December is the earliest date they
could offer but only if they can recruit more

security-vetted legal staff.
Hiding behind the McCullough

inquiry, the PSNI is refusing to
comment on any of this.

McCaffrey and Birney are
asking for a public inquiry - pigs
might fly. Their lawyer, Niall
Murphy said: "Every journalist
working in this jurisdiction should
be appalled and concerned as to
whether they also have been a
victim of this routine harvesting
of protected confi dential
information and I encourage
anyone concerned to engage
immediately with the McCullough

Review," adding that police were engaged in
surveillance on "an industrial scale".

While Murphy talked about "this
jurisdiction", is there anyone who doesn't
believe with some justification that
monitoring communications doesn't happen
in the south too? Does anyone believe the
PSNI and An Garda Siochdna don't liaise on
such matters? The only difference seems to be
that there's no equivalent of the IPT to turn
to, however unsatisfactory it is.

In the D6il in July, Peadar T6bfn
complained that the PSNI monitored his
communications. He was told to apply to the
IPT.
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MIs'S MISSING
SCAPPATICCI FILES
NO ONE familiar with the manner in
which the UK has conducted inquiries
into allegations of British dirty tricks over
the last half century will be surprised that
MI5 failed to furnish Operation Kenova
with all of its Freddie Scappaticci files.
Scappaticci was a British agent in the
IRA and was responsible for a string of
murders while on
MI5's payroll. It
now transpires that
hundreds of pages
from relevant
documents were
not delivered to
Kenova.

Sir Iain
Livingstone, who
leads Kenova,
has described the
new records as
"significant new
material, which
appears to point to new investigative leads not
previously known".

PSNI chief constable Jon Boutcher, who
originally oversaw Kenova, described the
development as an "unacceptable" state of
affairs. Baroness O'Loan, the former Police
Ombudsman NI and a member of Kenova's
steering committee, has accused MI5 of
having behaved "appallingly".

Kenova began its probe in 2016.It
produced a preliminary report earlier this year.
That means the newly discovered files were
withheld for eight years. They were allegedly
discovered when MI5 was digitising some of
its archive. Kenova's final report, which was
due before Christmas and has already cost
Stgf40m, will now be delayed until some
stage in 2025.

But MI5 has made Livingstone and
Boutcher look like aLaurel and Hardy tribute
act. Livingstone told RTE last May: "I think
we've had unprecedented support from the
agencies of the UK state, MI5, the MoD, the
PSNI in terms of RUC files." He also stated:
"You don't know what you don't know and
in the back of one's mind there is always

a concern... is there a file somewhere that
hasn't been disclosed to us. I genuinely don't
think that is the case." .

Kenova's interim report on Scappaticci
failed to identify the ghastly role he performed
for MI5. Scappaticci murdered IRA volunteers
so RUC and MI5 agents inside the IRA could
step into their place. He was also allowed
to torture and murder other state agents to
preserve his cover.

The fact that Boucher and Livingstone
displayed such faith in MI5 is deeply
disturbing. Boutcher originally ran Operation
Denton, a probe into the [fVF's Glenanne
gang.Livingstone also took this over from
him. The gang perpetrated the l9l4 Dublin-
Monaghan bombings and the Denton report on
those bombings is due next year.

There is no reason to believe that MI5 will
deliver to Livingstone the pertinent files it
holds on Robin Jackson and Billy Hanna of
the Glenanne Gang. The pair were the key
figures - in so far as the UVF was concerned
- in the Dublin-Monaghan attacks. Virtually
all researchers into the gang believe they were
British agents.

Livingstone may or may not clear MI5 of
any involvement in the Dublin-Monaghan
outrage but he is surely unlikely to again
express his full confldence that MI5 furnished
him with all the relevant records.

VIRTUAL SOLDIERS
DOES THE Government and defence
minister Micher4l Martin believe they
have solved the recruitment crisis inthe
Defence Forces with pretend soldiers?

RTE News recently ian a fluff piece on
how the army is expanding its use of virtual
reality (VR) simulators, with footage of a
soldier driving an arrnoured car and the chief
instructor of the Cavalry School, Commandant
Joe Tynan mansplaining the technology's
advantases.

fhe nfE report failed to mention that in
recent years the Defence Forces have had
a particularly close relationship with VRAI
Simulation, which created the simulator. Was
this coyness because, despite being an Irish
company with its headquarters in Dublin's
Temple Bar, VRAI has been deepening its ties
to the British military in recent months? This

would hardly help recruitment into the Irish
Defence Forces.

The Defence Forces operate a fleet of
80 MOWAG Piranha III armoured fighting
vehicles. As the fleet cost tens of millions
to acquire, the MOWAG simulator can sig-
nificantly reduce
accidents while
using equipment
and weaponry. Also,
soldiers can carry out
more repetitions of
exercises and their
performance can be
recorded in detail.

Along rvith
VRAI. the Defence
Forces developed
these simulators.
which use VR head-
sets and softrvare as
well as a layout identical to the vehicles with
controls, steering ivheels. seats and weapons
systems.

VRAI's own account of the simulator out-
lines how it is "key to the arrny's requirements
to engage with the public. educate them on
what peace keeping involves and for the simu-
lation to support recruitment campaigns".

VRAI was foundedin2017 by Pat
O'Connor and Niall Campion. Having joined
the Defence Forces in 2000 as a reconnais-
sance officer, O'Connor's Linkedln profile
tracks his progress from a "Media Training &
Communications Lecturer" and then "Press
and Information Officer" to becoming a "Dep-
uty Director Defence Forces PR Branch".
Campion in turn worked for over 15 years in
the film and TV industry not only as a visual
effects artist but also as an editor and director.

Recently VRAI signed a f288000 con-
tract to develop a multi-launch rocket system
tactical simulator for the British Army. This
follows on from its experience with the Royal
Air Force, where it used a combination of VR
and data capture technology to measure and
predict the performance of training pilots.

Goldhawk wonders whether O'Connor
who, as well as being a managing director of
VRAI has been chairman of the Irish Defence
and Security Association since 2020, will be
advising the association's members to seek
similar contracts from the various arms of
Britain's military.
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DREWHARRIS
AND MIs
DREW HARRIS became Garda
commissioner in 2018, having served
as deputy chief constable of the PSNI,
2014-18. His RUC/PSNI duties once
involved liaison with MI5. The selection
committee for his appointment included

responsible for the worst crime in the history
of the Irish state, the 1974 Dublin-Monaghan
bombings. The Irish government had asked
London on various occasions for the GG
files, only to be rebuffed. Livingstone and
his colleagues missed the potential Dublin-
Monaghan conflict of interest.

Livingstone has great faith in the bona
fides of MI5. Hence, the notion that anyone
- let alone Harris - might have discovered
somethins untoward in the files did not

MEAT AND THE CITY
A YEAR ago this month, the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
issued a light-hearted tweet featuring a
photo of Kim Cattrall of Sex and the City
with the tagline: "Ready to be healthier,
wealthier and more fabulous? Cut down
your red meat intake." This was the
proverbial red rag to the oh-so-touchy
agri lobby, with "horrified" then-IFA
president Tim Cullinan clutching his
pearls as he explained the "huge rage"
(really) among members.

The agri sector is constantly pushing out
pro-meat and pro-dairy messaging, much of
it of highly dubious provenance, through the
media, advertising and directly into schools.
But this does not inhibit it from wanting to
censor others who express views at variance
with industry talking points.

A chastened EPA duly complied and
deleted the offending tweet, despite scientists

the interim chief constable occur to him. Yet, there must be
of the Scottish police,Iain 4f something atrocious somewhere
Livingstone. -n in the archives. Why else did

ln 201 l. a repom by the @S Y ^ the PSNI and def'ence ministry
Historical Enquiries Team raised lffi"- ffi,.f\ eventually pay the Miami litigants
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an RUC Special Branch agent in ' 
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questions about The Glenanne

Like all UK police officers, Harris '# 
Wf Gang. Nobody knows more about

signed a life-long oath to uphold Y "5. those responsible for the Dublin
Britain's Official Secrets Act.In DrewHarris and Monaghan bombings than
2018, a number of commentators him."
expressed concerns that his Garda ; Alas, unless Kier Starmer's government
appointment might generate a conflict of I gives Harris a dispensation, he will have to
interest because Haris would have to remain I remain silent.
silent about some of the intelligence secrets
from his time in the north.

In response in October that year, Harris
told the joint Oireachtas committee on justice
and equality that "some of that commentary
has been ill-founded".

Stephen Travers, who survived the Miami
Showband massacre tn 19J5, disagreed. He
and others were pursuing a legal action against
the PSNI chief constable and the British
defence ministry over the massacre, alleging
state collusion with the UVF.

In 2018, Travers told RTE that, during the
preceding eight years, "the Office of the Chief
Constable, of which Drew Harris is the second
most senior officer, has blocked, delayed and
frustrated our every effort to access the files
on those who murdered our three lads and
who shot me. And just last week they gave us
notice that they're seeking a Public Interest
Immunity certificate to block us from getting
their files on the notorious RUC Special
Branch agent and mass murderer Robin
Jackson. often referred to as 'The Jackal'."

The Jackal and others in the GG were also

Drew Hanis
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quit shortly aticrri arti.

In a st inging rc 'bul l .  \1,  '  :  l  : rcrc '  are
s o m e  w o n d e r t u l .  $ h i n - . : : : . , :  . '  .  " . : - . . ' r t t t t e

people working t i r r  thc [ . ' [ ' \  ! ] . . :  r  - ' .  . r rc.  l tot
being r,vell used currL'nli\

I n  a r e c e n t  i n t e n i c ' r r .  \ 1 ' .  :  -  : '  : : : r c d  t h a t
she  had  go t  appro \a l  l o  i . . . 1 . '  . ' '  '  ,  :  : :  ' r c rs ia l

tweet from her "bos: unti Lr - - \,,
clearly the decisiorl  1o pui l  i : r i  : '
at the highest level.
While EPA director
general Laura Burke
is not mentioned b1
name, the decision
to capitulate on this
tweet ultimatell lie:
with her. The ri holc-
episode represent\
an ongoing
embarrassment
for the agency.
first for its craven
capitulation to
sectoral bul lvins and
second for i ts fai lure to stand br rr.  , . . i  i t  .ratf
when attacked by vested irttc'rc.i-

1'2016 research paper br thc ( )r:  , : .1
Research Encyclopedia of Cl ir : : . ' : . '  \ -  r iniL-
notes that the state's choicc 1rf } i ' --  ' : .  : \)  hcad
the EPA ref lects how it  rattk '  t i : :  ; :  , .r-Lrnn-l€f l t
and that Burke's previou: rrr lc . , . . :-  r .  Jn
incineration company. Indar c:.  ,  : . . . l  hc'r
immediate predecessor uorkc.: : : industry
lobby group Ibec before bci:r.  .  - :r ' rnted.

As Goldhawk previou.l-r :..:" ri.'J (see ffte
Phoenix2I13 l23) , the EP.{  ; - , . . , .  : ;c 'nces to
operate large-scale pig and I\'.- i:-. :.rrnrs but,
thanks to a glaring loopholc. : , . :r  l  . : i  crtock
farms with hundreds of c:.rt t ic :- :  . , : . . . :ng tens
of thousands of tons of slLrrr' .::.' -'\Jtl)pt - &D
anomaly farm pressurL- Sr(rr i :--  . , :- '  . , ,hh-r ing
hard to maintain. Plugs:inr : i : .-  .  . ' i .holc
might be a more useful oh.rc-: . . '  : , ,r  [--P.\
management than pol ie rn:- . , .  . ,  :r teJia posts.

rh(dd

'rrloleN 
d, kg:opDrrt6

TO I(AMALA \'IAPRIS,,IW'S 
PLECE ,N
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LOUGHNEAGH
OWNER
THE EARL of Shaftesbury, a Dorset
aristocrat and former DJ who somehow
owns the bed of Lough Neagh,
has been enjoying considerable
kudos from his big announce-
ment in June that he would
"hand back" ownership of Ire-
land's biggest lake.

Among coverage of the toxic
blue-green algae that has turned
the lake into an ecological dead
zone have been lots of references
to his benevolent gesture. John
Manley in the lrish News even
speculated the earl "may well turn
out to be Lough Neagh's saviour".

But he never really promised
to hand it back. What the earl, aka
Nicholas Ashley-Cooper, actually said was
he "would like" to transfer it to "a charity or
community trust model".It sounded like the
way a parent "would like" to give a child's

toy back if the child behaved. The earl's offer
came in a 3000-word blog post in which he
also said that "this may take time". He added:
"There is currently no entity that is offering
to take it or who can guarantee to improve the
environmental health of the lough."

There you have it - the Irish aren't up to
looking after it so I'll hang on to it for now.

Frustration among the natives boiled over
into some rather ungentlemanly conduct in
August when a cup of lake water was thrown
at the earl during a visit to Belfast.

Nick earns handsome royalties from the
industrial dredging of over a million tonnes
of sand from the lake bed annually, an eco-
logically harmful practice, but the causes of
Lough Neagh's problems are bigger than just

dredging and colonial ownership.
A few days after Nick's water

incident came another unseemly
spectacle - a'vomit protest'
outside a chicken slaughtering
factory in Craigavon. Hundreds
of activists from around Ireland,
who had gathered for this year's
Climate Camp on the lake shore,
appeared to throw up gallons of
green sludge at the gates of the
Moy Park factory.

They were drawing attention
to the main cause of the lake's
demise - a lethal combination of

intensive farming and poor regulation, result-
ing in vast quantities of run-off from fertiliser
and slurry flowing into waterways.

The Stormont government has massively
incentivised food production while simultane-

ously underfunding environmental protection.
Factory farms have proliferated in the counties
around the lake. In Co Antrim alone, 20 rrl,11-
lion farm animals live in cages.

Moy Park, the north's largest business by
turnover, has breached environmental laws
hundreds of times in relation to the discharge
of effluent from its facilities, a BBC investiga-
tion revealed in June.

A basic first step in saving Lough Neagh,
which supplies 43Vo of the north's drinking
water, would be an independent environmen-
tal protection agency (EPA) - something the
north remarkably still doesn't have thanks to
the hugely powerful agri lobby.

When the first and deputy first ministers
launched their draft Programme for Govern-
ment last week, campaigners were dismayed
to see no mention of'an independent EPA in
Michelle O'Neill and Emma Little-Pengelly's
document. The lobbvists can take a bow.

MARIE DONNELLY has had some baffling
media outings since taking over as Climate
Change Advisory Council chair in 2021 but a
recent comment on RTE's Morning Ireland
was her most baffling yet. On the subject of
what consutners c&n do to help reduce agri-
cultural emissions, she sai.d we should eat
less sugar and more fruit and vegetables.

Sugar? She didn't mention red meat or
fuiry,byfar the biggest culprits when it
comes to emissions.Is she auditioningfor a
job as a health guru? Or could it be that old
chestnut -fear of incuning the wrath of lre-
lnnX s all-pow erful agri-fo od lobby ?

UNFULFILLED
LEGACY
MANY PEOPLE presume that the
British government's decision to repeal
the 2023 Legacy Act, which halted
Troubles-related inquests and inquiries,
is a major success for the Government
here, all northern parties, and victims'
groups and human rights organisations
in the north. Not so fast. Northern
secretary Hilary Benn maintains the
curious position of keeping in place the
so-called Independent Commission for
Reconciliation and Information Recovery
(rcRrR).

The Legacy Act created the ICRIR, which
relatives and victims groups have repudiated.
Human rights groups such as Amnesty and
the Committee on the Administration of
Justice also maintain the ICRIR is incapable
of acting independently and that the northern
secretary retains too much control. For them,
the ICRIR is fatally tainted by its origin in
the Legacy Act, which Conservatives made
no bones about admitting was designed to
prevent investigation of killings and injuries
committed by British soldiers.

Further criticism is levelled at the body
because its chief investisator is the Northern

Ireland Office's favourite former RUC man,
ex-assistant chief constable Peter Sheridan.
Critics ask how he can investigate actions of
his former colleagues. Relatives For Justice
called the recruitment of personnel with
"intelligence experience' a "spookfest".

It's no good for the body's chair, former
lord chief justice Sir Declan Morgan, to talk
about its "unprecedented powers" to compel
individuals and organisations to
provide information if its ability
to investigate is inherently flawed.
The ICRIR lacks any credibility.
Benn admits it needs some
changes but won't say what. Even
T6naiste Miche6l Martin said a
fortnight ago that it needs "root-
and-branch reform".

Other credible figures have
gone further. Former police
ombudsman Baroness O'Loan says
simply that the ICRIR should be
scrapped, while victims groups and
relatives are boycotting it.

After initially refusing to answer
questions about its workload, the body
issued an "accountability update" late on
Sunday September 8, which was anything
but accountability. Since it began operating
in May, it seems there have been only 85
inquiries, which have initiated eight cases.

It appears that most of the inquiries have
come from English victims of the IRA rather
than from people in the north. The only case
the ICRIR has said it's investigating is the
1974 Guildford pub bombing with English
casualties, although everyone knows who
carried it out. Given there are 3,600 deaths and
40,000 injuries that's hardly a rush of interest.

Compare the hundreds of cases with the

Police Ombudsman's office and inquests that
the Legacy Act shut down.

It's pretty obvious the ICRIR won't do
and that Benn is keeping it on the stocks until
something else is agreed. He can't take action
now anyway because there's a legal challenge
to the ICRIR to be heard in the Court of
Appeal in the coming months. What Benn has
made clear is that the long-promised public

inquiry into the 1989 murder
of Pat Finucane will be the last
one, despite a High Court judge
recommending one into the LVF
killing of GAA man Sedn Brown.

In any case, inquiries are one-
offs with each costing millions
and which don't take the legacy
question any further on.

The question is what to replace
the ICRIR with? Sinn F6in want
to go back to the 2014 Stormont
House agreement that was ratified
by both governments in January
2020. Unionists don't want to do

that but so far haven't proposed anything else.
It looks like another round-table conference

with both governments and all parties trying
for the umpteenth time to devise a process.
The difference this time is that - unlike the
Conservatives, who are complicit in the most
egregious cases of collusion and undercover
security force killings in the 1980s - Labour's
excesses were mostly 50 years ago and
concerned individual security force operations
rather than political direction and securocrat
connivance that the last Conservative
government was anxious to conceal.

Nevertheless, the inevitable delay means
more victims and relatives will die before they
know the truth.
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way out of that clause given the savagery of
the last 10 months rnGaza.

Harris and Martin have argued that their
new legal inquiries have been triggered by the
ICJ's ruling on the occupied territories and its
demand that all countries abstain from trade
with Israel.

We have been here before.
In the run-up to the formation of the

coalition Government rn 2020, then foreign
minister Simon Coveney made repeated and
bombastic claims at the United Nations and
elsewhere that Ireland was the Palestinians'
best friend - a cynical tactic that helped the
Government to outmanoeuvre rivals Canada
for a slot on the UN Security Council.

Within days of this strategy working as
we snaffled the council seat in Jtne 2020,
Coveney returned to negotiations for the
coalition Government and blocked Black's
bill - an easy mark given the manner in which
the Cabinet-hungry Fianna F6il and Greens
collapsed with a whimper.

Could it be that FF and FG are becoming
exercised by Irish anger at Israeli genocide
and the imminence of a general election? And
will their new mood survive that election?

PEACE.WASHING
CAPTAINNAIRAC
EVERY TIME the Independent
Commission for the Location of Victims'
Remains (ICLVR) makes an initiative,
behind the scenes 'sources' swing into
action with stories depicting British
Army undercover
operative Robert
Nairac as a most
virtuous man - a
latter day 'Gentle

Black and Tan'.
Now that the
ICLVR is hinting
that it has located
Nairac's remains,
there is a renewed
effort to peace-
wash his memory.

The lrish
Independenr last week published an article
by Nairac's biographer, Alistair Kerr, who
reports some aspects of the soldier's life
accurately but denies the core of Nairac's
activities, namely, his liaison and collusion
with loyalist murder gangs, in particular the
notorious Glennane gang.It has been reported
by multiple sources that Nairac was involved
in the planning of the Miami Showband
murders and the Dublin-Monaghan bombings,
among other atrocities.

Ken admits that Nairac was an SAS
liaison officer but not that he was a member
of the SAS and says he was elsewhere when
various atrocities in which he was accused
of "complicity, if not active involvement"
occurred. He states that between May
1975 and June 1976 he was either with his
regiment, the Grenadier Guards, or training.
Presumably impeccable British Army sources
will rush to confirm this alibi.

Kerr also says that Nairac was a member
of the innocuous sounding Northern Ireland
Training and Advisory Team, which gathered
intelligence at the time.

\

\p.ikr.nrue,

Here is what Goldhawk had to say about
this (see The Phoenix3ll5lI9). Nairac was
"part of a secret army unit that went under
a variety of names such as the Det or the
Northern Ireland Training and Advisory
Teams (NITAT). NITAT, a cover name for
the Special Reconnaissance Unit (SRU),
provided information as to the whereabouts of
targets for the SAS and RUC Special Branch,
and ran British Army agents who were the
trigger pullers in black ops".

Even Kerr's account of Nairac's innocent
sojourn in Belfast and South Armagh
indicates that Nairac was involved in
undercover work during a period (mid 1970s)
when little was known about collusion but
which we now know was rampant.

Kerr has an interesting CV that proves he
has good sources at the top level in the British
security apparatus as it includes periods as
a special projects advisor at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) in the counter-
terrorism department, as he describes it.

Also in the FCO, Alistair claims to
have "reduced parliamentary team's and
counter-terrorism department' s workload by
dealing directly with MPs who tabled large
numbers of written parliamentary questions
(2006) to resolve their concerns quickly and
efficiently".

Kerr is a British military history geek and
he has also written a work entitled Dublin
University Officers' Training Corps and
the Easter Rising, which he describes as an
account of the "successful defence against
the rebels by its Officers' Training Corps of
Trinity College, Dublin".

Sounds like a ripping yarn.

NUI CHANCELLOR
ELECTION
THE PATRICIAN Seanad mav be under
threat from a vulgar populism in these
menacing times but standards have been
maintained in academia where a small
portion of the 250,000 or so graduates
of UCD, UCC, UofG, Maynooth
University, the RCSI and the IPA will
next month vote for the sixth chancellor
of the National Universitv of Ireland
(NUI) in 116 years.

The famous five academics include Eamon
de Valera, Sir Garret FitzGerald and recently
retired mandarin Maurice Manning, himself
a former senator and an academic of some
distinction. Do the two current aspirants
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to this exalted position - chair of the NUI
convocation, Linda O'Shea Farren; and
Michael B Murphy, immediate past president
of the European University Association and
former UCC president, among other things
- compare to these titans of public service
and academic
excellence?

Linda certainly
exhibits a sense
of the confidence
required for such
a position and in a
l5-page, 4.000-plus-
word appeal to
graduates, she
recounts the many
campaigns and
activities that she
has engaged in over
the years. These
include her work in
government as programme manager after she
was appointed to, or rather imposed on, then
justice minister Nora Owen by taoiseach John
Bruton in 1995.

Murphy has a stellar record in senior NUI
positions, with perhaps more impressive
academic distinctions, although he did not
need 15 pages to list the multiple national and
international posts he has held in places such
as Chicago, London and third-level European
institutions.

Despite her impressive CV,her
connection with Bruton and indeed Bill
and Hillary Clinton (she raised funds
for the latter's presidential campaign 16
years ago) as well as her campaigning and
undeniable ambition, O'Shea Farren has an
unfortunate electioneering record of almost
unprecedented disappointment.

Linda's four attempts at securing a Seanad
seat on the NUI panel as an Independent
between 1997 and 2011 failed, as did her
three efforts to win a Dublin City Council
seat in the Pembroke area standing for Fine
Gael in 2014,2019 and more recently last
June.

The earlier mooted candidacy of the super
Irish EU bureaucrat. now retired. Catherine
Day, as the next chancellor looked to be an
insuperable obstacle for Linda until Day
rebuffed overtures to stand from senior NUI
persons.

But Murphy's impressive record and his
base among graduates of UCC, of which he
was for some years the president, should
swing it for him.

Sure, there's always the Aras.
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NATO CODS IRELAND
WHEN IRELAND concluded its
individually tailored partnership
programme (ITPP) governing continued
co-operation with Nato under Partnership
for Peace from 2024 to 2028 in February,
protection against threats to undersea
infrastructure was floated as central to
the logic of the agreement. The argument
was that the undersea explosions that
damaged the Nord Stream gas pipelines
in the Baltic Sea in 2022 meant the threat
to subsea cables,
gas pipelines
and the Celtic
Interconnector in
Irish waters had
risen substantially.

Whether it
was Nato deputy
secretary general
Mircea GeoanI,
speaking in March
2023 to Dublin-
based think-tank
the Institute of
lnternational and
European Affairs, or then taoiseach Leo
Varadkar at a European security conference in
Moldova in June 2023 or even foreign affairs
and defence minister Miche6l Martin speaking
this May to the Joint Committee on Foreign
Affairs and Defence" the Nord Stream attack
has long been cited as an example of the threat
to undersea infrastructure in our territorial
waters.

On each occasion the speakers also spoke
directly about the threat posed by Russia
to Irish security. Whether openly stated,
implied or alluded to, the connection between
our vulnerable undersea infrastructure and
Russian aggression was clear. Poor R6isfn
Dubh needed protection from a rampaging
Russian bear.

But evidence presented in a series of
reports - firstly by the New York Times; then
in a joint report from ARD, SI4zR and Die Zeit
in Germany; and last month by the Wall Street
Journal - points to a Ukrainian cell carrying
out the Nord Stream attack. The reports claim
Ukraine's then commander in chief, Valerii
Zaluzhnyi, signed off on the attack.

Conveniently, however, while the CIA and

other European intelligence agencies were
aware of the plans before the attack, they are
not implicated in these reports.

German prosecutors last month issued
the first arrest warrant for a Ukrainian diving
instructor identified only as Volodymyr Z,
who, a number of days before the arest
warrant was issued, fled from Poland to
Ukraine in a Ukrainian embassy car.

As the Nord Stream investigation gets
ever murkier and with westem intelligence
agencies seemingly around every corner, you
would think that the Irish Government might
reassess its reliance on Nato for the securitv
of undersea infrastructure. Instead, the
relationship, if anything, is deepening.

From September 9-21,Iish navy divers
will participate in the robotic experimentation
and prototyping maritime unmanned systems
(Repmus) organised by Nato maritime entities
in conjunction with the Portuguese navy.

Repmus takes place annually in Porfugal's
Troia Bay and last year more than 1400
civilian and military personnel were involved
in the Nato exercise. Some 150 underwater
drones, drone boats and drones were deployed
alongside 10 warships from Britain, France,
Spain, Portugal and Italy.

MIs BOSS: 'I KNOW
NAWTHING'
FREDDIE SCAPPATICCI was the
UK's most lethal mole in the IRA. His
codename was Stakeknife. Last March
the interim report of Operation Kenova
concluded thata string of murders he
perpetrated "could and should have been
prevented [but] were allowed to take
place with the knowledge of the security
forces and those responsible for murder
were not brought to justice and were
instead left free to reoffend again."

One of Kenova's challenges was to identify
the UK spy agency that ran Scappaticci.
Kenova concluded: "MI5 was not responsible
for how Stakeknife was targeted or run".

No less a figure than Baroness Eliza
Manningham-Buller purred with delight at
this finding.In the early 1990s she ran the
MI5 unit responsible for countering the IRA.
In2002 she became the DG of MI5, a post she
held for five years. She now runs Chatham

House, which supplies RTE with guest
speakers to educate ignorant Irish peasants
about the merits of abandoning neutrality.

After the Kenova report's publication, the
baroness confirmed, on a popular podcast
hosted by Alastair Campbell and Rory
Stewart, that MI5
had not been "aware"
of Stakeknife until it
was asked to place
him in witness
protection after his
identity had been
compromised in
the late 1990s. The
operation was a
"bad" one. not
to mention "a
disgraceful" one.

"I think,I hope,
had it been our
operation, we would have aborted it very
early on," she added. "You have to have
some moral parameters to intelligence work.
Ifyou abandon ethics and say anything goes,
you become like the people you are trying to
penetrate and you have to maintain that sense
of proportion, necessity, the law etc."

The blame for the atrocious Stakeknife
operation lay with the Force Reconnaissance
Unit (FRU) of the British army.A "former
DG of MI5" told Kenova that "the FRU
had an attitude that was 'gung ho, not well
managed, with little meaningful oversight"'.

Alas, the baroness now has a splash
of egg on her face. Embarrassing newly
discovered MI5 files have emerged (see The
Phoenix 23 18124). According to sources close
to Kenova, they show that MI5 was "actively
tasking Scappaticci" through the FRU "when
he was out and about in Northern Ireland".

"It is now clear to me", the baroness
has conceded "that MI5 had some limited
knowledge [about Scappaticci], earlier than I
had previously understood."

A key duty of MI5 is to detect hostile
Russian and Chinese secret agents operating
in the UK. It will fortify the courage of these
dastardly fiends to discover that MI5's former
DG - a specialist in anti-IRA operations no
less - was not even aware of the identity of
the most important anti-IRA secret agent on
her books.
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THATCHER'S IRON
PRINCIPLES
IN THE last edition of The Phoenix,
Goldhawk reported how three former
Irish diplomats had rallied to defend the
reputation of the late Robert Armstrong,
Margaret Thatcher's cabinet secretary.
And last week's BBC special on the
Brighton bomb underlined what an
obdurate and even principled politician
the 'Iron Lady' was when it came to the
Troubles. But
there are other
sides to this
picture.

The Irish trio
were clearly not
aware that, shortly
after they and
Armstrong had
helped conclude
the Anglo-Irish
agreement of 1985,
Armstrong had
safeguarded Sir Peter
Morrison MP, a
prolific paedophile, from arrest.

Morrison was Thatcher's private secretary.
The closest he ever came to accountability
was when he received a caution for cottaging
with underage boys in public toilets.

In 1982 Morrison took a boy to Elm Guest
House in London where the boy was abused.
The assault was reported to Scotland Yard
by the boy and his family just hours later. He
provided a statement and was examined by
a doctor. After a few months Scotland Yard
contacted the boy's father and told him that
the culprit had been sent to prison.

The family later discovered they had been
duped by Scotland Yard. Morrison had not
even been charged,let alone imprisoned.

In October 2012, a former MP and
ex-leader of the Welsh Conservatives, Rod
Richards, implicated Morrison in abuse in
Wales. He maintained that between l9l4
and 1990 approximately 650 children from
40 children's homes had been sexually,
physically and emotionally abused. Morrison
and another high-profile Conservative
politician were implicated as regular visitors

MargaretThafther

to the child care homes such as Bryn Estate
care home in Wrexham, north Wales:

In July 2014, former Thatcher bodyguard
Ba.ry Strevens revealed he told Thatcher that
Morrison hosted sex parties at which underage
boys were abused. Strevens said that, despite
passing on the allegations to Thatcher, she
later promoted Morrison to the position of
deputy chair of the Conservative party.

On November 4,1986, Antony Duff,
MI5 director general (1985-88), wrote
to Armstrong about Morrison's abuse of
children. Duff opined that Morrison was only
a minor "security danger" and at the "present
stage... the risk of political embarrassment
to the Government is rather greater than the
security danger". There was no consideration
of the ongoing risk posed by Morrison to
children.

After the Morrison memo came to light
in July 2015,Armstrong conceded: "Clearly,
I was aware of it... but I was not concerned
with the personal aspect of it, whether he
should or should not be pursued. That was
something for the police to consider. My
concern was implications of national security
and international relations."

Morrison walked free to abuse boys
unhindered for nearly another decade. He died
from a heart attack in 1995.

IRISHOACTIVE CLUBS'
LAST OCTOBER The Phoenix (see edi-
tion 20l10123)''detarled the activities of
Comhaltas na nGaedheal (CnG), which
is a local manifestation of the global net-
work of right-wing combat sports groups
or'active clubs' that have developed
throughout the US and Europe in recent
years. With over 100 active clubs world-
wide, it is notable the close links CnG has
with the international right.

As with other active clubs, CnG promotes
physical fitness and its social media channels
regularly post images and videos of members
either masked or with faces pixelated working
out in gyms, training with boxing pads or out
on multi-day and overnight hikes.

This aesthetic of hyper masculinity is
augmented by a regular stream of right-wing
propaganda.Initially CnG seemed happy to
repost articles from the likes of the Burkean

and the Meon Journal. But for over a year
CnG has also published its own Substack
newsletter, which not only focuses on anti-
immigration protests at centres such as
Coolock and Newtownmountkennedy but z
pontificates on such
topics as security
culture in r ight-wing
groups;the CnG
vision of a Gaelst6t;
and the groups vehe-
ment anti-commu-
nism.

The report last
October noted that
CnG had welcomed
active club mem-
bers from Scotland,
France and Swit-
zerland, who had
visited Ireland and even participated in anti
immigration protests alongside their internz
tional contacts. In August and September tl
year CnG was promoting on X and Telegra
the fact that its members had travelled to tn
alongside Active Club Scotland, Active Ch
France, Active Club Tallinn and Active Clt
Latvia.

CnG was not the only right-wing group
from the island of Ireland to make waves in
September. When Red Flare, a collective ol
anti-fascist investigators, revealed on X tha
Kenny Smith's far-right Homeland Party in
Britain was holding a secret conference at
Wirksworth Town Hall in the Derbyshire
Dales, it was no surprise to Goldhawk to ler
that Gareth Falls, chairperson of the NI Pec
(NIP) party, was a guest speaker.

Falls's X and Facebook accounts con-
tinually post and repost messages circulatin
conspiracy theories about Covid-19 vaccinr
the Paris Olympics opening ceremony and
sex education in schools. Falls tries hard to
dissociate himself from traditional politics
the north, posting that "unionism/national-
ism is mute now" and that neither "the kinl
nor republicanism care about us. Pawns in
system until we object". This all rings holl
though, with Falls also reposting prominen
loyalist Jamie Bryson on his X account.

Indeed, NIP leader Tony Mallon was pi
tured in 2023 with his arm around the shou
der of loyalist Jolene Bunting after a meeti
of right-wing activists in Belfast.
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GREENS'AN TAISCE
PLANNING BILL
"A SHAMEFUL attack on [An Taisce's]
-lood work has been massively defeated."
So said Green TD Steven
Matthews last week on X, cel-
ebrating the defeat of a vindic-
tive bill that sought to remove
An Taisce's prescribed role
as a statutory consultee in Ire-
land's planning system.

Matthews' party colleague,
Brian Leddin TD, explained
that the bill sought to reduce An
Taisce's "crucial role as a watch-
do_s on planning", while Fine Gael
junior minister Alan Dil lon told
the Ddil of the NGO's "important
role in our planning system".

The bill - brought by Mattie McGrath and
:Lrpported by Michael Healy-Rae and other
rLrral Independents - was defeated by I20
\ ot!-\ to 10. On the same day, however, the
Gor.-rnrnent voted through another bill that
.\n Tai:ce w'arned would make its job much
h ardc r.

Golclhuri k u onders whether Leddin. Mat-

thews and Dillon had noticed just how active
An Taisce had been during that week - and
for many months - fulfilling its "crucial role"
as a planning watchdog by raising the alarm
about the Planning Bill.It warned the bill was
"full of unlawful provisions and will not help
deliver homes, renewable energy and critical
infrastructure.It will only cause more delay."

The bill 's "centralisation of power with
Government" will enable more ministerial
interference in planning.

"These are fast-track procedures sending
major policy changes cascading through the
planning system with almost no oversight or
democratic input," it said.

To borrow a phrase from Matthews, the
Planning Bill is a shameful attack on the good

work of numerous NGOs and
thousands of members of the pub-
lic who challenge unlawful deci-
sions. It's a developers' charter
whose authors clearly set out to
restrict access to justice.

The bill has profound climate
implications. It will help fast-track
fossil fuel infrastructure and even
data centres, giving future min-
isters more power to classify any
project as "strategic" (and thus
harder to object to) and reducing
public participation in planning.

Sinead Mercier, an academic
who previously worked for the Green Party,
wrote on The Ditch website that the Govern-
ment was "setting in train the largest amount
of high carbon infrastructure ever built in the
history of the state". She asked: "Why would
Green Party members allow their party to
leave such a legacy?"

A specific legacy could be a giant LNG

terminal on the Shannon Estuary. The bill
passed just days after a High Court victory for
Shannon LNG - the court ruled that Eamon
Ryan's 2021'Policy Statement' supposedly
banning LNG was too flimsy and ordered An
Bord Pleanr{la to reconsider Shannon LNG's
planning application. And the bill itself
included last-minute Government amend-
ments that specifically designated LNG as
"strategic" infrastructure.

Shameful indeed.

ONE OF the features of our post-truth,
Trumpian world is the increasing confidence
of some conunentators to disregard science,
logic and other boring stuff peddled by what
one of George W Bush's aides derisively
c ulle d the " re ality -base d community".

Take Matt Cooper's column in last Sun-
day's Business Post. 1n one of the more
disturbing comment pieces of the year, he
demanded more data centres, more fossil
fuel projects and more airport passengers.
By limiting these we are committing "acts of
self-sabotage", he claimed with no apparent
irony.

It was like reading about afictional world
in whichfossilfuels, data centres andflying
were not accelerating us towards what cli-
mate scientists warn is a point of no return.
"Ireland should build, build, build, as many
of these new data centres as possible," Coop-
er proclaimed, "to surf that wave of where
the AI revolution is taking the world."

Where the AI revolution is taking the
world is several dangerous places, including
an exponentinl rise in energy consumption.

Embracing AI uncritically is the real act
of self-sabotage.

E t4  t56 lON6

Steven Matthews

DUBLINBOMBS: MORE
DISCLOSURES
\\ HEN DREW Harris was appointed
Garda commissioner in 2018,the public
\\ a\ assured that there was no conflict
, )t' interest between his new post and
hi. tbrmer RUC/PSNI role. Hanis had
.Cr\ ed as deputy chief constable of the
I)S\l and was deeply involved in RUC-
\  l l -5  l ia ison.

Yc-t. a conflict arose over the greatest
-:.:rL' in the history of the state, the UVF's
I ).:t'l in-Monaghan bombings of l9l 4.

\n army of researchers, family members
.::rJ nrany politicians are convinced the RUC
.,::; \ll5 had foreknowledge of the attack
.rc l/re Phoenix 17l4124). A lot of suspicion

r.:ll. on the parts played by Billy Hanna and
R 't''in Jackson, two UVF leaders with links to
I l :r t i 'h intel l igence

If any member of the UVF gang was a
[]i-rtish a-sent, it follows that the archives of
:ir.' RUC/PSNI and MI5 could help solve the
.rirnc-. The British go$ern-ent hai repeatedly
rr'l'used to share the files. Harris was once

responsible for the RUC archive.
John O'Brien, a retired Garda chief

superintendent, is the author of The Great
Deception, published earlier this year, about
the bombings. He has called for Harris to
divulge what he knows - something that
could occur if the north's new secretary of
state, Hilary Benn, and his cabinet
colleagues in London, give Harris
the green light to talk.

O' Brien's intervention
prompted a response from
the Garda's director of
communications, which confirms
Harris's conflict of interest:
"Information and intelligence
gathered by a police officer
belongs to the police service they
worked for at the time. It does not
belong to the individual police
officer after they leave that police
service."

O'Brien's book reveals the depth of Garda
co-operation with The Hidden Hand,the
groundbreaking 1993 Yorkshire Television
documentary about the I9l4 bombings.
During the broadcast, the late Eamon
Doherty, Garda commissioner (1987-88) -
appointed by Charles Haughey - pointed the
finger at British intelligence involvement.

O'Brien reveals that D/Sup Tom Connolly
acted as liaison with the programme and that:
"Formal overt [Garda] co-operation with the
media was unheard of in the force. I served
at that time and I can wholehear-tedly confirm
that the media posture was conservative

and closed. It suggests that there was a very
strong desire to set the record straight insofar
as the car bombings were concerned."

O'Brien highlights the fact that the
UVF lacked the skill to make recrystallised
ammonium nitrate, the key ingredient of
the Dublin bombs. (Nitrate was not used

in the Monaghan bomb.) The
Provisional IRA, however, had
mastered the process.

O'Brien quotes Lt Col Wylde
of the British Army, who said
that "throughout the summer of
l9l4 we recovered at least 1,000
lbs" of the IRA's nitrate "every
week". No account ledgers were
maintained.

O'Brien argues convincingly
that British operatives could have
supplied the impounded nitrate to
the UVF bomb gang.

Underlying this, O'Brien
focuses on the evidence of Lt Col George
Styles, also of the British Army, who revealed
that captured IRA nitrate was used in bombs
detonated by undercover British operatives.
This was done to give the military an excuse
to search locations of interest to them
adjacent to the areas the dirty tricks unit had
just bombed. This could have provided the
blueprint for the Dublin attacks.

*
Drew Harris

reNX@
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BRIT SPIES TARGET
RUSSIAN SPIES
THE SUNDAY TIMES has over-reached
itself with that story about a Putin "agent
in the Oireachtas". Stories about the
use of a honeytrap -"a striking looking
female agent (used) to entertain the
politician romantically", as the recent
SZ story put it - and other
James Bond-type fantasies
provoked much hilarity. That
the story became the subject
of mockery in the Seanad last
week indicates how seriously
it has been taken, even by
Government  po l  i t i c ians.

This 'scoop' will undermine
the revived Cold War narrat ives
purveyed by the Aawrish edition
of the SZ in recent years, which
has painted Russia,Iran, China
and various other entities as 'the

enemy' and the West as a haven
of democracy and goodwill
towards all nations.

The article by SZ security correspondent
John Mooney boasts that the existence of
agent "Cobalt" was "one of the state's most
closely guarded secrets". Apparently, his
willingness to arrange for contact for his
Russian handler with northern paramilitaries
was part of a plan to "undermine relations
between the UK,Ireland and the EU and
draw attention away from Ukraine". Cunning,
hey?

Unfortunately for his readers, Mooney
explained that "Agent Cobalt has engaged in
many activities that have undermined public
trust in institutions, though for legal reasons
we cannot say how" and "the full scale of
Cobalt's activities is still a mystery". How
disappointing.

What Goldhawk finds even more
disappointing is that after years of reporting
on spies in Ireland, Mooney and the Irish SZ
newsroom appear not to have cracked the real

espionage story - namely, the infiltration of
a raft of institutions in this country by British
intel over decades. It is a fact that inost
embassies, and certainly those of powerful
western states, house diplomats and spies
whose duties involve intelligence gathering
as a matter of course. The notion that our
'nearest neighbours' would not be so impolite
is laughable.

It is also a fact that British intelligence,
like their allies in EU states and the US,
use political, business, diplomatic and
media cover to influence people and gather
information in key areas of society. The SZ
may have no such agents in its employment in
Ireland but the newspaper is widely regarded
in media and security circles to be a favoured
outlet for MI5 in parlicular.

It must be frustrating for Irish journalists
working for the SZ that they rarely, if ever,
receive scoops about - or from - a much
nearer intelligence agency in Blighty. After
all. these are the same sources that are so

helpful in providing information
about 'enemy' states in the east
and even republicanism in the
north during the Troubles and
since.

The SZ and Mooney have
instead been forced to focus
on China,Iran and Russia, as
rvell as Muslim and other non-
western states, with lurid stories
about dastardly plots and much
sermonising about how we are nol
pulling our weight in defence of
the west. One presumes this bent
is down to the control exercised
by SZ overlords in London and

their intel sources there.
Recently, the real SZ in London

editorialised about how the Ukraine war
had triggered a rethink about Nato's greater
relevance; how Donald Trump was correct
to lecture those Nato members that did not
spend enough on arrns; and how all Nato
members should spend more on Nato. The
Irish edition editorialised in agreement, with
no difference in meaning and little difference
in phraseology, even though our Government
insists we are not Nato members (see The
Phoenix 19l4124).

In the same edition that recently carried
the Putin agent story, the S7's Irish edition
also editorialised about the plight of Irish
peace keepers in south Lebanon as Israel
became more threatening. The advice
proffered was as follows: "Now the fiction
underpinning Unifi I's'peacekeeping'
mandate has disappeared, it's time to get our
troops out of Lebanon."

* -
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KeirStamer

. .YODKA AND CAVIAR.. . . . .WHO ORDERED THE VODKA AND CAVIAR?.. .

Is this because British PM Keir Starme
edging even closer to Israel with continue
arms supplies and other forms of military
support?

ISRAEL'S ALLIES
ISRAELI DIPLOMATS and PR spinn
are aghast at the Irish response to the
carnage rn Gaza but they may have
been pleasantly surprised at the benign
treatment their state and the mad bomb
of the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF)

received from the lrish Timer recently.
17' journalist Ronan McGreevy reported

recently on the anniversary of the Hamas
invasion of Israel. the killing of I ,200 Israe
and the capture of many hostages with
copious quotes from Ireland's new chief
rabbi. Roni Wieder. These went along the
lines of: "There is immense sadness [amon6
the Jervish communityl at the suffering of
innocent Palestinians
but most attribute
that to the tactic of
Hamas".

Jewish
Representative
Council of Ireland
chair. Maurice
Cohen, was
quoted as saying:
"Everybody is
horrified by civilian
deaths [in Lebanon]
but there was no war
on October 6th [the
day before the Hamas invasion last year]".

Cohen also said: "The Irish Government
seemingly victim-blaming Israel."

Wieder also said that Jews here "strongly
agree with the necessity of the war and its
aims" but that not all of them agree lvith eve
action Israel has taken. This naturally led to
the story being headlined, "Jelvish communi
strongly backs war, says chief rabbi".

This led to a complaint to the newspaper
from Wieder and a statement in its correctior
and clarifications section saying the headline
"did not fully reflect" Wieder's comments
(even though his mild qualifications were
quoted in the story). The IT obligingly
repeated these quotes in its clarification, ie
'that not all Irish Jews agree with every actic
Israel has taken' and other quotes.

It is a pity then that the rather supportive,
uncritical article did not give a full flavour
of the group that organised the anniversary
event, the Ireland Israel Alliance (IIA), by
publishing a few of i ts quotes.

The alliance is headed by Christian
fundamentalist Jackie Goodall. who hails
from north Kerry. The IIA is the third group
in the last decade to battle for Israel in
Ireland, with the endorsement of the Israeli
Embassy, reflecting the increasingly religiou
confessional tone of the Israeli government a
it moved towards the creation of an exclusivt
sectarian state.

Goodall describes herself as a "Christian
Ziontst" and she wamed some years ago
that our "Judeo-Christian heritage" faces
three enemies: "humanism... political
correctness... and the growth of Islam".

Whatever about Islam, the first two of
these characteristics would be shared by man
1Z readers and sensibly the newspaper did no
share this information with them.

Jackie Goodall
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jobbing money go? Into SF's coffers
obviously - whoever knew about this jiggery-
pokery didn't design it to benefit a party
official.

Given these circumstances, it is entirely
possible that when O'Neill denied she
noticed McMonagle standing a few feet
from her r,vhile working for the British Heart
Foundation (BHF) after being expelled from
SF, it could have been because she never
knew he worked for her.

More questions arise. How many people in
SF knew McMonagle had been sacked from
his job and expelled from the party before it
became public knowledge he was charged?
Is it possible that the HR manager whom
the BHF phoned to check McMonagle's
references didn't know why he had left SF's
employ?

McDonald's response that the imbroglio
in the north calls for a "complete overhaul of
governance" in the party puts it mildly to say
the least. Someone knew what was going on
but kept the lid on it until it blew off.

At least in the north it will fade away
because no one wants to provoke another
crisis leading to a collapse of the executive.
A TUV attempt to propose a vote of no
confidence in O'Neill got no support at all.
It is and will continue to be a different matter
in the D6il and perhaps during the general
election.

A SPOOK NAMED SUE
AS GOLDHAWK commented recentlv.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer's 

-

recently deposed chief of staff (C/S), the
spooky Sue Gray, had become a target
for a variety of top Whitehall mandarins
as well as jealous Labour Party staffers,
some ministers and disappointed MPs
who had not become ministers (see The
Phoenix23l8l24). On top of al l  that,
there was a fear that Gray's alleged
control freakery would result in a purge
of senior cabinet officials, especially
those who had rutted up against her in the
past and those that had greatly resented
her damning inquiry into Borisgate.

The ner,vs of Gray's own demise - instead
of those who felt they were targeted - was
thus greeted with the popping of champagne
corks around Whitehall a fortnight ago. One
man who may have felt enveloped in a warm
thrill of schadenfreude is cabinet secretary
Simon Case, regarded by some - especially
Simon - as Gray's number one target.

A recent biography of Kemi Badenoch
by British peer Lord Ashcroft revealed that
Simon had blocked Sue from becoming
Badenoch's chief handler when she was
secretary of state for trade two years ago. A
large part of Case's motivation was down
to Gray causing serious disruption to Case's
masters in the cabinet with her Partygate

report, which led to the resignation of Boris
Johnson as PM.

As Goldhawk also noted, Case discreetly
let it be known recently that he intended to
step down in the near future due to "health
problems". It was reported at the time that this
move came as Gray was just getting into her
stride, with moves to shake up Whitehall and
overhaul the civil servlce.

Oh, the irony then
when it emerged
that the purge was in
fact implemented in
reverse. Even worse
for Gray is that,
while she is now in
that most meaningful
of jobs - Starmer's
envoy to the regions
and nations - she
was despatched
to Case's office to
negotiate with her
nemesis the terms

Sue Gray

of her departure from the top job as the PM's
C/S.

There are further ironies in the semi-public
bralvling among Starmer's advisors, with both
Gray and Morgan McSweeney - who has
now taken her C/S post - beins described as
friends of Ireland (Gray becauie of her time
in various government capacities in the north
and McSweeney because of his Macroom, Co
Cork origins).

The most interesting aspect of Gray's CV,
however, came with repeated assertions by
senior Whitehall figures that she was a spook
and certainly Sinn F6in in the north regarded
her as a securocrat.

McSweeney, alternatively, earned the
image of a political mastermind who won the
general election for Labour.

The amount of spinning from Gray and her
enemies - ie from Gray and McSweeney's
respective handlers - resulted in one
particular charge; as levelled in the Tory-
leaning Times of London. This was that she
had been accused of "subverting cabinet
ministers in an effort to secure a government
bailout to cover the f310 million cost of
rebuilding a derelict stadium in Belfast...
a dilapidated Gaelic games venue to host
matches at the 2028 European football
championship".

That would be Casement Park. which
became the focus of angry protests from the
DUP and others as it was situated in Catholic
West Belfast. The Times added sweetly that
Gray had become "very close" to SF finance

A d-d ttt to € xF€ trset ^t
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minister Conor Murphy.
Gray may have been a spook but she knew

from her time in the north that rejuvenation of
Casement would be good politics.

It is not known what line the broth of a
boy from Macroom took on this issue but he
hardly gave Gray much suppol-t as he moved
heaven and earth to grab herjob.

DREARYEU RHETORIC
EOIN DREA wrote rn Politico.ie last
May that, despite the Ukraine war.
"there's one [EU] member country that
won't be helpin-e to defend Europe any
time soon. That country/ is Ireland." He
concluded his article saying: "Two things
are cefiain: Ukraine will keep fighting;
Ireland will keep freeloading."

A fortnight ago,
again in Politico.
ie,Dreary referred
to Ireland's "lazy
and increasingly
dangerous economic
dependency on
Washington.
Fundamentally
weakening its role in
the ELr." In the /r ' ish
Times last month
he said Ireland was
failing to enforce
EU data protection
rules; had a creative approach to rules on
taxing US multinational; sacrificed senior EU
trade commissioner (Phil Hogan) in an act of
kamikaze politics; and failed to spend money
on arms.

Dreary's output of Euromaniac rants
contains much more like this but the
researcher is employed by the Wilfried
Martens Centre for European Studies. the
official think-tank of the European People's
Party, the European Parliament group that
Fine Gael MEPs belong to.

After he joined the big boys in Europe,
Dreary maintained other, more direct links
with the Blueshirts and was a board member
of the party's Policy Lab, during which time
he also lobbed ideological, EU hand grenades
into party leader Leo Varadkar's bunker.

Eoin Drea

Pfl@fNlxffi
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HONEY TRAP:
RUSSIAN OR BRITISH?
THE SUNDAY TIMES may have
unintentionally opened a can of worms
with recent articles claimine that the
Russian secret
service was
running an agent
dubbed'Cobalt '
in the Oireachtas.
The real scandal
more likely
relates to a British
secret service
asset operating
inside Garda
intelligence, who
was responsible
for the leak of the
fishy allegation to
the newspaper in the first place.

The SZ reported that Garda intelligence
allegedly came to "believe the Russians might
have obtained Kompromat (compromising
information) on [Cobalt], possibly during his
travels abroad."

When an intel l igence service sets out
to entrap a male target through sexual
blackmail, it is not always necessary to lure
him into bed with a 'swallow', a female
sexual partner in the pay of a spy agency.
Such operations often fail for various reasons,
ie because the target is faithful to his partner.

Instead, dity trick operators can resort
to a tactic that produces the same result: the
incapacitation of a target. In this scenario,
drops of Rohypnol or a similar substance are
injected into the victim's glass and he is then
carried to a hotel bedroom where all sorts
of photographs can be staged while he is
unconscious.

Goldhawk and others have reason to
believe that Cobalt was the entirely innocent
victim of such a drugging.

The Cobalt affair apparently began in
2019. Why has it only emerged now, after
five years? Is it because the target ofthe leak

recently launched an initiative that displeased
UK security services?

A number of disturbing points have
been raised in a forensic examination of the
Cobalt affair in a blog by Michael C Murphy,
the CEO of security and intelligence firm
SITARMS, who was formerly Lt-Col Murphy
and is the retired director of J2, the Defence
Forces intelligence arm. His article is entitled,
"Never Mind Cobalt Who is Hansen?"

'Hansen' is the name Murphy attributes
to the source of the Cobalt story. Murphy's
immediate reaction upon reading the,SZ
article was that "there was a serious leak
of state TOP SECRET intelligence to the
media".

Murphy proceeds to quote the section
of the SZ article where Hansen alleged that
"Cobalt's finances were initially examined
to try to establish whether he was receiving
money, but their inquiries produced nothing
suspicious".

Murphy asks: "Did the then Minister for
Justice, Mr Flanagan, approve the Gardai

Continued on poge 6

READERS OF last weekend's Business Post
will have spotted a grovelling apology to one
Ronan Minahan. But it looks like the issue
has not gone away,with a High Court outing
still pencilled in for November 11 as part of
legal proceedings that kicked off in 2019.

The Post's mea culpa related to a De-
cember 2018 story it published, headlined
"Ex-Aryzta executive fails in his unfair
dismissal action".It identified Minahan as
the ex-Aryzta exec in question and sai.d he
had issued proceedings before the Workplace
Relations Commission (WRC) claiming to
have been unfairly dismissed, as well as
parallel proceedings in the High Court.

The paper was interested in the Aryzta
(formerly IAWS) story because it was once
one of the success stories on the stock
market, at least until it migrated its listing
to Switzerland. As the company struggled,
senior executives exited in early 2017, while
Minahan was promoted to head of the
group's Americas division before also exiting
the company later that year.

According to the Post apology, its article
was "entirely incorrecf' as Minuhan "had
no involvement whatsoever in the WRC and
High C ourt proceedings mentionet'.

In December 2019,proceedings were
initinted in the Four Goldmines by Minahan
against Post Publications and that case is up
again later this month. Neither Minahan's
legal eagles, Mclnnes Dunne Solicitors, nor
Post editor Daniel McConnell responded to
Goldhawk's queries about the spat.

Uladimir Putin

ROWNTREE PESELECTION EOY

HIGH.FLYING KITE
IT HAS BEEN an eventful month for
Darren Smith's Kite Entertainment TV
production oqffit. Last weekend, its new
series for RTE of lreland's Fittest Fami-
lies was postponed following the tragic
death of one of the young participants. A
week earlier, however, Kite had landed
the gig for an Irish version of the hugely
popular BBC show, The Traitors. This
turns out to be good news for concert pro-
moter extraordinaire, Denis Desmond.

Kite has been involved in an array of
forgettable Irish light entertainment shows,
including Love in the Country and The Deirdre
O'Kane Show. Where Smith earns his crust is
by landing contracts to produce local versions
of proven hit international shows. Hence Kite,
is behind Gogglebox lreland, Ireland s Got
Thlent and, now, the Dutch-created reality
show The Traitors.

The latter announcement got the journos
salivating and countless pics of the presenter
of the UK show, Claudia Winkleman, suddenly
appeared in the Irish media under headlines
like, "Battle to be lreland's Claudia Winkle-
man", while the lrish Times news section even
referred to the "nail-biting game of deception"
(not a reference to management's dealings
with the paper's hacks).Within a couple of
days the Indo reported that Kite had received
over 5,000 applications.

While this is good news for managing
director Smith, it is also going down well
with MCD moneybags Denis Desmond and
his partner, Caroline Downey, whose Gai-
ety Investments vehicle took a 45Yo stake in
Kite when the company was incorporated in
2004. Given the size of the Desmond coffers,
this was a smart move for Smith and he has
done rather well out of the affangement, even
emerging unscathed after Kite produced the
flop show, Anglo: The Musical, backin2012.

Financially, Kite has been good to its 55%
shareholder and recently filed accounts reveal
that "emoluments" for him and his fellow
director and wife, Rachel Towel, topped a very
handsome €550,000 in the year to June 2023.
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investigating the finances of a member of the
Oireachtas? Did the Minister sign a warrant
to do so? If not, by what authority was the
search conducted and at what rank?"

The SZ also reported that, according "to
flight dates seen by the Sunday Times, Cobalt
has travelled to countries, including outside
the European Union, where Russian services
operate without fear".

Murphy asks: "How did the [SZ] obtain
flight records? Were they given to [the
newspaperl by the Gardaf? Was there a breach
of GDPR?"

And what of the SZ's asseftion that
there is no "evidence of payment into
[Cobalt's] known bank accounts. So, it
was suspected that he might have been
personally compromised or his internet history
intercepted during travels abroad where
Russian intelligence operate."

Murphy wants to know: "How did the
Gardai know there was no payment into
Cobalt's bank accounts? By what authority did
they investigate a member of parliament?.. .
Who signed the Warrant to search his bank
account?"

Cobalt was placed under surveillance,
with at least one of his conversations being
"recorded". This raises more questions in
Murphy's trained intelligence mind about
the existence of a warrant for the monitoring
of Cobalt: "If there is no warrant lfor the
surveillancel by what authority was the
surveillance conducted?"

Muryhy derides the,lZ's assertion that
this "is the first known infiltration of the
Oireachtas by a hostile intelligence service".
He says this "displays naivety. There is no
such thing as a friendly foreign intelligence
service... it would be very naive to think that
the Oireachtas is not heavily infiltrated by a
number of intelligence services."

Muryhy has a chilling take on the SZ's
assertion that "expefts believe there may be
others yet to be discovered". He feels that
this "statement is a threat to any politician
who does not agree with government policy
and wishes to speak out regarding neutrality,
Ukraine, NATO, EU militarisation, etc.
What politician wants to be accused of being
a Russian agent? Speak out and be called
a Putin Puppet. This is a totalitarian state
method to quieten opposition.Is this the real

reason for this article at this time?"
Only two things are ceftain at this point:

first, there was a leak by at least one Irish/
British intelligence official to a newspaper in
breach of the Official Secrets Act. Second, the
Government is not making any noise about
finding out who was the source of the leak.

An even uglier picture is slowly swimming
into focus in the background. The Cobalt yarn
dates back to2019.In recent times Cobalt
was involved in a perfectly legitimate political
campaign, which can only have infuriated
certain interests in London. The leak of
the Cobalt story in 2024 mrght have been
designed to damage that initiative and tarnish
its author.

The worst-case scenario is that an ally
of the British secret service. MI6. in Garda
intelligence is responsible for the leak and that
Cobalt, a victim of a drugging operation while
on a foreign trip, has been very badly treated
indeed by all and sundry.

SIR GARRET MISLED
BY HAROLD WILSON
OPERATION DENTON. led bv Sir
Iain Livingstone, is looking atthe I9l4
Dublin-Monaghan bomb atrocities. It
lays much emphasis on the fact it is
an analytical review that is diligently
scrutinising all of the relevant flles.
Goldhawk would like to suggest that it
digs out the briefing papers prepared for
PM Harold Wilson prior to two meetings
he had with the Irish government in I914.

A Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)
memo recorded that Wilson stated on
September II,1974,that in "recent months
some very nasty men had been lifted on the
Unionist side. On the Friday and Saturday
of the fUlster Workers' Council] strike,25
interim custody orders had been signed and
the perpetrators of the Dublin bomb outrages
had been picked up and were now detained,
but it was impossible to get the evidence to try
them in ordinary courts."

A similar statement was prepared by the
DFA after a meeting in Dublin on November
21,I914. At it, Wilson "emphasised again
that the people who bombed Dublin were now
interned... They were certain they had the

right people, but they could not bring them to
trial."

This was not the case. The two key UVF
figures in the bombing, Billy Hanna and
Robin Jackson, were not interned nor were
others along the chain of command such as
Billy Hanna and Robin Jackson, who were
British agents.

Those at the
September 11
meeting included
Garret FitzGerald.
then Fine Gael
foreign affairs
minister. Henry
Barron, the retired
Supreme Court judge
who inquired into
the bombings, was
critical of the fact
the Irish contingent
did not ask Wilson
for details such as the names of the bombers.
Bamon could find no paper trail indicating
that what Wilson said was even passed to the
justice depafiment or garda(.

FitzGerald, who was interviewed by
Barron, stated that he would not have thought
it appropriate to respond to, or get involved in,
individual cases as this "would have cut across
the correct channels."

FitzGerald emphasised that Irish
governments should not normally take a
proactive approach in the investigation of
such matters. Yet he intervened ir-r a number
of investigations, most notably the phone-tap
inquiry,led by deputy Garda commissioner
Lany Wren in 1982-83, into the tapping of
the phones of journalists Bruce Arnold and
Geraldine Kennedy, which caused enormous
turmoil for Fianna Fr{il and nearly saw Charles
Haughey deposed as the party's leader. Why
was that an acceptable intervention but not the
probe into the slaughter of 34 people?

British prime ministers are routinely
furnished with briefing papers prior to Anglo-
Irish meetings. Britain's National Archive has
declassified hundreds of them. Livingstone
should acquire the ones prepared for Wilson in
1974 and trace them back to their root authors.
almost certainly MI5 and the RUC special
branch. After he asceftains r,vho misled Wilson
back then, he can ask himself: "Why did MI5
and the RUC muddy the rvaters thus?"

Harold Wilson

6ffief,p0&ffi,
tlfrlficttffTJ-t
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EU'S BEST FORM
OF DEFENCE
THE EUROPEAN Union's appointment
this autumn of Lithuania's Andrius
Kubilius as the blocs first defence
commlssroner is a clear sign of
an increase in the momentum
towards militarisation of the
alliance. At the same time,
the EU is negotiating defence
partnerships with Britain,
South Korea and Japan. While
the Government's much-
vaunted Consultative Forum on
International Security Policy
last year proved to be a damp
squib, the enthusiasm of the
Government for increased
intesration into EU and Nato

: l , r !
a-. -/

military projects continues unabated.
As chair of the European Union Military

Committee, Irish Defence Forces Chief
of Staff Lieutenant General Se6n Clancy
recently travelled to the US to meet with
General Charles Q Brown Jnr, the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (the US's highest-
ranking military officer). Afterwards Clancy
posted on X that he was "grateful for the
invitation to visit and discuss areas of mutual
interest including Ukraine, Middle East, @
defenceforces transformation programme and
EU-NATO relations".

On the same day (October 24) as Clancy
was being welcomed to the Pentagon, a
delegation from the Department of Defence,
led by secretary general Jacqui McCrum,
travelled to Brussels to meet with European
Defence Agency (EDA) chief executive
Jiii Sediv!. The EDA is responsible for
facilitating the integration of EU states within
the bloc's Common Security and Defence
Policy.

Ireland is currently involved in 16 EDA
projects and programmes including the joint
procurement of ammunition and chemical,
biological, radiological and nuclear protection
equipment, as well as training relating to
improvised explosive devices, military search
and maritime surveillance.

Just last June Sedn White (see The

AFFAIRS OFIHE N/TION
Phoenix 2816124\. a former Irish Defence
Forces brigadier general, was appointed by
the EDA as director for industry, synergies
and enablers. In a statement acknowledging
his appointment, White talked about how he
saw his role with the EDA, saying: "This work
is especially important in contributing to the
promotion and strengthening of the union's
defence technological and industrial base as
well as focusing on the 2023 EU capability
development priorities."

In the June edition of European Defence
Matters,the EDA's bi-annually published
magazine, the lead article, "Building a

Common European Defence
Policy in Troubled Times",
was forthright in its fervour
for increased militarisation of
the alliance. It praised the fact
that EU states are now spending
significantly more on defence,
with an increase of 407o in
defence budgets over the last l0
years and a €50bn jump between
2022 and2023.

The article asserted that,
while in the past European
defence policy was not without
controversy - with heated debates
about "strategic autonomy" and

the link between EU defence policy and Nato
- these issues were now resolved.

Without any mention of Ireland or other
neutral EU states Austria and Malta, the
article claimed: "Since the war of aggression
against Ukraine, everyone in Europe
recognises that Nato remains more essential
than ever to ensure the continent's security,
particularly after Sweden and Finland joined
the organisation."

In July 58 TDs voted against the
Government's plan to join two new EU Pesco
(Permanent Structured Co-operation) projects
and two new EDA projects. Paul Murphy of
People Before Profit castigated the proposal.
"It is part of the ramp-up of military spending
and militarisation around the world. above all
in Europe," he said.

Sinn Fdin too has long held a similar
critique of this process of militarisation.
As far back as November 2018 then MEP
Matt Carthy posted a video of himself and
other SF members protesting in Brussels as
"the European Defence Agency is hosting
a conference with EU politicians, defence
ministers & the arms industry. This is part of
the EU's ambitious & dangerous militarisation
agenda."

The question over the next month is
whether PBP and SF can make this an election
issue.

HOT AIR
gRIGAPE

LtGen Seiin Clancy

Like, I look at
someone like lan
Dempsey and I feel
l ike genuflecting.
Anyone that sees
that man should
hug him. To have
done what he has
done [presenting
breakfast shows] for
well over 30 years is
amazing. Donncha
O'Callaghan,
Sundoy lndependent Life Magozine

lf you've been holding your breath since the news
arrived in 2023 that Cill ian Murphy was making
author Claire Keegan's Smo// Ihings Like Ihese
for the big screen, and then really began counting
down the days when it had its world premiere
at the Berlin International Film Festival, well, you
can now stop with the maths and exhale. Harry
Guerin, RTE Guide

The lawyers on this list work hard for their clients
and while many are recognised by third-party
ranking firms, much of their work goes unnoticed
by the general public. Catherine Sanz on the
Business Post's vital Top 100 Lawyers list

Its butter-coloured shelves bend and journey.
There are cosy, lamp-lit nooks for sitting and
browsing. lts ceil ing and walls are mirrored,
creating little infinities in a space the size of a large
living room. P6l O Conghaile on London
bookshop, Liberia, Irish Independent

Through eyes made compassionate in her forge,
we see the irreducible, unique mystery that is
each of us. Adrienne Murphy on Laura
Kennedy's first book, Some of Our Ports,
lrish Times

A peaceful, clutter-free environment is crucial for
restful sleep, and when we surround ourselves
with fewer, well-made items that align with our
values, the bedroom becomes a sanctuary of calm
and intentionality rather than a source of stress or
excess. Pat Kane, Irish Tatler

She also describes a new exDeriment. called
the "for you" team internally, which is trying to
create content that reflects people's lives back at
them. lrish limes group MD on her paper's
fascinating new editorial strategy, as
described to The Currency

Thanks to Sally Rooney, older women will soon be
shopping around for younger lads. Katy Hayes,
lrish lndependent

To come after Patrick Kielty - of all people - was
a cringey act in biting the hand that feeds them.
Kielty has led the biggest cultural change towards
unification in lrish broadcasting, making The Lote
Lote Show a truly all-lreland affair. Larissa Nolan
on Sinn F6in's criticism of Patrick Kielty's
Lote Lote monologue,lrish Mirror

Please send suitable contributions to: 
'I'hc

Hot Air Brieadc, f 'he Phocnix, 44 Lr Baguot
St, I)ublin 2 ol crnzril: hotair@thcphocrtix.it:

t
)

Donnrha 0'Callaghan
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THE'REAL'SPIES
INIRELAND
IT'S WHAT is behind that recent
story in the Irish edition of the Sunday
Times alleging that a current Oireachtas
member is a Russian agent - a man they
labelled 'Cobalt' - that is the real story.
Goldhawk's sources insist that
the real security concern here
is that this story is a 'black

op' inspired by a British
intelligence asset in Garda
intelligence (see The Phoenix
ur1t24).

Disconcertingly, gardai hav e
yet to apprehend the source of the
leak. He is guilty of breaching
the Official Secrets Act. This is
unnerving as the source disclosed
that the leak relates to 'oone of the
most significant national security
issues in recent history".

In the meantime, the elusive source has
been dubbed'Hansen'.

Hansen portrayed the malevolent Cobalt
as someone who was helping Vladimir Putin
to reignite the Troubles. Hansen, however,
looks suspiciously like a British secret
service mouthpiece operating from within
Garda intelligence. His alarmist claims have
the appearance of an old-fashioned black
propaganda ploy designed to undermine the
reputation of Cobalt and derail a political
initiative that the Irish politician is pursuing -
one that has irked London.

Is it a coincidence that MI5 director
general Ken McCallum delivered a speech at
the Counter Terrorism Operations Centre in
London that reinforced the jolting revelations
Hansen is making about Russian dirty
tricks? The MI5 boss made his remarks two
days after Hansen grabbed the headlines in
Ireland.

McCallum asserted that, while "the
Russian military grinds aw.ay on the
battlefield [in Ukraine]... we're also
seeing Putin's henchmen seeking to strike
elsewhere".

He stressed that the "more eye-catching
shift this year has been Russian state actors
turning to proxies for their dirty work, '

including private intelligence operatives
and criminals from both the UK and third
countries".

There was more: Russian military
intelligence, the GRU, "in particular is on
a sustained mission to generate mayhem on
British and European streets: we've seen
arson, sabotage and more. Dangerous actions
conducted with increasing recklessness."

None of this would have surprised readers
of the story inspired by Hansen in the Irish
edition of the SZ. The Sunday broadsheet
been treated them to a sweeping account of
the secret adventures of the GRU's Sergey
Prokopiev of the GRU two days earlier.

Prokopiev had posed as a Russian
diplomat until his expulsion from
Ireland by the Department of
Foreign Affairs in March 2022.
He was portrayed as Cobalt's
GRU spy handler.

McCallum's warning that the
GRU was not merely active on the
battlefield but "seeking to strike
elsewhere" resonated pitch perfect
with what Irish readers of the SZ
had been told - that Prokopiev
and the GRU had been involved in
a "new phase of political warfare
against the West".

McCallum added that the GRU
was "tuming to proxies" such as "criminals".
Again, old hat to SZreaders. The paper had
reported the previous Sunday that Putin's
spies were "also using criminal gangs,
republican paramilitaries in left-wing fringe
groups and far-right extremists as proxies.
The threat is continuing to evolve."

The similarity is striking between the
DG's dire message and that fed to the SZby
Hansen at an earlier stage. Can this be a mere
coincidence or was Hansen regurgitating a
script written by British propagandists fixed
to a timetable set in London?

The .SZ told its Irish readers that Prokopiev
was "particularly interested in establishing
contacts with loyalist and republican
paramilitary groups in Northern Ireland,
which had sprung to life during the breaks
in negotiations between the European Union
and Britain".

At this time the UVF and other Lnyali-srs
were "threatening violence over the
negotiations, which proposed creating an
invisible border in the Irish Sea to prevent
the return of a land border. The Kremlin was
interested in exploiting these tensions as part

l(en Mc(allum

of its covert efforts to destabilise relations
between Ireland and Britain and the West."

Prokopiev's mission was to launch "active
measures" or "political warfare tactics" of a
kind that had been employed "by the KGB
during the Cold War". On this occasion, the
mission included nothing less than an attempt
to inflame loyalists and reignite the Troubles.

Cobalt was allegedly a part of this
ignoble operation. Gardai, SZreaders were
informed, had followed Prokopiev on a trip
that took him to a clandestine rendezvous
outside Dublin where, Hansen alleges, he
met the dastardly Cobalt, who "offered to do
whatever he could to assist" the Russian link
up with republicans and loyalists, "despite
never having engaged with paramilitaries in
his career".

Is it likely that Putin is suffering bouts
of depression in the Kremlin as he turns
the pages of GRU reports from the Irish
directorate and learns that the GRU has still
not reignited the Troubles? Or is the entire
story a mishmash of convoluted poppycock
inspired by London and foisted on an
unwitting S7l

Perhaps rve rvill find out when gardai
finally arrest Hansen - something that, of
course, presupposes they are looking for him.

NrcK CAVE(MAN)
PLAYS ISRAEL
IT WAS interesting but not surprising
to hear adverts for Nick Cave's concerts
at Dublin's 3Arena still being broadcast
right up to the day before his two
concerts on Tuesday and Wednesday
this week. indicating that ticket sales
were not goin-e at all well. This is most
unusual for artists of this fame and the
obvious lesson is that the global Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions movement
against Israel and its horrific genocide of
Palestinians has begun to bite.

Caveman's rejection of the campaign
began some years ago and he responded
with indignation to the cultural boycott of
Israel, which he described as "cowardly and
shameful" as rvell as "antisemitic at heart".

Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign
(IPSC) chair Zoe Lawlor replied: "Trying to
dress rt a't't up as soms morally superior act,
when really it's just about the cash, is beyond
contempt."

This polemic was some time before the
carnage rnGaza that started in October last
yeat.

More recently,IPSC press officer Betty
Purcell tweeted: "Israel supporter, Nick
Cave not selling well in Ireland. Radio ads
still running, and seats available. I guess
supporting genocide does not a fun night
make".

Those who thought that Cave might have
softened his attitude to the Palestinians as
they endured the depravity of the last 14
months or so were sadly mistaken.In what
deserves some sort of prize for the most
euphemistic phrase of the millennium, the
Jerusalem Post last August, 10 months into
the slaughter, quoted Caveman as saying:
"Regardless of all the horrific complications
going on in Israel at the moment, deep down,
I have a sort of abiding love for that place."

So, i t 's love, not money.
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coNoR McGREGOR'S | :1."'j'l:'l*yll*?:i'*.1:,$l:'^lf:::::\-/\rr \ \r '. rvrv\rNr/r\r \-rA. L, I rvith a senior II official, Sutcliffe had resign..d.

NEW-RIGHT SUPPORT | fr"T lT lulv-.. n:,_ ,- _ _ i. L _ :

l'ailure to provide files to the PONI inquiry.
.\ problematic common thread in all

oi these enquiries is the sharing of files.
Dublin has repeatedly asked London to
pror ide the RUC and MI5 files on D-M,
onll to be rebuffed. When Operation Denton
asked Dublin for its files, it did so via an
International Letter of Request (ILOR).
Section 9 (2) of the Crime (Intemational
Co-operation) Act 2003 stipulates that
"evidence furnished in response to requests
rvill not, without the consent of the Minister...
be used for any purpose other than that
specified in the request and evidence will be
returned to the Minister when it is no lonser
required for the purpose requested".

All was well until Operation Denton
transformed from a criminal investigation to
an 'analytical review'. This was not covered
by the ILOR process. McEntee was able
to pull all the right levers and remove that
blockage.

The PONI inquiry is not a criminal
investigation and hence requires the pulling of
ministerial levers too. How strange is it then
that Dublin has not yet found a way to share
its D-M files with the PONI inquiry and the
matter has ended up in the Four Courts?

Last June, McEntee told the Diiil that the
gardaf had "engaged with PONI over those
years in relation to a number of investigations,
including Dublin Monaghan, and is continuing
its work in providing assistance to PONI".
The co-operation was "a matter to be dealt
with through the appropriate formal channels
and is, of course. an operational matter for
An Garda Sioch6na". She added that the
gardai "remain committed to co-operating to
the greatest extent possible with Operation
Newham and PONI generally".

The D-M files have not been handed
over yet, hence the judicial review. Solicitor
Kevin Winters, acting on behalf of families
and survivors, has said that this wasoovery
demoralising" and made "a mockery" of
promises to "ensure transparency".He added:
"We now call on the authorities to do the right
thing and make these files available as soon as
possible."

The problem has become acute because
PONI is in the final stages of preparing its
report. Worse again. nothing can be done
until the election is over. a new government is
formed and a justice minister installed.

Just hours after Friday's verdict, prominent
National Party member Keith Woods

O^V^ER TEE last year much was made I rpseudonym otRoscommon narive Keith
of Conor McGregor's posts_on X qggYt I O'nn"n I posted a quore from Hand's evidencc'
his plan to run for the presidency. With I and asked: "I'm sorry but does anyone belier c
Elon Musk backing him online, it was I Conor McGregor aciually said this?" Within
no surprise to see many who should I a day the post had over one million viervs and
have known better expressing 

' 
more than 10,000likes.

s u p p o r t f o r t h e D u b 1 i n M M A n g r W o o d s f o l l o w e d u p a d a 1 . l a t e r
f igh ter ,spo l i t i ca1ambi t ions f f iw i thanother tweet tha t ran to
But given the recent civil court G ,*--*h 622 words. Having declared that

guilty verdict of assaulting re #W I# 
"-y p.ersonal opinion is there is

Ititiia Hand, it is dismaying Gk*';,ffi l".ry 
tittt. that makes,sense abour

t h a t s o m e o f I r e l a n d ' , n 6 * " f f i t h i s c a s e , a n d I w a s s h o c k e d a t
right-leaningpollticianshavei-mi*fftl?]:l.dl.^|^:1..lx*j
mai n tai ne d the ir puuii."' u p pl't Li1|Q l'":::1 l",o: :1, |3] ?'" :111'^ : : "
for him. 

--^-- ""rr"" 
M 

presented ag.ainst McGregor

McGregor quickrv,"^"^1,,.""^ I trI ffjH:,*?:*H"fl:[:J::'J::lr"tX to claim he would appeal the
"the reactions of the regimedecision. The post was taken I I -

down but screenshots of it and conormcGrego, -o1fhni3c1s"
, :, *:^:,-^ 

------"'--'-'-' 
Woods tagged McGregor in his

the replies were already spreading ^^";';:"::*:r",post, who reposted the message.. Y
across socral medra ano messaglng apps.

one of those that replied to Mc"cresor was | :iil: l:Y:i';jfl,?.I"i^Y^jl:""'-' ji"T,i:'1""'" ^""."'""";,,:-' 
I views and 12,000likes in less than 24 hours.

Margaret Alacoque Maguire, the Ireland First | 
^- " -"-

(IF) general election candidate in Longford | _ _ __
West-meath.In response to McGregor;s post, I DUB.MON BOMBS:
McGuire said: "Disgraceful from the judge
andjury" 

>r*vvrsr 
I STRANGE DELAYS

In June Maguire ran unsuccessfully in both I
the local elections in Mullingar and in the, 

I fHEnE ARE three ongoing enquiries
European Parliament elections in Midlands 

I inro rhe lgi4Dublin-tfrondltrari (O-lrt)
N o r t h - W e s t .  I - -  - - -

while neither of rF's other rwo candidates I Tit^t::lt: l:t.*:"-:.1"19F,"9yyvr'.tr rrsrlrrer (rr r| s \rlrr 'r Lwu Ld.rrL'Lrd.trs 
| 

.open, 
Garda investigation, which

in the European Par l iament e lect ions,  Phi l ip |  , -^ t_-  , l - ,nn ^ ,  .  l
I  Degan rn ly  t+ Dut never maoe a stngte. { lI jwyer or  uereK r ' i lgne.  nave commenteo |  ^ ; .*  Q^^^- ,1 i .  A^^_-r i^^ f \^^+^^u ,f rvL vr vvrv^ u"bL'v' rr*yv vv''r'-'^"-l^ 

",^ 
| arrest. second is operation Denton,publicly about the case or McGregor since hrs | ;^^,;-' ::'

rrial ended, they have in rhe past expres';l"'" I l:19lll lqT ll"iiei!9ie131djli:,9 tttnal ended, they have ln the past expressed I X* --:^'

support for his political p.onbunce-"n,.. in I Operation Newham,-an inquiry by the
February Dwyer reposted McGregor'r r*.., I l:I::Ombudsman for Northern Ireland
calling for u no votb in the rwo constitutional I GONI)' Operatio-ns Denton and Newham
referendums. Meanwhile in November 2023. I are examining collusion between the
in response to a Gript Media poll on whether I RUC and the UVF's Glenanne gang.
you would vote for McGregor in an election, I It was led by Billy Hanna and Robin
Blighe posted: "I would absolutely vote for @ | Jackson, both of whom are believed to
TheNotoriousMMA and I will endorse him if I have been British asents. Thev were
he chooses to!" I behind the D-M atrocities.

Last Friday McGregor arrived to court I This month, the High Court in Dublin
with a large entourage of supporters, including I granted leave for a judicial review brought
Independent Ireland (II) councillor Philip I against Garda Commissioner Drew Harris and
Sutcliffe. McGregor has been a big supporter I justice minister Helen McEntee for the state's

Conor McGregor
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HIGH.END
REACTIONARIES
PROMINENT NATIONAL PARTY
(NP) member Keith Woods (pseudonym
of Roscommon native Keith O'Brien)
likes to position himself at the more
cerebral end of the new right. His
assessment, however, of the NP's poor
performance in the general election is a
little wide of the mark.

Woods has quite a high prolile
internationally,
having spoken at
right-lving events
in Poland, Portugal
and the US in the
last year. and he
has over 210.000
fol lowers on X.In
the lead-up to the
election he promoted
NP candidates on
his X and Telegram
accounts and. in a
speech in Warsar'v,
he said the NP would
be the political vehicle to harness the potential
of the anti-immigration protests in Ireland.

In fact the NP's results r,vere
underr,vhelming to say the least, lvith only trvo
of its nine candidates getting above 27o and
both of them were far off a quota.

In an effort to explain this poor
performance to his follor,vers, Woods
published trvo articles. He dismissed
other right-wing parties and Independents
competing for votes with the NP as "schizos...
cranks... lorver quality people" and "tracksuit-
wearing, selfie stick-r,vaving independent
r,vho calls himself a patriot". Instead, Woods
claims that "typically, sr-rccessful nationalist
movements grow out of a core of lvell-
organised intellectual ideologues".

Woods's political judgement may be just
as questionable as those he derided.In the
r,veek leading up to the election, he tlvo tweets,
viewed over 3.5 mil l ion t imes, he questions
the basis of the civil courl's guilty verdict
against Conor McGregor for assaulting Nikita
Hand (see The Pltoenix29l l l14).

The second tr,veet r'vas reoosted bv

l(eith Woods

McGregor, which may increase Woods's
standing lvith McGregor's followers but
hardly improved the NP's election prospects.

Woods's articles also sparked an online
spat with lrish white nationalist Mick
O'Keeffe, who is regularly reposted by Elon
Musk. In a stinging exchange with Woods on
X. O'Keeffe rubbished the articles and even
described Woods as "a larper and a liar".

Independent councillor Gavin Pepper, who
ran in the Dublin North-West constituencv.
also undermined the image of the NP as
a band of intellectual ideologues. On the
Monday after the election, he released a
video in lvhich he claimed that "most of the
harassment we've got is from within our own
constituency and it is friends of the National
Party that were doing it. They were harassing
us regularly, threatening me.screaming in
my face, spreading misinformation about me,
threatening and roaring at me missus face on
numerous occasions and I won't be bullied by
them anymore. I've evidence to back that up".

Soon after, the NP candidate for Dublin
North-West, Stephen Redmond, replied
to Pepper's tlveet, imploring him in three
separate posts to phone him back. Redmond
pleaded: "The fact of the matter is that the lads
in Finglas Says No don't like you, nothing to
do lvith me or NP give me a bell 2moro".

BBC SMEARS MARTIN
McGUII\NESS
THE BBC has launched Stakeknfe, a podcast
series that looks at the activities of the late
Freddie Scappaticci, MI5's mole in the
Provisional IRA. The first episode focused on
a 1993 Cook Report (CR) documentary, which
featured an incognito Scappaticci decrying
Martin McGuinness in the car park of the
Culloden hotel on the shores of Belfast Lough.

The CR \,vas a current affairs programme
produced for ITV by Central Television and
presented by Roger Cook from 1981 to 1999.
It broadcast two programmes on McGuinness.
In the first, Sir John Hermon, chief constable
of the RUC ( 1 980- 1989), said Sinn F6in and
the IRA were "inseparable" and McGuinness
was "very central to what is going on".

When asked in a separate programme by
the BBC if he had ever been a member of the

IRA. I I cGL l inn . ' . .  r c1 ' r :  - .  "

an1  op in ion  a t  a l l  r rb r l t . i  ' .  :  . :
W h a t  I ' m  : a r  i n g  i ' .  I ' n  :  :  .
I R A :  I ' r t t  t t o l  t  l t i c l - , ' l - . 1 . : "
not  Br i ta in ' \  nur.nbL'r  (  \ : r r .  : - ' - -

Ten mi l l ion
people uatched thc-
first episode.

The nerr BBC
podcast reveals
that Scappaticci
approached the CR
production compan)
in Birmingham after
this programme
was broadcast
without revealing
his identity but he
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was sufficiently
convincing to

Martin ilcGuinness

arrange a rendezvous with the ('R ur thc. hotel
car park in Belfast shorlly befbrc' thr' rL'porters
left the north. He provided them u ith nrlterial
for an update.

The CR team was accompanied b1 an RUC
"liaison officer". No one else but the RUC's
special branch would have been assigned
to squire the CR around the north during an
investigation into McGuinness.

On the day of the interview, Scappaticci
approached the CR's Frank Thorpe. rvho
was seated in his vehicle. The reporter had
a mini tape recorder cclncealed in his slec've.
Scappaticci also permitted Clire Entu ist le.
another CR team mernber. to join thenr in the
car. The RUC man in the hotel u as able to tel l
the investigators that 'Jack' *as Scappaticcr. a
high-profile membe r of the IRA.

Scappaticci.  of cortr:r-.  \ \ 'ent on to -si le the
CR a catalogue of claims about McGuinness
and his ruthless. terrorist act ivi t ies.

The fact that Scappaticci spoke to the
CR is not nerv. What emerges from the
BBC podcast. horr ever. is that he took no
precautions to dis-euise his identity and that
the RUC special branch - who worked hand in
glove with MI5 - was pulling several strings
in the back-eround.Why would they do this if
McGuinness was one of their agents?

At the end of the day, there is no evidence
to indicate that McGuinness was ever a British
asset. On the contrary, it shows that he n as
the target of a psyop as late as 1993. n ith
Scappaticci playing a central role.
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WHATEVERYOU
SAY...
THE RECENTLY released Disnev+
film, Say Nothing,has resurrected the
usual controversy about Gerry Adams's
alleged involvement in the killing and
disappearance of widowed mother of
10 Jean McConville. One of the main
promoters of this story is former Irish-
based journalist
Ed Moloney, a
principal in the
Boston College
tapes exercise that
produced tales
about Adams
from ex-IRA
interviewees,
who were mostly
hostile to the
Sinn F6in leader
because of his
leading role in the
peace process.

However, Moloney's book, A Secret
History of the 1RA, has an interesting take on
McConville's murder - it points the finger of
blame not only at the IRA but also the British
Army.

Moloney, in fact, accepts the IRA rationale
for the killing of McConville as, he wrote in
his book, she was a "not very important cog
in the British Army's intelligence gathering
machine".

More damning for the unfortunate woman
was that she was caught by the IRA not once
but twice and did not survive the second time.

The British Army, according to Moloney's
sources, needed spotters in the intensely
republican Divis Flats complex. McConville
became one of them and was supplied with a
transmitter to contact her army handlers.

The IRA became suspicious of her over-
curious chatter and raided her flat, where they
found the transmitter. She was warned that
this behaviour was unacceptable and there

-4F--g*

"I{e:f lcid, do Jrorr ever ligten to }oe Rogta.n or Andrew Tate?"

genocide in Gaza as antisemitic.

would be no warning if there was a next time.
But there was a next time as the British

military gave her another ffansmiffer and
she was of course detected by the IRA. This
second time there was little debate in the IRA
about her fate but much argument about how
to dispose of her body, eventually leading to
her disappearance across the border.

Despite Patrick Raden Keefe - the film's
script writer and author of Say Nothing,the
book on which the film is based - deriving
much of his material from Moloney's
collaboration with him, the latter appears
not to be a fan of Keefe. In his blog, Broken
Elbow,Ed has some very uncomplimentary,
even abusive, things to say about Patrick.
Responding to offers of support against Keefe
from an Irish admirer, John, the response from
Broken Elbow says: "Thanks John: I think the
best way to deal with Keefe is to ignore him
and then strike hard when he's not watching -
he is one dirty fucker." Dear me!

That was last week. Back in 2019,when
Keefe's book was published, Moloney
claimed that his former collaborator used to
work for the Pentagon as a special policy
advisor to defence secretary and former CIA
chief Robert Gates.
How did a shrewd operator like Ed end up
being gulled into working with a spook like
that?

DUBLIN'S
KRISTALLNACHT
DUBLIN HAS become afflicted by
"rising antisemitism", according to a
recent headline and article inthe lrish
Times. The article focused on a reported
attack by three men on a Jewish man in a
Dublin nightclub at2 am.

The man was wearing a small Star of
David necklace and was asked if he was
Jewish. After confirming that he was, he was
punched several times. The article quoted
the victim, who gave full details of how he
stumbled, his knee giving way, and how he
hit the ground. He also told the lZthat, as he
spoke to gardai who had been called and were
interviewing others in the club, a "person
intemrpted and said: 'the Jews in Amsterdam
- they got what they deserved"'. (This refers
to Maccabi football supporters, who attacked
people and property in Amsterdam recently
before local residents responded with their
own violence).

This report of a single attack in a nightclub
in Dublin saw the lZinterviewing not only the
victim - whose medical and Garda records of
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the incident the newspafier nas reviewed - but
also the chair of the Jewish Representative
Council of Ireland, Maurice Cohen, and
.Israeli ambassador to Ireland Dana Erlich.
The IT would have contacted the latter in Tel
Aviv as she was withdrawn from Ireland last
May in protest over Ireland's recognition of
Palestine as a state.

Both Cohen
and Erlich made
statements that
prompted the IT's
headline about
"rising antisemitism"
in Ireland. In line
with the headline, the
article citedthe l2Eo
rise in hate crimes
and incidents last
year but conceded
that the statistics
do not specify how
many related to
antisemitism.

That did not prevent Cohen from noting
"an increase in Jewish people being subjected
to increased threats and abuse in Ireland over
the last yeat''.

He also said that the "attack occurred on
the 86th anniversary of Kristallnacht,the
Nazi pogrom against German Jews in 1938"
and that the government and gardai must
"address the disturbing trend of antisemitism
that endangers our community and violates
Ireland's core values".

Ambassador Erlich said she was
"concerned for the future of the Jewish and
Israeli communities in Ireland" and she also
had much to say about Palestinian protests in
Ireland.

Neither Erlich nor Cohen appear to have
been asked if they thought the slaughter of
45,000 people,largely civilians, has had
anything to do with Irish anger at Israel in the
last year or so.

That a single reported attack on a Jewish
man in Dublin should provoke an article
spread over half a broadsheet page and
involving adversarial quotes from predictable
quarters indicates an energetic quest to find an
antisemitic angle.

Evidence of the newspaper's priorities
came with another article, which was below
the 'antisemitic' splash. This report was one-
tenth in length of the 'Kristallnacht' story
and concerned a fire that caused "extensive
damage" to a premises in Williamstown, Co
Galway.

The building had become the focus of
protests against its possible use to house
asylum seekers. There was no 1Z commentary
or quotes from immigrants or diplomats about
the rise of hate crimes that this may have
indicated.

The 1Z has published several articles and
letters about the alleged rise of antisemitism
in Ireland in the last year in an effort fuelled
by Israeli supporters and diplomats to smear
those many Irish people protesting against




